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Dear Readers,

This year the Catholic Biblical Federation is com

memorating its thirtieth anniversary. Thirty years
is not a particularly long time for an institution of
the Catholic Church, which looks back on a two

thousand-year history. But the last decades have
brought a great variety of changes to the Catholic
C h u r c h i t s e l f . T h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n h a s

been an active participant in the dynamics of this
time - indeed, it owes its origin to this very dy
n a m i c .

In April, 1969, the CBF was called into existence
in the wake o f the Second Vat ican Counc i l in

Rome. In its sixth chapter, the conciliar document
Dei Verbum insists on "easy access to the Word of
God for all". After a long a period of abstinence,
the faithful are invited to rediscover the Bible. The
Word of God is once again to take a central place
in life - in liturgy, but also in personal and com

munity Bible readings: the Bible must once again
be discovered and unlocked as a source of life. At

its founding, the Catholic Biblical Federation ded
icated itself to fostering this kind of vital contact
w i t h t h e B i b l e - a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

In May, 1999 - again in Rome - the birth of the
CBF and its short but eventful history were com
m e m o r a t e d . T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e e x e c u t i v e c o m

m i t t e e a n d t h e c o o r d i n a t o r s o f t h e C B F w h o w e r e

in Rome at the time took part in the celebration,
as did also representatives of the Roman mem
ber institutions and numerous friends. During the

celebration, more attention was paid to the future
than to the past. Coordinators of the CBF gave
lectures, in the form of vision-statements on their

experiences with the Federation and their vision
for the future. A survey appropriate to these top
ics had been sent out ahead of time to all federa

tion members. In his lecture on the theme of Lec

tio divina today - challenges for the pastoral min

istry, Enzo Bianchi stressed how urgent a need
there is for sources of spiritual nourishment in our
time and in our Church, and how enormously sig
nificant the role of Lectio divina can be in this con

n e c t i o n .

These and other texts that deal with the past, the

present and the future of the CBF are found in the
present bulletin. We hope that in this issue we have
not only assembled the documentation of an an

niversary event, but that likewise, and above all,
we are submitting an interesting collection of good

ideas, thought-provoking pointers for the future
and forward-looking visions that encourage and

inspire. The future lies in all our hands, but above
all in God's hands. And this is truly encouraging.

A l e x a n d e r M . S c h w e i t z e r

I
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Easy Access to Sacred Scripture
f o r A l l

3 0 Y e a r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

DANIEL KOSCH

In a festive celebration in Rome on May 9, 1999, the Catholic Biblical
Federation commemorated the 30"" anniversary of its foundation. The
celebration took place in the presence of several bishops and men and
women responsible for the biblical-pastoral ministry across all conti
nents. On this occasion, the future General Secretary of the Federation,
Clara Maria Diaz from Colombia, was presented to the public for the
first time. Next year she will replace the current General Secretary, Fr.
Ludger Feldkamper, svd.

Dr. Danie l Kosch is the Di rector o f the Bib l ica l -Pastora l Serv ice of the

S w i s s C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n a n d f r o m 1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 2 M o d e r a t o r o f

the Execu t i ve Commi t tee o f the Catho l i c B ib l i ca l Federa t ion .

h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

i s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n

o f a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s c o m m i t t e d t o

enabling as many people as possi

ble to obtain easy and life-related
access to Sacred Scripture. Thus it

puts into practice the important pos
tulates of the 2" ' ' Vat ican Counci l : the

Bible as "soul of theology" and basic
orientation for the life of the Church,

the collaboration of bishops, priests
and lay people in the pastoral minis
try, the active participation of all of
God's people as well as realignment
towards the "world", i.e. the econom
ic and social life of people of today
and the reality of religious and ideo
logical pluralism.

30 years vital and manifold life
o f t h e C B F

T h e c e l e b r a t i o n i n t h e B e n e d i c t i n e

Abbey Sanf Anselmo very impres
sively showed the multiplicity and vi
tality of the international Federation:
it linked a simple liturgical celebra
tion with reports from all continents
a n d a r e f l e c t i o n o n " L e c t i o d i v i n a t o

day - challenges to the biblical-pas
toral ministry" - presented by Enzo

Bianchi, the founder and prior of the
contemplative ecumenical communi
ty of Bose, Italy. The Bible Is not only
to be read and to be explained scien

tifically or in the homily, it is to be cel
ebrated and lived as well, it is not only
a book for "experts", but a book to
which all should find "easy access".

Speakers during the celebration were
not only bishops and theologians, but
also an Indonesian Sister who found

e d a n d d i r e c t s a B i b l i c a l C e n t e r a s

well as a lay woman from Latin Ameri
ca committed to the biblical-pastoral

ministry. The chant of the Schola Gre-
goriana Bonn recalled that the great
spiritual traditions were also deeply
inspired by the Bible.

Encouragement through Pope
J o h n P a u l I I

In his message to the Federation,
Pope John Paul II encouraged the
Federation to continue its good work
and underlined the basic importance
of the Bib le in a l l areas of l i fe of the

Church: prayer, proclamation of the
Word and also theology are founded
in listening to Scripture. The work of
t h e F e d e r a t i o n t h e r e f o r e " s t a n d s n o t

in the margins of the Church's pasto
ral life but at its very heart". Connec-

I
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ted with the acknowledgement of its

important task is the encouragement
" t o c o n t i n u e t o f o s t e r t h e e c u m e n i c a l

dialogue which follows when Scrip
ture is studied and shared by people
of different religious allegiances".

Co l l abo ra t i on ac ross

c o n t i n e n t s

On the occasion of the Federation's

30"^ anniversary, those responsible

The dialogue culti
vated in the Cathoiic

Biblical Federation

serves the simulta

neous purpose of

learning from others,
discovering in variety
what is common,

less common and

even peculiar to one

for t he Fede ra t i on , t he Execu t i ve

Committee and Coordinators, met for

a study week near Rome. Since 1996
t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e h a s b e e n

moderated for the first time by a lay
man, the Swiss theologian Daniel Ko-
sch; members are the President of
the Federation, Bishop Wilhelm Eg-

ger of Bozen-Brixen (Italy), a repre
sentative of the Holy See, bishops
from Africa, Asia and Latin America,

a religious sister from Costa Rica and
a lay woman from the Philippines.

They represent the 307 member or
ganizations in 126 countries.

