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Men expect from the various religions answers to the unsolved riddles of the human condition,
which today, even as in former times, deeply stir the hearts of men: What is man? What is the
meaning, the aim of our life? What is moral good, what sin? Whence suffering and what purpose
does it serve? Which is the road to true happiness? What are death, judgment and retribution
after death? What, finally, is that ultimate inexpressible mystery which encompasses our

Dear Readers:

The opening chapter of the
conciliar declaration Nostra
Aetate “on the relation of the
Church to non-Christian religi-
ons” expresses with pointed
precision both the task and the
expectations that any faith
community must confront if it
wishes to have any relevance
for people. The questions
about God and His revelation,

““4  about the nature and goal of
human existence and about the meaning and design of
the world are essential coordinates of any religious
system — and they would have to stand at the center of
any serious dialogue between the religions.

Our age is marked by a breathtaking variety of possibi-
lities in the areas of communication, information and
exchange. At the same time it appears that misunder-
standings, prejudices and lack of communication
among the cultures and the religions are on the increa-
se. It is a truism to say that genuine dialogue can only
succeed when parties to a conversation can show
mutual respect for each other, when they have made
clear their own position, and when open and rational
discussion has laid all topics on the table.

It is no doubt true that Jewish-Christian and Christian-
Islamic dialogue are in many respects different, not
only in terms of their starting positions and themes, but
also with respect to their pre-histories and possibilities.
If there are topics for which the time is not yet ripe to
put them on the agenda, there are certainly enough
other topics, the discussion of which is urgently neces-
sary already today and - even if sometimes only with
pain — possible. This, too, was shown by the reactions
to the Pope’s lecture in Regensburg during his recent
visit to Germany.

In interreligious dialogue the Jewish and Christian Holy
Scriptures play a central role, as does the Koran. What
does it mean to speak of the “Word of God” and how is
this understood in Judaism, in Christianity and in Islam?
What role does God’s revelation play within the frame-
work of the different religions? Can commonalities be
found, in spite of all the necessary distinctions that must

existence: whence do we come, and where are we going?
(Nostra Aetate 1)

be made and the differences that exist in the religions?
Between Judaism and Christianity and between
Christianity and Islam is it possible to agree on common
grounds that can form a basis from which to respond to
the urgent questions, concerns and needs of people of
today? And what should be the main themes discussed
in a Jewish-Christian, or a Christian-Islamic dialogue on
the Word of God?

These questions touch the self-understanding of each
religion at the inmost core of their being. They were also
among the topics discussed intensively among Jewish,
Muslim and Christian theologians at the Dei Verbum
Congress 2005 in Rome. In this issue, therefore, of the
Bulletin Dei Verbum we supply the text of five of these
contributions, supplemented by a few background
articles.

Interreligious and intercultural dialogue is a necessity for
building together this world of peace and fraternity
ardently desired by all people of good will. In this area,
our contemporaries expect from us an eloquent witness
to show all people the value of the religious dimension
of life. (Pope Benedict XVI on September 25", 2006)

Collaboration in the construction of a world of peace
and justice — the words of the Holy Father give expres-
sion to what must ultimately be the goal of dialogue bet-
ween the religions. And it is impossible to come to grips
with this common task without engaging in common
reflection on the meaning of the Word of God. Perhaps
this issue of our Bulletin can offer a few ideas, suggesti-
ons and clarifications on this topic.

| extend to you my warm greetings from the General
Secretariat and wish you a thought-provoking reading.
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Claudio Ettl






