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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

“You will laugh: the Bible” —
such was the response
made by the German drama-
tist and poet Bert Brecht
(1898-1956) when he was
asked what book had made
the greatest impression on
him in his life. At first sight,
a surprising, unexpected an-
swer, this. Brecht was after
all hardly a religious, and cer-
tainly not a Christian author,
but rather one of a decidedly secular and political bent.
Having been forced into exile during the Third Reich, he
returned home after the war; however, he made the con-
scious decision to settle in East Germany. For Brecht had
for a long time been a convinced adherent and propa-
gandist of a Marxist-communist world-view. Nevertheless,
it was precisely the Book of books — the Bible — that had
a marked influence on him and his work.

The Bible belongs to the cultural heritage of humanity; not
only is it Holy Scripture for Christians, but it can hold sur-
prising discoveries or memorable experiences for any
human being. It was this discovery-experience, made
available through a variety of ways and means, that a
“Year of the Bible”, organized in 2003 in many countries
of Europe, attempted to bring to as wide a spectrum of
people as possible — and particularly to those only mar-
ginally religious. The Bible Year stood under the motto
“Seek. And Find” and everywhere met with a great and
very positive response. In this issue of the BDV you can
read more about the Bible Year and a few of its especial-
ly interesting activities.

“Success stories” of a very different kind, which also
touch on the work of our Federation, are the biographies
of three missionaries and founders of religious orders,
who as of October 2003 have been numbered among the
saints of the Church. Daniel Comboni, Arnold Janssen
and Josef Freinademetz worked in very different ways,
but all three of them helped to increase in the Church a
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more conscious sense of responsibility in its assignment
to be a missionary Church - through openness to other
cultures and contexts, through tolerance and fraternal
respect toward other people and solidarity with the disad-
vantaged, with those suffering from discrimination or
neglect. “That the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly”
- this expression from the Second Letter to the
Thessalonians, with which, by the way, the Constitution
Dei Verbum of Vatican Il concludes, stands as the motto
over the articles on the three new saints.

And finally, you will come across two new headings in
your reading. Under the rubric “From the Field” we would
like in the future, on an ongoing basis, to present articles
that come from the biblical-pastoral “workplace”, and that
could perhaps offer ideas or inspiration for your own
work. The first in this series of articles is one from Latin
America on the image of the shepherd in the Gospel of
John. The second new heading we have called “Forum”.
It should provide an opportunity for exchange of opinions
and discussion on topics and articles of the Bulletin. In
this issue you will find under this heading a few of the
numerous letters we received in response to the last issue
on the theme of bibliodrama.

For both of these headings (as also for the whole Bulletin)
one could say that their survival depends above all on
your collaboration and support. So let us know all about
successful activities or successful projects; tell us your
opinion on themes found in the BDV or convey your criti-
cisms to us (e.g. per e-mail: bdv@c-b-f-.org). We are
always delighted to hear from you.

“Seek. And Find” — in this sense, and in the name of the

whole BDV team, | wish you an interesting harvest of dis-
coveries as you read through this issue.

CQOL(‘QXO '@b(

Claudio Ettl
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Pioneers of Universal Mission

Saints Arnold Janssen, Joseph Freinademetz and
Daniel Comboni

FEATURE
ARTICLES

On October 5, 2003, in a Solemn Mass in Saint Peter's Square, Pope John Paul Il canonized the three European
missionaries, Arnold Janssen, Joseph Freinademetz and Daniel Comboni. At first sight three very different men,
marked by different biographies and animated each by very personal ideas and visions — and yet, all three are so to
speak “pioneers” of the Catholic Mission in the 19th and 20th centuries. Through their work — through the founding
of Missionary Orders that have since become active on a worldwide scale and through their practical missionary
work in Europe, China and Africa — they stand as representatives of many other women and men who have laid the
foundation for a truly universal Church which is taking shape increasingly today.

The two religious families of the new saints, the Divine Word Missionaries (SVD Fathers) and the “Comboni-
Missionare” (Comboni Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, MCCJ) have for a long time now been intensely
active in the area of biblical pastoral ministry and as such also actively involved in the life of the CBF. For this rea-
son we would like to give a more close-up introduction to the three missionaries in the Bulletin Dei Verbum. We will
do this not only by way of looking back at their lives, but especially with a view to their significance for today: what

was special, what was particularly visionary in the lives of these men, and what is their importance for today?