In the first years of the Federation's
establishment, questions of transla
t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e B i b l e a s

well as the handing on of basic infor
m a t i o n a b o u t t h e B i b l e w e r e a t t h e

c e n t e r o f i t s w o r k . I n t h e c o u r s e o f

the last few years, exchanging infor
mation on the many forms of dealing
wi th t he B ib l e has become eve r mo re

important: whereas in Europe and In
N o r t h A m e r i c a t h e h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l

reading has marked the understand
ing of the Bible, approaches were
developed in Latin America, the
strength of which consists in the in
clusion of today's socio-political and
e c o n o m i c c o n t e x t . T h e c u l t u r a l h e r i t

age Africa can contribute exists in the
c u l t i v a t i o n o f o r a l - n a r r a t i v e t r a n s m i s

s ion and the actual izat ion of the Word

i n c e l e b r a t i o n . F r o m A s i a c o m e i m

portant impeti for a meditative-silent
dealing with the Bible as well as for
the dialogue with other religions. Of

course, these "accents" are not to be
understood as exclusive distinguish

ing marks - in Latin America the Word
is also being celebrated, just as in

Europe there are mystical traditions,
from Africa there are impeti for medi

ating between Christianity and other
religions, and in Asia there are socio-
politically committed biblical-pastoral
ministries. The dialogue cultivated In
t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

serves the simultaneous purpose of

learning from others, discovering and
further developing in diversity what
is common, less common and even

peculiar to one. These endeavours
precisely justify the expression "cath
olic" for the Federation - not only in
the confessional, but in its original
sense as un i ve rsa l r e fe rence t o a l l .

For the countries ofWestern Europe,
w h e r e t h e t r a n s l a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n

of the Bible are no longer to be found

among top priorities and where there
is quite an abundance in the field of

biblical-pastoral ministry, the Feder
ation is not of primary importance for

executing or sponsoring its own ac
tivities (as opposed to Latin America
and East Asia for example). The cen
tral issue at present is showing soli

darity with those who carry out their
m i s s i o n u n d e r d i f f i c u l t c o n d i t i o n s o n

the one hand and, on the other, the

F e d e r a t i o n c o u l d b e c o m e - f o r t h i s

continent which is st i l l strongly
marked by Christianity as the only

true and numerically absolutely dom
inant religion - a place for learning
how to live life pluralistically in the

spirit of Jesus.

Next Plenary Assembly in
Lebanon (2002)

In this sense the next Plenary Assem

bly of the Catholic Biblical Federation
in the year 2002 should be of special
interest. It is to take place on "biblical
soil", in Lebanon, where Christianity,
Judaism and Islam meet and where,

thematically. the question is to be
studied as to what the biblical-pasto
ral ministry and the formation of peo

ple responsible for this ministry
should look like, in order to maintain

dialogue in a pluralistic world. The
following provisional title has been
chosen: "A blessing for all nations.

Journeying together with the Word of
God In a pluralistic world." Centering
around this should be texts from the

Acts of the Apostles which narrate
how the f irst Christian communities

w i t n e s s e d t h e i r f a i t h i n J e s u s C h r i s t

in a multi-cultural and multi-religious
w o r l d . ^
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Address by the President
BISHOP WILHELM EGGER

(EXCERPT)

After mentioning some of the highlights of the past 30 years in his address
to the participants of the commemoration celebration of the SC^ anniversary
of the Catholic Biblical Federation, Bishop Wilhelm Egger gave special

emphasis to the pastoral orientation of the Federation.

"It has become apparent while preparing
for and carrying out conferences and meet

ings that the Federation has brought at
tention to the new readers of the Word,

thereby presenting the people of God with
the Bible anew. People are realizing more
and more that the Church is a community
in which many people listen to the Word
of God together, interpret it for one anoth
er and live by it with each other.

At the same time, it becomes ever more

apparent to the members of the Federa
tion that they themselves can promote the
intercontinental dialogue concerning the

Scriptures. Each continent stresses its own
accents in Bible-reading: Latin America

emphasizes the social context of the Bi
ble, Asians find access to the Word in si

lence and meditation: Africa, on the other
hand, celebrates the Word in vivid and joy
ful liturgies, and Europe and other coun
tries in the West feel particularly commit
ted to historical-crit ical bibl ical research.

All of these many forms of reading and li
ving Scripture enrich the Church and the
result of all these regional contributions is
a deeper understanding of Holy Scripture.
Thus the Federation is at the service of

these various regions and, at the same
time, is at the service of the World Church
which requires this dialogue.

May the Holy Spirit lead us to the truth (cf.
John 16,13) and enable us to read the
Word of God attentively while enabling us
to bring the message of the Word to the
w o r l d . "

( T r a n s l . : K . D o n n e t - P o o r m a n ) □
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Message of the Holy Father

To the Most Reverend Wilhelm Egger,
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l

F e d e r a t i o n ,

In the love of the Lord Jesus, I greet the
Members of the Executive Committee, the
Administrative Board and the Subregional
C o o r d i n a t o r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d

eration as you gather in Rome to celebrate
the 30'^ anniversary of the Federation. This
is an opportunity to thank God for all that
the Federation has done to implement the
v i s i o n o f t h e S e c o n d V a t i c a n C o u n c i l t h a t

"easy access to Sacred Scripture be pro
vided for all the faithful" {Dei Verbum, 22).

Indeed, one of the many fruits of the Coun
cil has been a growth in knowledge and
love of the Bible among Catholic people,
bringing with it a deeper sense of the di
vine presence in their lives. It is my fervent

hope that you and your colleagues will
continue to do ail you can to ensure that
the inexhaustible riches of God's Word are

made ever more available to Christ's faith

ful, that they may be better prepared for
the challenges that engage their faith.

Receiving the founding members of the
Federation thirty years ago. Pope Paul VI
made clear that the Bishops have the

prime responsibility to help the faithful
achieve a sound understanding of the

Scriptures. He stressed how good and
necessary it is that organizations such as
yours come forward to help the Bishops
in this task. What my revered predeces
sor sa id then is no less t rue now.

Without a sound understanding of Scrip
ture, there will not be that fullness of Chris
tian prayer which begins with the experi
ence of listening to God's Word. Nor will
there be that powerful Christian preach

ing which rises from the experience of
hearing God's Word and opens the ear of

the faithful to hear what the preacher him
self has heard first. Nor will there be a Chris

tian theology which speaks the great truth
o f G o d ' s W o r d r a t h e r t h a n t h e u n c e r t a i n

ties of human opinion. In helping the Bish
ops to teach the way of truly biblical prayer,
preaching and theology, the Federation
stands not in the margins of the Church's

pastoral life but at its very heart; and that
is a reason for great gratitude.

I also encourage you to continue to foster
the ecumenical dialogue which follows
when Scripture is studied and shared by
people of different religious allegiances. It
is vital now for all Christians to explore
more deeply the shared resource of the
Bible in the search for the unity which the
Lord clearly wills and the world so ur
gently needs if it is to believe.

