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A vibrant network for the Bible

Structures

PROCLAIMIN G
THE WORD

The Catholic Biblical Federation is an “international public

organization" according to the Code of Canon Law (can. 312 § 1
n. 1 CIC / can. 575 § 1 n. 3 CCEQ). In Vatican, it takes the legal
form of a registered, non-profit organization (public canonical
juridical person) whose activities pursue socially beneficial and

ecclesiastical goals.

Members

The Federation has two categories of members: full
members (at present 98) are Bishops’ Conferences or
those Catholic organizations which function as the
Bishops’ Conference’s action arm for biblical pastoral
ministry in a given country and that have sought
membership. Associated members (at present 240)
can be any other Catholic organization engaged in
the fields of biblical pastoral ministry, biblical studies
or Bible translation and that has been accepted as a
member by the CBF Steering Committee.

Three-fourths of the member institutions are located
in so-called “developing countries”.

Plenary Assembly

The governing body of the Federation is the Plenary
Assembly. It is a delegates’ conference of full mem-
bers and associate members held regularly every six
years. The Plenary Assembly sets the guidelines for
the work of the Federation for the following six
years. It also elects the members of the Steering
Committee. The Plenary Assembly offers CBF mem-
bers the opportunity to meet on a worldwide scale.
It is the place for exchange and reflection beyond
regional and continental borders.

The last Plenary Assembly was held in 2023
in Mar del Plata (Argentina)

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee is elected by the Plenary
Assembly. It is the highest organ in the period between
Plenary Assemblies and it is obligated to implement
their decisions and to nominate office-holders. Each
region is served by at least one representative in the
Steering Committee.

President

The President is the presiding officer of the Federation.
He is a prelate, elected by the Steering Committee, his
name being presented to the Holy See for confirmation.
His term of office is six years renewable.

CBF President (since 2015) is Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle
(Philippines), Pro-Prefect of the Dicastery for
Evangelisation.

General Secretary

The General Secretary is elected by the Steering
Committee and is responsible for the implementation
and realization of the goals and tasks of the Federation.
With the support of an international team in the
General Secretariat and in collaboration with the
coordinators of the individual regions he promotes

and coordinates the work of the Federation.

CBF General Secretary (since 2014) is Fr. Jan J.
Stefanow SVD.



A Fruit of the Council

History

"Easy access to Sacred Scripture should be provided for all the
Christian faithful” (Constitution Dei Verbum, paragraph 22). This
vision of the Second Vatican Council has marked the work and
self-understanding of the Catholic Biblical Federation from the
time of its founding by Pope Paul VI on April 16, 1969, till today.

1965 The Second Vatican Council recommends: “Easy
access to Sacred Scripture should be provided for all
the Christian faithful.” (Dei Verbum, paragraph 22)
1966 Pope Paul VI entrusts the President of the
Secretariat for Christian Unity, Cardinal Augustin Bea,
with the implementation of the conciliar recommen-
dations.

1969 Upon the suggestion of Catholic Biblical
Associations, the Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity founds the World Catholic Federation for the
Biblical Apostolate (WCFBA) which in 1990 simplifies
its name to Catholic Biblical Federation (CBF).

1970 The Federation opens its General Secretariat in
Rome. The secretariat is transferred to Stuttgart,
Germany, in 1972.

1972 First Plenary Assembly held in Vienna, Austria.
Theme: “Bible and Liturgy™

President: Cardinal Franz Ko6nig, Vienna, Austria.
1978 Second Plenary Assembly held in Malta. Theme:
“Biblical Spirituality”.

President: Cardinal Paul Zoungrana, Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso.

1984 Third Plenary Assembly held in Bangalore,
India. Theme: “God’s Prophetic People”.

President: Bishop Alberto Ablondi, Livorno, Italy.
1985 The Constitution of the Federation is approved
by the Holy See in accordance with the norms of the
new Code of Canon Law.

1990 Fourth Plenary Assembly held in Bogot3,
Colombia. Theme: “The Bible in the New
Evangelization”. President: Bishop Alberto Ablondi,
Livorno, Italy.

1996 Fifth Plenary Assembly held in
Hong Kong. Theme: “Word of God - Source of
Life”.

President: Bishop Wilhelm Egger, Bolzano-
Bressanone, Italy.

1997 The new Constitution of the Federation is
approved by the Holy See in accordance with the
norms of the Code of Canon Law.

2002 Sixth Plenary Assembly held in Lebanon.
Theme: “Word of God - A Blessing for all Nations™
President: Bishop Vincenzo Paglia, Terni-Narni-
Amelia, Italy.

2005 On the occasion of the 40 *anniversary of the
Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum the Federation and
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity
jointly organize the international congress “Sacred
Scripture in the Life of the Church” in Rome.

2008 Seventh Plenary Assembly in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. Theme: “Word of God: Source of
Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”.

2011 The Extraordinary Plenary Assembly in
Nemi (Italy). Theme: “Word of God - Source of
Constant Reneval.

2015 Ninth Plenary Assembly in Nemi, Italy. Theme:
“Sacred Scriptures - Source of Evangelization”.

2023 Tenth Plenary Assembly in Mar del Plata,

Argentina. Theme: “Proclaiming the Word — gift of
Life for a fragile World (Rom 8:22-23)".
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