“Ut Verbum Dei Currat” - “Omnibus Omnia Factus Sum”
Arnold Janssen and Joseph Freinademetz

Ludger Feldkamper, svd

Fr. Ludger Feldkamper, svd,
was General Secretary of the
CBF from 1984 to 2000.
Before that he worked in the
Philippines for many years
where - among other respon-
sibilities - he founded the
John Paul | Biblical Centre in
Vigan City. Since 2001 he is
coordinator of the CBF’s sub-
region of Rome.

The life led by any Christian is to be a personal response
to the Word of God, to an invitation or a call from God.
Saints are Christians who have responded in an exem-
plary manner to the Word of God. The saints and the
Word of God: this would be one aspect in the life of the
saints and should be of particular interest to any minister
of the Word.

At various times through history, hagiographers have
been interested in different aspects of the lives of the
saints: their heroic virtues, the significant roles they
played in the Church and the world of their day. One way

of looking at saints is to see them as illustrations of the
Gospel, as commentaries on the Gospel. Is it not true
that in the biography of many a saint a particular word of
the Gospel has exerted its transforming power?

Life of a saint - illustration of the Gospel message

Saint Augustine, hearing a child chanting “take and
read” opened the Bible and chanced upon the word of
Paul: “Let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day,
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and
licentiousness, not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires
of the flesh” (Rom 13:13f). Saint Anthony the Great (of
Egypt) heard the gospel passage on the call of the rich
young man: “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Matt 19:21). He heard
it and acted upon it immediately.

Saint Francis of Assisi on February 24, 1209 was struck
by the Gospel about the sending out of the twelve,
instructed “to take nothing for their journey” (Mark 6:8).



Immediately he understood his vocation to preach the
gospel in poverty. Charles de Foucauld: The part of
Scripture that touched him most was the hidden life of
Jesus, his manual work as a carpenter, his humility and
his silent service. This shaped his life, his vocation, and
that of his followers — both Brothers and Sisters.

Saint Therese of Lisieux was searching for her vocation
and her place in the Church. She read 1 Cor 12 about the
different charisms — apostles, prophets, teachers — and
came to Paul’s invitation: “Strive eagerly for the greatest
spiritual gifts. But | shall show you a still more excellent
way” (v. 31) before his canticle of love. “At length,” she
wrote, “I had found peace of mind ...Then, nearly ecstatic
with the supreme joy in my soul, | proclaimed: ‘O Jesus,

3

my love, at last | found my calling: my call is love™.

These are testimonies of great and well-known saints.
The Church, in her liturgy, has followed these examples
and has made efforts to choose as readings passages of
the Gospel which seemed to fit especially the particular
saints. For instance, on the feast of St. Jerome, transla-
tor of the Bible and patron of the biblical pastoral min-
istry, Matt 13:47-52 with its concluding verse: “Then
every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of
heaven is like the head of a household who brings from
his storeroom both the new and the old.”

The lives of St. Arnold and St. Joseph

Which words of Scripture characterized in a special way,
we may ask, St. Arnold Janssen (1837-1909), the
founder of three religious congregations - the Divine
Word Missionaries, the Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters and
the Holy Spirit Sisters of Perpetual Adoration — whose
more than 10,000 members are active in 62 different
countries? Which word characterizes St. Joseph
Freinademetz (1852-1908) of the ethnic minority of the
Ladini of Southern Tyrol, Italy, who only four years after
the foundation of the Mission House in Steyl left for
China, where he lived and worked and died, a Chinese
among the Chinese?

In the homily he gave in Ireland on the Feast of St.
Joseph Freinademetz on January 29, 2004 to Divine
Word Missionaries, co-workers, benefactors and friends,
Fr. Antonio Pernia, the Filipino Superior General of the
Divine Word Missionaries answers these questions,
thereby also quoting two Scripture texts:

“On the left side of the altar in the chapel at our
Generalate in Rome, the two reliquaries of our two new
saints are displayed. Each one the size of a monstrance,
the reliquaries contain relics taken from parts of the body
of St. Arnold and from parts of some clothing of St.
Joseph. Each of the reliquaries carries a quote from the

s
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Bible. That of St. Arnold: ‘Ut Verbum Dei currat’ (2 Thess
3:1 - ‘that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and
be glorified everywhere, just as it is among you.’). That of
St. Joseph: ‘Omnibus omnia factus sum’ (1 Cor 9:22 -
‘| have become all things to all people, that | might by all
means save some’).