Entrusting you to Mary, Mother of the Word
made flesh, and invoking upon the Feder
ation a fresh outpouring of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit who breathes through the sa
cred text, I cordially impart my Apostolic
Blessing.

From the Vatican, 1 May 1999

John Pau l I I

Excerpt from: Osservatore Romano
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Lectio DIvlna Today - Challenge
for the Biblical Pastoral Ministry

ENZO BIANCHl

The signs of the times are actually very favourable now following Vati
can Council II and Dei Verbum: after century-long alienation the Catho
lic faithful are now being invited to rediscover the Bible. However, this
turning towards the Word of God is bearing fruit only very gradually; In
the liturgy where Scripture and Eucharist are unified and, more hesitat

ingly, in personal and communal Bible-reading. We are often far from
experiencing the Word of God as a sacrament or as a personal en
coun te r w i t h God .

Yet life today thirsts for spiritual sources, for religion not only characterized
by social andlor charitable dimensions but also empowering people to
enter into a personal relationship with God. This is where the personal
and, even more so, the communal lectio divina is of fundamental im
portance: the future of the Church depends on zealous reading of .the
Scriptures.

The author, Enzo Bianchi, is prior of a religious community in Bose,
Northern Italy. He is renowned for his many publications on biblical and

biblical-pastoral issues, in particular lectio divina.

I thank the Secretary General, Dr.Feldkamper, and to all of you I ex
press my joy at being present on

the occasion of this celebration in me-

moriai of the thirtieth anniversary of
the founding of the Cathoiic Biblical
Federation. In this short paper I will

attempt not so much to develop the
overall theme of lectio as to highlight
a few problems that present them
selves today regarding lectio divina
and the challenges they pose for the
biblical ministry.

Introductory remarks

Today we are in a position to observe
and. to some extent, even to meas
ure and evaluate the centrality that
has been restored to Sacred Scrip
ture in the l i fe of the Cathol ic Church:

after a century of exile we are now

assisting at a rediscovery of the Bible
on the part of believing Catholics who
in the recent past were no longer
practicing direct contact with it and
for whom the B ib le was there fo re

unable to serve as daily nourishment
for their lives of faith and for their wit

n e s s i n t h e w o r l d . T h e C a t h o i i c

Church never ceased, of course, to
live on the "Word of God", above ail
in the liturgy, but, even for reasons of

language, it had no longer been the
word of God heard, celebrated, med
itated on and guarded, that could
nourish the faith of individuals and of

communities. But with its new posi
tion at the center of ecclesial life, the
Bible now continues to trigger a proc
e s s t h a t h a d r e m a i n e d s o m e w h a t

dormant for centuries and had even

begun to atrophy. Through continu
ous contact with the Scriptures, the
Christian nourishes his faith, discerns
and evaluates his proper place in the

company of humankind, and above
all inserts himself into that process
oV'epignosis", of super-knowledge of
Christ, and hence of the mystery of
God, which leads to the faith of a
mature believer, a teleios. Today
preaching, which is present in the lit
urgy through the homily, almost al
ways draws on the Holy Scriptures
and normally helps to make God's

I
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w o r d r e s o u n d i n t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m

munity. Indeed, "the Word of God is
on the run" (cf. 2 Thess 3:1: "pray that
the word of the Lord may speed on..";

proseuchesthe hina ho logos tou Kyri-
ou treche\ And it is certainly true that
there continues to be a demand, a

hunger, a profound desire for God's
word, above all in the Latin countries.

I am convinced that among all the
fruits of Vatican Council II it is pre
cisely this restoration of the Word to
the People of God that has been the
most significant'. However, at a dis
tance of forty years now from the end
of the Council, there are things that
still urgently need to be done, and a
more aware approach to the serious

study of Scripture remains a neces
sity. In a brief paper like this, I can do
n o m o r e t h a n m e n t i o n a n u m b e r o f

problems to which, by the way, I have
already devoted attention and re
search in many writings^.

W o r d a n d E u c h a r i s t

T h e i n t i m a t e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n

Word and Eucharist, rooted as it is in

the Scriptural witness, attested by the
F a t h e r s o f t h e C h u r c h f r o m t h e t i m e

Among all the
fruits of Vatican

Council II It Is

precisely this res
toration of the

Word to the

People of God
that has been the

most significant

of Ignatius of Antioch, reiterated by
t h e C i s t e r c i a n a n d V i c t o r i a n a u t h o r s

in the Middle Ages^, was reaffirmed

by Vatican Council II In a number of
texts (SC 48.51.56; DV 21.26; AG
6.15; PO 18; PC 6). Statements like
Corpus Christi inteiiegitur etiam Scrip-
tura Dei, Corpus Christ! puto Evan-

gelium, or like the perhaps less well-
known phrase: "to nourish oneself on
the flesh and blood of Christ not only
in the mystery of the altar, but also in
the reading of scripture", or "the bread
o f C h r i s t a n d h i s f l e s h a r e t h e W o r d

o f G o d " — i d e a s a t t e s t e d t o a n d r e

formulated in various ways by the

great Catholic tradition", have today
returned to catechesis. However,
there remains a certain timidity that
causes hesitation in affirming that be
tween Scripture and Eucharist there
is an intrinsic relationship, a kind of

pericoresis. Too often the Word is
thought of as a mere prelude to the
ce lebra t ion o f the sacrament , and

also too often people fail to recog
nize that the Word has the power to
establish covenant, the power to en
ab le t he be l i eve r t o en te r i n t o a l i f e -

giving relationship with God. The idea
persists, to some degree, that it is the
sacrament that gives grace, while the
biblical word is there simply to sup

ply Instruction or to explain the sac
r a m e n t .

This seems to me to be a crucial point
that requires a more profound recep
tion of the spirit of the Dei Verbum.
The reception of this text will remain

partial and incomplete until greater
depth has been reached in theologi
cal, spiritual and liturgical under
standing of the intimate connection
t h a t e x i s t s b e t w e e n W o r d a n d E u c h a

rist. The Word ought to be lived with
in the sacramental economy to the

point of being understood as a sac
rament, as the transmission of pow
er and of grace, not merely as the
communication of a truth, of doctrine

and of ethical precept. The task be
fore us, then, is to help Christian con
sciousness to mature with respect to
the sacramental character of Scrip
ture itself, because to the extent that

it becomes Word of God through epi-
clesis, Scripture appears capable of
effecting an encounter between the

listener and God, becoming a kind
o f c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e c o v e n a n t ® .

T h e C h r i s t i a n ' s a s s i d u o u s

reading of Scripture

If, in spite of inadequacies and con
flicts, Scripture has acquired a cer
tain centrality In the various spheres
of ecclesial life {liturgy, ministry, cate

chesis) it must nevertheless be ad
mitted that we are far from having
achieved the goal of personal and

daily regularity of the individual Cath
olic in the practice of reading Holy

Scripture. Clerics, religious, a few of
the fa i th fu l who a re more sens i t i ve to

the Bible, because better prepared

culturally, and a number of ecclesial
movements know and indeed prac
tice a certain regularity in reading

Scripture, but the majority of the faith
ful have no personal contact with the
Bible. In spite of the fact that virtually

every family has a Bible at home. It
seems tha t more o f ten than no t i t re

m a i n s l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a n o r n a m e n t a l

fixture. Rather rarely does it become
an instrument for hearing of the Word
of God and for prayer. There is a cer
tain diffidence regarding such a regu
lar practice and many even tend to

regard It as foreign to the Catholic tra
d i t i o n . W e m u s t r e c k o n w i t h t h e f a c t

t h a t i t w i l l t a k e d e c a d e s b e f o r e t h e

practice of regular reading of scrip
ture becomes widespread. Moreover,
such a practice is often hindered by
the fact that pastors themselves are

poorly prepared, which translates into
inadequate initiation and a lack of in
vitation on their part with respect to
the faithful. However, the conditions

of today's society make the adoption
of this practice of assiduous reading
of Scripture all the more urgent. In
the context of a pluralistic, complex,
multi-religious and multi-ethnic soci
ety, In which the solidity of the Chris
tian community appears ever more
deficient and the diaspora condition
of Christians ever more apparent, the
faith needs solid and profound roots,
which can be given to it precisely

through regular, personal encounter
with the living fountain of spiritual life.

9
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Everywhere we witness a decline in
participation in dally Eucharist; con
sequently, the individual believer
m u s t f i n d n o u r i s h m e n t f o r h i s o r h e r

The Word ought to
be understood as

a sacrament, as

the transmission

of power and of

grace, not mereiy
as the communi

cation of a truth,
of doctrine and of

ethical precept

faith in a direct hearing of the Scrip
ture. There is no longer an intense

parish life that can form the faith and
standing of an individual as a Chris
tian in the world; rather, i t wil l be

above all the Word of God present in

Holy Scripture that will nourish faith,
inspire activity, give one the ability to
discern the signs of the times, and
become a constitutive part of prayer.

Here I would like to say a couple of
words about the younger generation
who are experiencing difficulty with

respect to their spiritual life in a Catho
lic ambience. The Catholic ministry
is experiencing ever more a situation
of disjunction from the spiritual life.
T h e c h u r c h i f i c a t i o n o f f a i t h a n d t h e

moral reduction of the Gospel have

spawned the idea that the Christian
life consists in a vague social engage
ment, in a style of life that is altruistic
a n d t h a t f o l l o w s n o r m s s u c h a s h o n

esty, tolerance, generosity, rather
than In access to a personal relation

ship with God through Christ. Instead
of being the God revealed by Jesus
Christ, and known through Scripture,
t h e C h r i s t i a n G o d h a s b e e n r e d u c e d

to a kind of symbol expressing altruis
tic behavior. The ecclesial space no
longer seems capable of introducing
people to the spiritual life and in any
case it appears far more interested
in the charitable ministries, for whose

objectives it employs elaborate
means and spends enormous ener

gies, rather than devoting its atten
tion to growth in the faith and in the
way of holiness. Why is it that many
young people (especially in France
and in Switzerland), in their search
for spirituality, for meditation and for
contemplation turn to the Orthodox
East and even to the far East? Is this

phenomenon not due in part to the
lack of initiation to the spiritual life
within the ecclesial sphere? Where is
the challenge of hearing and medi
tating on Scripture being issued to a
generation that understands prayer
much more as a form of listening and
reflection than as a speaking with
God? This point is of crucial import
for the transmission of the fai th to the

future generations. The history of
J u d a i s m h a s s h o w n t h a t i n t h e d i a

spora the faith was preserved and
transmitted thanks to personal regu
larity In the reading of Scripture and
t o t h e o b s e r v a n c e o f S a b b a t h t h a t

went with it. Cardinal Ratzinger, in a
memorable speech to the Council of
the European Episcopal Conferences,
stated forcefully that, above all today,
the sensus fidei derives from regular
and attentive reading of Scripture. His
words are as fo l lows: " I am conv inced

that lectio divlna is the fundamental

e l e m e n t i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e s e n

sus fidei and it is consequently the
most important of the Church's
t a s k s " ® .

"Divina eloquia cum legente
c r e s c u n t "

The Word of God that resounds in the

community awakens, renews and
sustains the fides ex auditu (Rom

10:17), but tends also to bring the
h e a r e r s t o t h e o b e d i e n c e o f f a i t h

(oboeditio fidei: Rom 1:5) through the
workings of the Holy Spirit who al
ways accompanies the Word and

draws the faithful to a spiritual growth.
The Word of the Lord, then, builds up
the community by building up the in
dividual believer; indeed, we can say
w i t h L u k e t h a t " t h e W o r d o f G o d i n

creases while the disciples grow
more numerous" (cf. Acts 6:7), or that
" t h e W o r d o f G o d i n c r e a s e s w h i l e i t

spreads" (cf. Acts 12:24). Thegrow/th
of the community means the growth
of the Word, because the communi

ty is the fruit of the efficacious Word
of God, but also the place of witness
of this Word: if it Is true that Scrip-
turae faciunt christianos ^ it is also true

that divina eloquia cum legente cres
cunt,^ that is, that the Word of God
grows with the very act of its being
r e a d i n t h e C h u r c h a n d w i t h t h e l i v

ing exegesis that takes place within
t h e e c c l e s i a l l i f e . W e k n o w w e l l t h e

words of Gregory the Great: "Many

things in Sacred Scripture that I was
unable to understand by myself I
c a m e t o u n d e r s t a n d a s I s t o o d b e

fore my brothers" {coram fratribus
mels posltus intellexi)...\ became
aware that understanding was gran
ted to me because o f t hem"^ . Th i s i s

why the assiduous reading of Scrip
ture, above, all in the form of lectio

divina, should take place personally
and communally, in parishes and in
church groups and not only, as is of
ten the case, in religious communi
ties. Consider how meaningful a

community lectio divina might be that
would prepare for the Sunday Eucha-
ristic celebration — a lectio that would

make the homily an act generated
from within the community itself! The

spread of the practice of community
lectio divina Is therefore important
and desirable, though unfortunately
such a thing is all too rare today. A

great effort is required, as is a certain
amount of courage in order to estab
lish practices that are novel and can

prove to be abundantly fruitful.