Mission and inculturation as the very nature of the
Church

The biblical quotes are well chosen. | believe they under-
line very well the significance of the life and work of each
of our saints. That is to say, Arnold and the permanent
validity of mission ad gentes, and Joseph and the fun-
damental need of inculturation in the work of evangeliza-
tion. These two aspects of mission were also those
which the Holy Father, Pope John Paul Il, chose to
emphasize in his homily at the mass of the canonization
on October 5, 2003 at St. Peter’s Square in Rome.
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The canonization ceremony in Rome

Of Arnold, he said: ‘He zealously carried out his priest-
ly work, spreading the Word of God by means of the
new mass media, especially the press. Obstacles did
not dismay him ... He now helps his religious family
from Heaven, to continue faithfully along the tracks he
marked out that witness to the permanent value of the
Church’s evangelizing mission.” Words which echo the
biblical quote: ‘Ut Verbum Dei currat.” Of Joseph, the
Pope said: ‘With the tenacity typical of mountain peo-
ple, this generous witness of love made a gift of himself
to the Chinese peoples of southern Shandong. For love
and with love he embraced their living conditions, in
accordance with his own advice to his missionaries:
Missionary work is useless if one does not love and is
not loved. An exemplary model of Gospel inculturation,
this saint imitated Jesus, who saved men and women
by sharing their existence to the very end.” Here, too,
words which echo the biblical quote: ‘Omnibus omnia
factus sum.’
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The canonization of these two great missionaries under-
lines, therefore, two aspects of mission - namely, that
mission belongs to the very nature of the Church (or, in
other words, the permanent validity of mission ad
gentes), and that genuine evangelization entails a
respectful dialogue with the culture of the people (or the
fundamental need of inculturation in the work of evan-
gelization). A short reflection on each of these aspects.

Proclaiming the Gospel to all

First, mission belongs to the very nature of the Church.
This is the message of the canonization of St. Arnold
Janssen. Arnold once wrote: ‘The proclamation of the
Gospel is the first and greatest act of love of neighbour.’
To be a Christian is to love the neighbour, but to love the
neighbour is to proclaim the Gospel to him or her. It is
impossible to be a Christian and not be a missionary.
Mission is not something extra added on to the nature of
the Church. Rather, mission is part and parcel of being
Church. A church is never fully a church if it is not mis-
sionary. This was what Arnold tried to show by founding
the mission seminary in Steyl. The Church in Germany
during his time could not really be fully Church if it did
not have its own mission seminary. Down through the
years, this is the principle that has guided the sons and
daughters of Arnold in the world. Local churches found-
ed by Arnold’s missionaries have invariably become
missionary churches themselves, both ad intra and ad
extra. There are many examples of this. The Church in
Papua New Guinea is one - of the eight SVDs of Papua
New Guinea in final vows, four are working in other parts
of the world.

Respectful dialogue with other cultures

Secondly, genuine evangelization entails respectful dia-
logue with the culture of the people. This is the message
of the canonization of St. Joseph Freinademetz.
Joseph’s missionary life and work in China shows that
evangelization cannot be an imposition of the Gospel
from outside, but a rediscovery of it from within the cul-
ture of the people. Only by becoming a Chinese among
the Chinese could Joseph truly proclaim the Gospel to
the Chinese. Mission entails that a missionary encoun-
ters the Gospel twice — first, in the context of his or her
own culture, and then in the context of the culture of the
people among whom he or she is a missionary. Joseph
discovered the Gospel first as a European, but then he
had to discover it a second time as a Chinese. Joseph
once wrote to his family in South Tyrol: ‘By now | have
become more Chinese than Tyrolese. And | wish noth-
ing else but to die and be buried among this people. |
wish to remain a Chinese even in heaven.’ Mission
therefore entails the conversion not just of the people to

the Gospel, but also of the missionary to the culture of the
people. Only then will the missionary succeed in showing
that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is truly Good News.