On the other hand, the community is
inseparable from Scripture, because
the book without the community is
nothing, and the community cannot
s u b s i s t w i t h o u t t h e b o o k b e c a u s e i n

that book it finds its identity and its



B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M 5 2

vocation. The principle of so/a Scrip
ture is an impossibility, and this im
possibility is grounded in the church,
the community. Liber at speculum is

The coming decades
will show the power
ful influence and im

pact of the Dei Ver-
bum. This assiduous

reading of Scripture is
called for by the new

diaspora situation of
Christians, the con
frontation with other

religions, and the
need to give prayer an

increasingly medita
tive form, one more

centered on hearing

the formula by which Saint Bernard
defines the community as a mirror of
the book and the book as the mirror

of the community.^°

Word and History

Finally, the relationship between
Word of God and history remains

problematic, above all with respect
to the correct approach to adopt.
Here, one could give a pathology of
readings by outlining three temp
t a t i o n s .

1) The fundamentalist temptation
w h i c h c l a i m s t o r e a c h t h e W o r d o f

God without the effort and patience
of study, of commitment, of historical
critical analysis, without employing
the various exegetical methods and
without a hermeneutic of the Spirit. It

might be useful to recall the judgment

on fundamentalism expressed by the
Pontifical Biblical Commission, The

Interpretation of the Bible in the
Church: "without saying as much in
so many words, fundamentalism ac

tually Invites people to a kind of Intel
l e c t u a l s u i c i d e " . "

2) The spiritualistic temptation which
imagines it can reach the message
without the effort of direct impact with
the letter, with the hard shell of the

h u m a n w o r d . T h i s c r e a t e s a s e r i o u s

danger of manipulating the Word, of
subjectivism, of psychological or
emotional reduct ion of the let ter of the

b ib l i ca l t ex t .

3) The temptation to stop at history,
at the analysis of what is written with
out reaching the message. The risk
here is that of separating the biblical

reading from the problem of its over
all sense. These temptations are ac
t i v e a b o v e a l l w h e r e t h e r e h a s b e e n

a failure to hold together the two al
ternative pathways: from Scripture to
life (cf. Lk 4:16-30) and from life to

Scripture {cf. Lk 24:13-35). The path
way from Scripture to life enjoys, to
be sure, a privileged place in Chris
tian communities. And rightly so. To

acknowledge this primacy means
t h a t o n e h a s a l l o w e d G o d ' s W o r d t o

hold sway over the community, such
that It inspires, calls to obedience,
calls forth faith. However, the path that

goes in the other direction is also a
necessary one, the path that requires
listening to history, entering the
movement of history in search for a
call, a sign of the places and of the
times. To be sure, there is a danger
here of instrumentalizing God's Word,
of making it bolster a preconceived

ideology, such that it is no longer the
Word that serves as a criterion for dis

cerning the signs of the times, but,
instead, the Word Itself becomes il
luminated in certain respects. In this
case the danger is that the reading
will be reductive and ideological.

C o n c l u s i o n

I have articulated a number of prob
lems regarding the regular and atten

tive reading of Scripture and lectio
divine, but there Is no question that
in spite of these conflicts and difficul
ties, the future of the Church will be
characterized by the spread of this

practice. If the second millennium
was marked by a certain diffidence
with respect to Scripture, the coming
decades, at the beginning of the third
millennium, will continue to show in
stead the powerful influence and im

pact of the Dei Verbum. This assidu
ous reading of Scripture is called for

by the new diaspora situation of
Christians, the confrontation with oth
er religions, and the need to give

prayer an increasingly meditative
form, one more centered on hearing.

To be sure, the essential goal of this
real space accorded to the Word of
God in the l i fe o f ind iv idua l Chr is t ians

and communities, is that the true se-

quele sencti evengelii may become
e v e r m o r e t h e l i f e o f b e l i e v e r s : i t i s

their very lives that must become a

living exegesis of Scripture, a Word
made f l esh in the wor ld and in h i s to

ry, among men and women!

( T r a n s ! . : L . M a l u f ) □
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' E. Bianchi, La centralita della Parola di

Dio, in II Vaticano e la Chlesa, a cura di
G. Alberigo and J. -R Jossua, Paideia,
Brescia 1985, pp. 159-187.

^Cf. E. Bianchi, La lettura spirituale della
BIbbIa, Piemme, Casale Monferrato 1998;

Idem, L'essere poi^ero come condlzlone
essenzlale per leggere la BIbbia, Qiqa-
jon, Bose 1991; Idem, Dall'ascolto della
Parola alia preghiera llturgica, Qiqajon,
Bose 1990; Idem, Lectio divina e vita re-

llglosa oggi, Qiqajon, Bose 1995.
3 Y. M .-J. Congar, Les deux formes du pain

de vie dans fevanglle et dans la trdltlon,
in AAW, Parole de DIeu et sacerdoce,

Melanges Weber, Desclee & Cie, Paris-
Tournai-Rome-New York 1962, pp. 21-58;
E LIpinski, La Parole et le Pain, in Idem,
Essals sur la revelation et la Bible, Cerf,
Paris 1970, pp. 65-90; W. Vogeis, La pa
role de DIeu comme nourrlture, in La

Pique du Christ Mystere de salut. Me
langes offerts au R F.-X. Durwell pour son
70e anniversaire, Cerf, Paris 1982, pp. 33-
50. An historical-theological perspective

is contained in A. Milano, La Parola nella

Eucarlstia, Dehoniae Roma 1990.

" References and citations in E. Bianchi,

La lettura spirituale della BIbbIa, op. cit.,
pp. 42-64.

® On the theme of the efficacy and power

o f t h e W o r d , s e e ; I . d e l a P o t t e r i e ,

L'efflcaclte de la Parole de DIeu, In Lu

men Vltae 10 (1955), pp. 57-62; F.L. Mori-

arty, Word as Power In the Ancient Near
East, In A Light unto My Past, Old Testa
ment Studies in Honor of Jacob M. Mye

r s , e d s . H . N . B r e a m , R D . H e l m , C . A .

Moore, Temple Univrersity Press, Phila-

delphie 1974, pp. 345-362; A.C. Thisel-
ton, The Supposed Power of Words In the
Biblical Writings, in Journal of Theologi
cal Studies 25 (1974), pp. 283-299; F.E.

Crowe, The Power of Scriptures: An At-

tentpt at Analysis, In Word and Spirit, Es
says in Honor of David Michael Stanley
on His 60th Birthday, ed. J. Plevnik, Regis
College Press, Willowdale (Ontario),
1975, pp. 323-347.

® Cited in E. Bianchi, Ai presblterl, Qiqa

jon, Bose 1999, p.6.
^ So J. Caillot, paraphrasing Augustine:

J. Caillot, L'evanglledela communication,
Cerf, Paris 1989, p. 162.

® Gregory the Great, Horn. In Hieze-

chlelem 17,8. Cf. PC. Bori, L'interpreta-
zione Inflnlta. L 'ermeneutica cristlana an-

tlca e le sue trasformazloni, II Mulino, Bo

logna 1987.

® Hom. In HIezechielem II, 1.

Cf. E. Bianchi, La parola costrulsce la

commlta, Qiqajon Bose 1993. On the re

lationship hearing-community cf. the in
teresting observations of Gh. Lafont, God,
Time, and Being, tr. L. Maluf, Saint Bede's
Publications, Petersham, MA, 1992, p.
121f and passim.

"The Pontifical Bibilical Commission, The

Interpretation of the Bible in the Church,
Pauline Books and Media, Boston, MA,

p. 75. The document was published on
18 November 1993.

Co-operation in the Bulletin Dei Verbum (BDV)

One and a half years ago an Editorial Board for Bulletin Dei Verbum was
called into existence. The members of this Board meet twice annually at the
office of the General Secretariat; they advise the editorial staff on contents
and form of the Bulletin and also provide their own contributions. Members
of the Editorial Board are: Dr. Ludger Feldkamper and Alexander M.
Schweitzer (editorial staff), Dr. Bettina Eltrop and Dr. Juan Peter Miranda of
the German Catholic Biblical Association, Sr. Gabrlele Holzer of the Nether
lands, editor of several publications of the Missionary Sisters of the Holy
Spirit and the Divine Missionaries. Dr. Thomas Osborne, Director of the Service
Biblique Diocesain in Luxemburg and subregional co-ordinator of Latin-Eu
rope, and Fr. Joseph Stricher, director of Evangile et Vie in Paris, France.

Besides the close co-operation with the above mentioned, we can also count
on the involvement of many of our members spread over various regions
and continents. The first fruits of the harvest of this co-operation are already
apparent - as we are frequently informed. Thank you all!
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Globalization of Hope

Challenges for the Catholic Biblical Federation

VITAL J. G. WILDERINK

Long before the word "globalization" became a world-wide concept,
the CBF itself had set a globalization of hope in motion, creating
structures for sharing, communicating and solidarity - regardless of
the sepa-rating borders between cultures. This globalization of hope
is also creating a network of life and activities spreading over many
countries and continents. However, there are still other areas sparsely

populated and less developed In the sense of globalization of hope.
Here new and unknown lands are awaiting the CBF.

The author, Bishop Vital Wilderink, Emeritus Bishop ofltaguai, Brazil

represented the Full Members of America in the Executive Commit
t e e o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n f r o m 1 9 9 6 t o 1 9 9 8 . H e n o w

leads the l i fe o f a hermi t Carmel i te in Braz i l .

The Catholic Biblical Federationis celebrating its thirtieth Jubi
lee in 1999. This is an oppor

tunity to mentally retrace the path
traveled by the Federation. Others will
be able to do this more competently
than I, who have just come on board
at one of the last stops. However, on
the basis of my travel experiences
since the late 80's, I can only hope
t h a t t h e F e d e r a t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e i t s

journey into the future. A future that
will lead into yet unknown lands. For
the ongoing construction of lines, the
Federation will surely need material
for new tracks that can guide it effec

tively to its still valid goal: to give
world-wide expression to the minis

try of the Word in the Church.

When I think of the CBF, the word glo
b a l i z a t i o n c o m e s t o m i n d . T h i s c o n

cept has In the last years reached the
status of a magical formula. The pro
cess of globalization shows us, how
ever, in spite of all the ambivalence
of Its achievements and consequen
ces, that no-one lives for himself
a l o n e a n d t h a t o u r l i v e s a n d a c t i o n s

are all closely interwoven. In this
sense, the CBF set in motion a true
globalization, even before the catch
w o r d w a s i n v e n t e d .

The starting point was the Constitu
t ion Dei Verbum wi th i ts f ru i t fu l v is ion

of the Bible, the diffusion of which is
the task the Federat ion has set for i t

self. The result was a process of shar

ing that became ever more intense
t h e m o r e t h e c o n c i l i a r d o c u m e n t s u c

ceeded in motivating the faithful to
read the Bible. The Plenary Assem

blies, which were held each time in a
different continent, strengthened the
n o w i n e v i t a b l e c o n t a c t b e t w e e n t h e

W o r d o f G o d a n d t h e d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l

and cultural contexts. How necessary
a n d f r u i t f u l t h i s c o n t a c t i s b e c a m e

clear already in the discussions on
the interpretation of the Bible. With
out this continuous questioning it is
difficult to open oneself to God's
Word and its interpretation in the tra
d i t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h .

T h e W o r d o f G o d h a s n o c u l t u r e o f

its own. It points beyond every cul-
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ture. In spite of the frailty of the cul
t u r e s b e f o r e t h e W o r d t h a t r e v e a l s

God's mysteries, cultures and their
bearers, that is to say human beings,
are as historical subjects simultane

ously receptacles for this Word of
sa lva t ion . The CBF is in i t se l f no t an

apostolate nor even a doctrinaire es
tablishment that prescribes norms for
t h e i n c u i t u r a t i o n o f t h e W o r d . O n t h e

other hand, it cannot withdraw from

its supportive roie in evangelization,
to carry God's Word to the ends of
the earth. Hence, the importance of
a structure that cultivates sharing,

communicating, solidarity. The divi
sion into regions and subregions
doubtless helps to meet this chal

lenge. The Plenary Assemblies, too,
represent an invaluable richness in
this sense, even though conducting
them results In great financial difficul
ties. On this point, the globalization

that the Federation is striving for en
c o u n t e r s o b s t a c l e s t h a t a r e o c c a

sioned by the other, the unilaterally
economical globalization.

We gratefully note that the Catholic
Biblical Federation has been very

strongly engaged in the Third World.
In general, we can also say that the
r e s u l t s o f t h e s e e f f o r t s h a v e b e e n

positive. But how do things stand with
t h e t a s k s t h e F e d e r a t i o n h a s s e t i t

self in the countries of Europe and
Nor th Amer i ca? I f we can obse rve on

the one hand a flourishing scientific
activity, the absence of the Bible's
influence in the lives of the majority
of people is also quite noteworthy. We
are aware that the context is entirely
different in these countries; compari
sons wou ld the re fo re be ou t o f o rder .

Many Utopian dreams and hopes
have been shattered, and there are

third millennium expectations that
have not yet been born. Transition
periods are not normally conducive
to great successes, Which in no way

justifies simply waiting around for
be t t e r t imes . I do t h i nk t ha t i n t hese

c o u n t r i e s o r c o n t i n e n t s t h e C B F c a n

also contribute to a globalization of

hope. Perhaps the task is not so
much quantitative as it is qualitative
in nature. In a spiritual wasteland, the

starting-point for an incuituration
process is anything but optimal. Per
haps an Important step along the way
w o u l d i n c l u d e e d u c a t i o n a l m e a s u r e s

for individuals and groups. There are

today numerous alternative Christian
groups. To what extent can these
groups become bearers of hope, to
what extent can they open up new

spaces for life? Perhaps the Federa
t i o n s h o u l d r e f l e c t o n i t s r o l e i n t h e

light of these challenges.