This principle, too, has guided the brothers and sisters of
Joseph down through the years. Wherever they work,
they endeavour to promote respectful dialogue with the
culture of the people. Studies in anthropology, linguistics
and culture have invariably characterized the work of
Joseph's brothers and sisters in the world. Our several
anthropological centres — in Germany, Austria, Ghana,
the Congo, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Japan, Taiwan,
Papua New Guinea — are a witness to this principle.

Thus, Arnold: ‘Ut Verbum Dei currat.’ ‘That the Word of
the Lord may spread rapidly.’ The permanent validity of
mission ad gentes. Mission belongs to the very nature of
the Church. Joseph: ‘Omnibus omnia factus sum.’ ‘I
have become all things to all people.’ The fundamental
need of inculturation in the work of evangelization.
Mission entails respectful dialogue with the culture of
the people.

Finding favour with God

I will always treasure the experience of having visited
three years ago the room or the little house in Taikia in
South Shandong where Joseph Freinademetz died on
January 28, 1908. The house is still well preserved, and
even if it has now become a little store where a family
sells soap and toothpaste and food and drink of all
kinds, one can still sense an air of solemnity in it —
indeed, an air of holiness. On both sides of the entrance
to the house, a marble plaque is attached announcing
the death of the missionary. In Chinese on the left side
and in Latin on the right, the words on the plaque read:
‘Here in this little room, the servant of God, Fr. Joseph
Freinademetz, a tireless preacher of the Gospel, out-
standing in words and deeds, after receiving the last
sacraments, gave his soul back to God.’

This year is our ‘Year of Grace’. Grace - not just in the
sense of graces or individual blessings and favours. But
grace - in the sense of ‘charis’ - in the sense of finding
favour with God. Through their canonization, Arnold and
Joseph have found favour with God. As their sons and
daughters and brothers and sisters we, too, share in this
grace or favour. Today, let us thank God for this grace
and pray that we may all be worthy of it. In particular, |
pray that, like Arnold and Joseph, we all may be, as the
words in that little house in Taikia put it, ‘tireless preach-
ers of the Gospel, outstanding in words and deeds’.



Arnold Janssen
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Arnold Janssen was born in the town of Goch on the Niederrhein, on November 5, 1837. As
a young man of 24 he was ordained to the priesthood and he worked first as a teacher of
mathematics and science in Bocholt, then as a chaplain with the Ursuline Sisters in Kempen.

The difficult situation of the Catholic Church under the “Kulturkampf” (the conflict under
Bismarck between the German State and the Catholic Church) widened his vision for the
universal Church. He had the idea to found a German Missionary Order and thereby to give
a new task to priests without a community. In 1875, in spite of much opposition even within
the Church, he established a Mission House in Steyl, in the Netherlands — a foundation on
German soil was not possible because of the “Kulturkampf” — and began to win people over
to his idea. Four years later he was already able to send the first missionaries to China.

Janssen founded three Orders: the already mentioned Divine Word Missionaries (also known in German as the
“Steyler Missionare”), the Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters and the Holy Spirit Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, who lived
a contemplative life. When he died in 1909, almost 2,500 missionary men and women were at work in his religious
communities in 13 countries of the world. Today the Stey! religious family numbers more than 10,000 women and
men from 65 countries. In 1975, Janssen was beatified by Pope Paul VI. His feast day is celebrated on January 15.

Joseph Freinademetz

Joseph Freinademetz, born on April 15, 1852 in Oies, South Tyrol, was chaplain in Thurn,
near Brixen, when he heard of the idea of Arnold Janssen. The young priest had an intense
desire to be sent to the missions and he entered the Community of the Divine Word
Missionaries. In 1879 he went to China and founded many Christian communities as an
itinerant missionary. He was ridiculed, persecuted and distrusted as belonging to a foreign
occupying power.