(Transl.: L. Maluf) a
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At the approach of the memorial celebration for the 30th anniversary
of the Cathoiic Biblical Federation, the members were requested to

put in writing, in the form of a 'vision-statement, their experiences,
observations and desires regarding the Catholic Biblical Federation.
This would contribute to exchanges and reflections on the task and
role of the Federation, for today and for the future, in the various

regions of the world. The sub-regional coordinators from South-East
Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, and IMBISA/South Africa pre

pared short papers on the subject, which they read during the me
morial celebration at SantAnselmo, in Rome, on May 9, 1999. In the

following pages, you will find these four articles from the subregions,
as well as a summary of the most important points that emerged
from the 'vision-statement surveys.

The Significance of the Federation
f o r S o u t h e a s t A s i a

EMMANUEL GUNANTO, OSU, INDONESIA

n thirty years the Federation has

grown in number and influence.
The subregion of Southeast Asia

has 7 f u l l members and 22 assoc ia te

members in the following countries:
Cambodia (1), Indonesia (6), Malay
sia (4), Myanmar (2), Philippines (12),
Thailand (2), and Vietnam (2). From
the full members, the Philippines

came in first in 1969, and Vietnam

came in las t in 1995.

I see the CBF as a military basis or a
home for biblical-pastoral ministers of
the Word, scholars and field workers
a l i k e . E a c h h a s d i f f e r e n t f u n c t i o n s

and roles, but contributes for the

good of all. We gather from time to
time for training, for exchanging views

and for making strategies to make the
Word incarnate in the world today, to
preserve the life of humanity that is
heading towards destruction, and to
serve life in a dying world. The CBF
is a worldwide community. The Gene
ral Secretariat functions extremely
well, maintaining contact with all the
members all over the world by send-



ing circular and personal letters, and
not less our Bulletin DEI VERBUM.

Networking among the members is
greatly encouraged and facilitated.
Plenary Assemblies are held once in
six years, and subregional meetings
once in three years.

The first subregional meeting of
Southeast Asia was held in Cisarua,
West Java, Indonesia, in 1995, to im

plement the Bogota Final Statement
on youth and the laity. The second
was he ld in Man i la as a fu r ther rea l i

zation of the Hong Kong theme on
the Word of God - Source of life,
which became "Word of God, serv

ing life in Asia." Those were times we
came together to be enriched by new
ideas and endeavors.

'The Bible in the New Evangelization",
presented by Fr. Carlos Masters from
Brazil in the Plenary Assembly in Bo
gota in 1990, had far reaching effects
In our respective countries. "Reading
the Bible in the Asian Context", con
tributed by Sr. Maria Ko, a Hong Kong
born biblical scholar, in our Plenary
Assembly in Hong Kong in 1996, had
great influence in Asian countries
and, I believe, in other parts of the
w o r l d a s w e l l .

The Second Bishops' Institute for the
Biblical Apostolate, held in Malaysia
from 1-5 March this year, strongly
emphasized the Asian approach in

reading the Bible for biblical forma
tion of seminarians and lay people.

Our assemblies and workshops are

highly valued, and the members try
hard to take part, though it is not al

ways easy for countries like Vietnam,
Myanmar and Cambodia to partici
pate, both for political and economi
cal reasons. Those gatherings, held
in different countries, allow us to be

enriched by different cultures. We
experience the biblical hospitality of
the host countries. Each opens wide
i t s d o o r s a n d h e a r t s t o a l l o w C B F

members to have access to what they
themselves have achieved in the bib

lical apostolate. For example, we
were very much impressed by what
the Church of Hong Kong is doing
for the Church in Mainland China, and
how they did it. In our journeying to

gether, there is not only a sharing of
joys and sorrows, of spiritual wealth,
but also a sharing of goods. We feel
that in the Federation no one is ex

cluded because of financial prob
lems. Financial support is extended
on general, regional and subregion
al and on national level. This is both

strengthening and consoling.
The Federation, by its Final State
ments and final resolutions, brings to
attention the important areas of the
biblical apostolate, such as empow
ering the laity, women and youth, di
alogue with other scriptures, the chal

lenge of ecological problems. I expe
rienced the surprise of a youth lead
er when I proposed our bible youth
club to start studying the Qur'an. "Yes,
why not," I said, "it has been recom
mended by CBF."

The CBF gives us a sense of belong
ing to a greater entity. Two delegates
from Cambodia who participated in
our subregional meeting in Manila
last year, returned to their country
with great enthusiasm and new zeal
for the biblical apostolate. The priest
who sent them commented, "Now

they are aware that they belong to a
wider Church." We were very touched
when at the end of the meeting they

suggested Cambodia as the venue
for the following meeting. "We are
poor; we do not have much to offer.
But at least we have something you
do not have.. . Guess what? Clean

a i r ! "

Yes, the CBF unites all who work in
the biblical ministry, so that the Bible
becomes ever new and Interesting.
It reminds us not to stay with the let
ter, but to read beyond the words,
a n d m e e t t h e r i s e n L o r d w h o i s

present whenever we read the Word
as Word of God, Word of Life, with
faith and humility. Thus we journey
together towards the fulfillment of the
Kingdom of God, indeed, heaven on
e a r t h !

□

i s r
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The Federation as seen from the Middle East

PAUL FEGHALY LEBANON

The first time I heard talk of theFederation, or something like
it, was when we were doing a

t rans la t i on o f the B ib le w i th the B ib le

Soc ie t ies . The t rans la t ion o f the Deu-

t e r o - C a n o n i c a l B o o k s h a d t o b e f i

nanced, but the name meant noth

ing to me. It was at the call for the
first congress of Larnaca, in 1985, that
I began to understand, that I allowed

myself to be swept up by this great
Catholic biblical movement, that my
whole life and my apostolate were
transformed, that the subregion took
on a new look. After fifteen years of
biblical apostolate in the Middle East,

things are no longer as they were
before. We are no longer the poor
relative trying to make the point that
the Bible can be read in the face of

other confessions. And our reading
of the Bible has taken on a new look.