Despite all these disappointments and troubles he developed a great affection and love for
the Chinese people and their culture. In the end, he expressed the desire “to be Chinese,
even in heaven”. In 1908 he died of typhoid fever and was beatified by Pope Paul VI in 1975.
His feast day is on January 29.
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Saving Africa through Africa
Daniel Comboni
Josef Sayer

The priest, Professor Josef Sayer,
worked in voluntary service in Peru
from 1881 to 1988. After that he
was professor of pastoral theology
at the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland. He is meanwhile
Director of Misereor, a Catholic
funding agency in Aachen,
Germany.

The canonization of Daniel Comboni was not only a day
of joy for the religious order founded by him, but also for
the whole Church, and above all, of course, for the
Christians of Sudan and in all of Africa. For, as his suc-
cessor in the Bishop’s Chair of Khartum, Gariel Zubeir
Wako, who has just been called into the College of
Cardinals, very graphically put it: “We African Christians
are sons and daughters of Daniel Comboni.”

Comboni, the first Catholic bishop of Central Africa and
one of the most important missionaries in the recent his-
tory of the Church, is the founder of a religious family
that today does highly beneficial work in over 40 coun-
tries of the world. | cannot and will not offer here an
overview of the many-faceted and exciting life of Daniel
Comboni. | would like only to throw some light on a few
specific points that seem to me to point the way forward
for the engagement of the Church today.

1. Africans to missionize Africa

The work of the new saint began, as is well known, with
a disaster: in 1859 Comboni returned as a young priest
of the Institute founded by Nicola Mazza, seriously sick
with malaria, from a not very successful trip on the Nile
in southern Sudan. Three of his traveling companions
had died. Social and missionary engagement in Africa
seemed impossible, because the Europeans found it dif-
ficult to adjust to the diseases of the black continent.
Five years later, Comboni received a decisive inspiration
while praying at the tomb of Saint Peter in Rome: If the
Christians of the Old World could not do it, then the
Africans themselves would have to take over the mission
of Africa. The Europeans would only have to provide
adequate training and support for a sufficient number of
them, men and women, so that they would then be able
to preach the gospel in their own homeland. This vision
of training Africans and ordaining them priests and bish-
ops for Africa — an idea that was revolutionary for its time
- has now been all but fully realized. Today almost all

the bishops in Africa are Africans. And African Sisters
are doing an outstanding work of evangelization. The
Church in Africa is today in a position to take its own
future into its own hands. Our task can only be to stand
by with our support.

2. A thought transformation is necessary in Europe

With his idea of saving Africa through Africa Comboni
began a large-scale propaganda tour through France,
Germany, Austria and Italy. He requested spiritual and
material support from kings, bishops and nobility, as
well as from simple lay people. Moreover, he called into
existence a missionary magazine - the first in Italy.
Comboni’s aspiration was to remove the ignorance and
the negative clichés regarding Africa that were dominant
in Europe - a task which still continues to occupy us
today. Already back then Comboni knew that the
process of Christianizing and developing Africa could
never succeed without a profound thought-transforma-
tion in Europe, in the Church, in politics and society. His
purpose was to help the Europeans to better empathize
with the foreign cultures and religions of Africa. We speak
today in the work of collaborative development of con-
sciousness-building, formation and domestic training.

Comboni knew very early that no country on earth would
remain spared the confrontation with the products of
European science and technology. Far-reaching trans-
formations were likewise in the future of Africa. The saint
wanted therefore to bring together into harmonious
union the best of both cultures. He had a high regard for
the traditional African culture. But he was convinced that
no culture could develop if it remained totally self-cen-
tered. In this sense he understood the meeting of the
black continent with the message of Jesus Christ as an
opportunity.

Christian missionary activity of the time breathed the
unchallenged spirit of colonialism and brought with it
negative consequences as well, which the saint sought
to confront. His goal of training native priests and bish-
ops for Africa was an attempt to make Christianity take
root in Africa by the work of Africans. His efforts point
already in the direction of what we today call “incultura-
tion”. His aspirations for inculturation were in some
respects already quite detailed. The Gospel would prove
to be a seed, Comboni was convinced, which would
gradually dispose of negative societal structures and



conditions, such for example as slavery and the sup-
pressed status of African women. Comboni saw a com-
mon path that European and African Christians would
have to travel together, and that mission would not have
to create dependencies. In this sense, the saint under-
stood mission work as a common learning process. No
missionary order or institute finds the right way alone,
without the cooperation and engagement of the young
local churches in Africa.

Comboni missionaries during a celebratory Mass in Ellwangen

In contrast to what was the case in Daniel Comboni’s
time, the central question of the Church in Europe today
with reference to humanity is no longer the encounter
with totally foreign cultures, but rather finding one’s
place within a global civilization, which in consequence
of globalization threatens to annihilate all earlier cultures
in its maelstrom. This threat not only forces on all
nations an endless series of transformations, but also
threatens their stability and even their survival. The fresh
thinking taking place in Europe has to address this com-
prehensive challenge.

3. Africa today

What would Daniel Comboni say today to the continent
of which he was so fond? If we look at Africa today, we
still have to acknowledge much suffering and many
problem areas. Even today, Africa has to come to terms
with terrible realities. Hunger and epidemics such as
AIDS and malaria are decimating the population in
many parts of Africa. Civil wars, sometimes waged with
the barbaric use of child combatants, bring death and
suffering. The African continent is on the move. It is
among the losers in the globalization process. This is
also due on the one hand to the corruptibility of deci-
sion-makers, widespread general corruption, the disin-
tegration even of once flourishing countries and the lack
of decisive action on the part of constitutional states,
and to the greed of international powers with respect to
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African resources, discrimination in international trade
and the regrettable debt situation on the other. To this
list must be added the many conflicts that at least
appear to be based on interreligious or ethnic tensions.

These few facts offer me the opportunity to mention
something that | am very struck by at the moment:
namely, the unbelievable one-sidedness with which the
concept of security in the great world politics of today is
defined. Security is now suddenly understood with ref-
erence to the experience of suffering in connection with
September 11, 2001, in New York City. And the protec-
tion of security is now linked with a worldwide “war”
against the terrorists. But this is surely a limited grasp of
the issue. If | say this so emphatically, | do so also on the
basis of the statements of many bishops of Africa, Asia
and Latin America. They of course expressed their hor-
ror and their unmitigated condemnation of this terrorist
attack of September 11, as well as their deep sympathy
and feelings for those left behind. And | believe they are
particularly well able to express this compassion pre-
cisely because of the manifold ways in which their own
peoples have suffered.

But here we come to the central point: These bishops
and the people in Africa, Asia, and Latin America were
able to have this degree of empathy for the affected
because the danger to the security of the poor had been
not only precarious, but subjected to extreme threat in
some respects and often even thoroughly shattered
long before September 11. Who bothered back then
about the security of the poor? Who was talking about
the war on poverty that kills millions every year?
Shouldn’t we have long since been mobilizing all our
efforts to confront the hunger in the world, that scourge
that makes the lives of 830 million people extremely
insecure on a daily basis? Who knows whether terrorism
would then have had a chance? How many billions, for
example, were actually put aside after the noble decla-
ration of the United Nations in New York, in the year
2000, at the height of the millennial fever, that they
would halve the number of the hungry by 2015? In con-
trast, for the war against Irag, $ 75 billion, and then
another $ 86 billion were somehow immediately avail-
able. What forces were then mobilized, without any hes-
itation, to serve the security needs of the occupied
country?

Trade imbalances and the huge subsidies, totalling
more than $ 300 billion, in the agricultural sector by the
United States, the European Union and Japan also
threaten the security of the poor — before and after
September 11. In my opinion, however, it would have
been better if people had taken September 11 as an
opportunity to reflect on the general question of securi-
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ty in the world. Where, and of what kinds, are the threats
to security, and what corresponding measures must be
taken? Strategies for security — as we learn from Africa —
call for different approaches. And these security strate-
gies must above all take into account the security of the
poor in the matter of basic nourishment.

4. Comboni, an early champion of the human dignity
of women and slaves

Comboni’s work area was above all the region known
today as the Sudan. As Bishop of Khartum he was an
early champion of human dignity and an opponent of
the slave trade. The fate of African women, too, was a
major concern of his. For Carboni the liberation of Africa
and the liberation of women were closely linked. At his
time, African women and girls in Sudan hardly had
access to an undergraduate education. They suffered
from sexual exploitation and violence, the related ill-
nesses, taboos and discrimination. It must unfortunate-
ly be pointed out that many of the problems Comboni
saw back then are still relevant today. | need only men-
tion the very widespread mutilation of female genitalia.
Comboni’s strategy for the promotion of women was the
education of African girls, so as to effect an exponential
gain. As teachers these young women were then to

Daniel Comboni
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return to their continent and preach the good news of
liberation through Christ precisely to other African
women. The significant role Comboni assigned to
women in the Christianizing of Africa was likewise
undoubtedly revolutionary. “Believe me,” he once said
to a friend, “only women and Saint Joseph will be able
to bring black Africa to the Faith”.

5. Conclusion

For Comboni, the real criterion for the demonstration of
Christian Faith was love. This impulse that flows from
the Gospel constitutes the inner drive of the members of
the religious family founded by Daniel Comboni all over
the world even today. “The preaching of the Gospel,
common commitment to the values of sisterhood and
brotherhood and human rights, missionary conscious-
ness-building in Church and society, the promotion of
well-rounded human development” — this is how the
Combonis themselves formulate the job-description of
the Comboni missionaries today. For its engagement
and success | request the intercession of its saintly
founder for the abundant blessings of God!

(Transl.: L. Maluf)

j Daniel Comboni was born on March 15, 1831 in Limone on Lake Garda and was ordained
~ a priest in 1854. In 1857 he went for the first time to Africa, to Sudan, but was obliged to
return a year later because he was gravely ill. From this experience of how difficult it was for
European missionaries to live and work in the heart of Africa, Comboni developed a plan in
1864 with a new program for missionary work: Africa should be missionized by Africans and
European missionaries should just be there to provide help. One day, Comboni dreamt,
Africa would have its own priests, religious, catechists and bishops.

In 1867 Comboni founded in Verona the “Missionary Institute for Africa”, and in 1872 a
Congregation of Sisters, known today as the “Comboni Missionary Sisters”. In 1873, the
mission in Sudan was resumed. Comboni was consecrated Bishop of Khartoum in 1877. But

already on October 10, 1881, at the age of 50, he died of malaria after intensive work and exhausting difficulties.
In 1996 he was beatified by Pope John Paul Il. His feast day is celebrated on October 10.

Today, almost 4,000 members — priests, lay persons, women and men — belong to communities founded by
Comboni, which are active in over 40 countries world-wide. They see their task primarily as that of supporting the
local church communities and bringing to expression the universal character of the Church.



THE YEAR
OF THE BIBLE

The year 2003 was celebrated in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, as well as in
France and Belgium as a “Year of the Bible” under the motto “Seek. And Find”.
The common objective was to bring the Book of books more strongly into the
public consciousness. The following articles report on this Year of the Bible in the
German-speaking countries of Europe and on three concrete projects.

The Year of the Bible in Germany

If one compares the Year of the Bible 2003 with the first
Year of the Bible, held in 1992, the response this time
was much more natural, more congenial and stronger
by far. The media, above all television and press,
seemed to be aware of it in a scope that was hardly to
be expected. For example, the West German Television
Company produced a Bible Night, in which well-known
actors recited the whole of Genesis in the impressive
translation of Martin Buber. The texts were set against a
background of visual scenery that gave extraordinary
vividness to the readings. Of the print media, | would
mention only the largest German tabloid (BILD), which
featured a daily biblical quotation, provided with a brief
commentary by a prominent figure. These two exam-
ples are representative of many others.

Even at the grassroots level the Bible Year was
received with greater readiness than in 1992.
Numerous events and promotions were run — from the
copying out of the entire text of the Bible to lectures
and lecture series, special Masses, Bible Nights. There
were many exhibits, often in the form of do-it-yourself
affairs, that is, people made use of local resources,
such as Bibles, Bible atlases or other reference works
- often of great age and value - which were available
in abundance in local households. After the closing
Mass in Mainz particularly successful biblical activities
were awarded, among others the Bible Night in
Bamberg and the Bible Village in Rietberg in
Munsterland

According to a poll which was commissioned by the
Bible Year campaign committee in December 2003,

Seek. And Find

The Year of the Bible in Europe — A Success
Beyond Expectations
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39% of German citizens were aware of the Bible Year
and eleven million people took part in events related to
it. These are numbers that exceeded all of our expec-
tations. | myself visited numerous communities and
church groups during the Bible Year. Here again, the
response was far greater than expected, even from the
number of participants alone. In the Bible Year we
were able to reach an enormous number of people
who acquired a new awareness of the significance of
the biblical message for their own lives.

A particular highlight of the Bible Year was the Bible
Box, a huge, blue cube in which an exhibition of bibli-
cal events could be visited on each of two levels. There
were eight stations inside, where visitors could
become better acquainted with a total of ten figures
from the Bible, and their importance for today. The
Bible Box stopped for a week in each of ten major
German cities. For the Ecumenical Church Congress
in Berlin it stayed even longer than that. This enabled
us to reach many people who have hardly any contact
at all with church and Bible. The following report will
have more to say on the Bible Box.

In all, we are more than thankful for the experiences of
this Bible Year. Now further ideas from the Bible Year
are being collected so that these, too, can be made
available to a broader public and provide a stimulus
that will extend beyond the Bible Year itself. The Year
of the Bible unleashed so much power of imagination
and so much commitment that we can only hope will
continue. Above all, however, it became clear in the
course of this year that our society is not as forgetful of

i i S
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God as many may think. The interest in religious ori-
entation is great. And this is not the least of the mes-
sage of the Bible Year for the communities and church-
es in Germany — an encouraging message!

(Report: Franz-Josef Ortkemper)

Meeting Biblical Figures: the “Bible Box”

Mannheim, Rostock, Leipzig, Berlin, Erfurt, Kassel,
Stuttgart, Augsburg, Dortmund, Cologne: in the sum-
mer of 2003 a total of 93,000 people visited the Bible
Box and were enthused. “Impressive”, “inspiring”,
“makes one curious to learn more about the Bible”:
these were some of the ways visitors described their
impressions.

el

Bible Box, Cathedral Square, Erfurt

A huge, 11 cubic meter large, box-like structure, or
cube, with shimmering dark-blue lighting effects stood
in central squares in the ten cities as a public icon, so to
speak, that soon became the talk of the town. In front of
the Box stood five over-sized figures representing char-
acters from the Bible. In the Box itself was an exhibition

The Bible Year in Austria

The media in Austria touted the whole Bible Year in
Austria as a huge success, for the Bible in this year
reached an audience far beyond the realm of engaged
church attenders. There were two goals in particular that
the initiators had set for themselves — besides the
Austrian Bible Society and the Austrian Catholic Biblical
Association (OKB), the member churches of the
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of life experiences, where ten individuals from different
parts of the Bible recounted their own very personal
“seek-and-find stories”. Common to these ten charac-
ters from the Old and New Testaments is a certain time-
lessness; an ancient story of a search still highly rele-
vant today. The stories were told in convincing stage
productions, with slides, audio points, large-format rep-
resentations from the fine arts. To each character was
assigned a major text of the Bible — a kind of “walk-in
catechesis” on the Bible. On the first level people from
the pages of the Old Testament were presented
(Abraham and Sara, Moses, Ruth and Jeremiah); on the
second level people from the New Testament (Mary,
Peter and Paul, Mary Magdalene, Jesus of Nazareth).
The visitors of the exhibition were consciously included
in the presentations and were invited to give themselves
to the pursuit of freedom and justice, truth and hope.

Beside the Bible Box stood a platform on which a color-
ful live-program was offered: Music and talk, craftwork
and quiz, activities and projects. This program was
given a unique twist in each city. The Bible Box was
jointly planned and produced by the campaign commi-
teee “2003. The Year of the Bible” and a committee from
the various Christian churches and communities in the
city in question. This close collaboration between
national and regional organization made it possible to
anchor this massive project strongly in the local com-
munities.

(source: http://www.2003dasjahrderbibel.de)

Ecumenical Council of Churches and other organiza-
tions. For one thing, there were to be informative contri-
butions on the Bible on television, radio and in the print
media so as to acquaint as broad a public as possible
with the Bible. For another, people’s vital contact with
Holy Scripture was to be intensified or initiated through
Bible Circles, lectures, et al., in the local communities.