It must reach the people of God In
the language of the people of God.
Specialists who had arrived from Eu
rope were advocating an "academic"
instruction in the Bible, where the lat

est theories would be represented,

complete with Hebrew and Greek
words, etc. But since they have en
tered the Federation, they have fall
en into step. This does not mean that
serious studies are not being done.
But the biblical apostolate will be a

very important dimension even for
those who are doing research. There
has been a great conversion on the

part of biblical scholars, correspond
ing to an immense thirst on the part
of the people of God. We are now
more than twenty scholars in Leba
non and we are still not adequate to
the task that is before us. This is be

cause beyond Lebanon there is Sy
ria, Iraq. Egypt, the Sudan, Iran...

Without the Federation, there would

not have been any general meetings

where "b ib l i c i s t s " can make each o th

er's acquaintance, help and enrich
each other, arrive at a consensus on

questions that provoke their reflec
tion. It is not a matter of copying the

past of the orient just because it is
"venerable", nor of simply repeating
what one has learned in university,
but of offering a word that would be
a source of life for the people of God.
This is the convers ion o f wh ich I was

just speaking. We have been helped
in this endeavor by the presence of
the Federation (Genera! Secretary,
office members). We have been
helped morally by all the encourag
ing words. We have been put in touch
with experiments that are taking place
here and there. And above all, we

have been supported material ly
thanks to the funding agencies. Even

poor countries can come together,
because those who have much gave

generously to those who had little, so
that a kind of equality existed. Peo

ple left their countries for the first time,
met with other people, were able to
conduct drives of various kinds. For

with the poverty of our countries,
there was also war. And here, too, we

felt we were not alone. Every time we
were forced to give ground, we were
able to recover our courage. And the
forward progress continued, thanks
b e t o G o d .

Without the Federation, publications
that have come out especially in the
last eight years would have been

impossible. There would have been
no plan, no purpose... Why write?
Why publish? For whom? With the
Federation, there has been a verita
ble explosion, like what happened at
Pentecost. And it is important to see
w h o h a v e b e e n t h e b e n e f i c i a r i e s o f

the biblical apostolate. It has not sim

ply been a few "biblicists" who were

able to study in Rome, Paris or else
where... It has been, as the prophet
Joel put it, our sons and daughters,
the young and the old... And all with
a practical goal, in view of the sects
that are proliferating, in view of cer
tain confessions that engage in

cheap proselytism.

V e r i t a b l e b i b l i c a l l i t e r a t u r e h a s b e e n

b o r n w i t h i n t h e F e d e r a t i o n - M i d d l e

East subregion. A synopsis, a sub
stantial commentary on the four Gos

pels, or even on the whole New Tes
t a m e n t . N o t t o m e n t i o n t h e o t h e r

means of communication. A weekly
television program takes place on
Sunday: it lasts two hours and it in
troduces the liturgical texts of the

Sunday. Questions are asked of the
Federation, which is really becoming
a moral instance. A biblical journal
has been launched which will appear

every two months in sixteen coun
tries. The Federation is there for us.

A whole life-line has been created, a

whole network that did not exist be

f o r e .

The result is that we no longer feel
alone, no longer feel isolated, above
all where Christians are swamped by
an immense Muslim majority. People
are there in each and every country
w i t h a c o m m o n b i b l i c a l f o r m a t i o n .

This happens in Syria with the annu
al meetings. And in Lebanon, with
more than twenty centers of forma
tion in this small country.

And from country to country as at the
time of Saint Paul, from church to
church... and attention is paid to the
Jerusalem Church as well: all of this

at the subregional level. More and
m o r e w e a r e a b l e t o c o u n t o n o n e

another, in terms of articles, books,
conferences, sessions; and finally,
the presence of the subregion at the
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level of the Federation, whether

through the General Secretary, or
through the Executive Committee, or

through the funding agencies. And fi
nally in terms of the Plenary Assem
blies which replenish our resources

so that we can continue to function,

through our lives and our apostoiate,
as a "word of l i fe".

□

T h e R o l e o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n i n A f r i c a

IGNATIUS CHIDAVAENZi, ZIMBABWE

From the African point of viewthe world is a big family of the
human race . Con t inen ts ,

countries, the Church and the vari
ous religions are, as it were, the ex
tended families within this big family.
Companies, firms, political parties,
religious orders, charismatic move
ments, federations, small Christian
communities, parishes and dioceses
are, as it were, the nucleus families.
However, families, whether extended
or nucleus, are not homogeneous.
They have their own unique thrust,
beliefs, objectives or lines of action
which help society and at the same
time give the family a means of liveli
hood. Thus, to us, the Federation is
a family with God's Word as its main
thrust, it presents it to the world, to
the Church as something to live on
or live by ("it is written, 'One does not
live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God'.")
[Mt 4,4]

In this family, we, the Africans, have
some things which help us to partici

pate in the CBF. We, in Africa, have a
keen sense of God's presence wher
ever we are. We sense that God's eye
is seeing us. To help us appreciate

the structure of the CBF, we have the
hierarchical structure of the family
and strong family ties. Thus, the crime
one commits affects the clan, affects
t h e i m m e d i a t e a n d t h e e x t e n d e d f a m

ily.

We, in Africa, are very conscious, too,
of the Bible as the Word which is com

ing from the mouth of God our Fa
ther. We are people of the word. We
love the stories told around the Afri

can cooking pot. The Bible recoun
ted as story and discussed in this set

up, becomes alive, fresh and power
ful. All over Africa, what the prophet
Amos predicted seems to happen in
a dramatic way, namely, "The time is

surely coming, says the Lord God,
when I will send a famine on the land;
n o t a f a m i n e o f b r e a d o r a t h i r s t f o r

water, but of hearing the word of the
LORD" (Amos 8,11). When it was de
creed by Vatican il that the Bible
s h o u l d r e t u r n i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e

faithful in the languages they can
understand, in spite of the great num
bers printed for Africa, there is always
a shortage of Bibles. We feel very
much edified and encouraged by
God's Word (2 Tim 3,16), but, "Often
we live in a world that gives little rea

son for hope: AIDS, crime, unemploy
ment, political and economic insta
bility", says one African exegete, Luke
M l i l o .

Added to this and unfortunately, from
the very start, Africa received a woun
ded Christianity, a fragmented Chris
tianity of the many denominations
stemming from the aftermath of the
Reformation. Christianity, a lovely way
of life, a life of love, of breaking the
bread together, a life of friendship, of
sharing (Acts 4,32-35), a life of a new
creation (2 Cor 5,17) was, contrary
to Jesus' prayer (Jn 17,21), divided,
wounded and pieced by the division
of the Church into denominations,
sects, fellowships, and upper room
ministries which all purport to be
churches. Unfortunately, too, we have
even learnt to form many more little
churches and sects like these for the

sake of fame or gain.

God's Word is indeed the source of

life, but the very source of life is pre
cisely the very thing which has been
used as the main weapon of dividing
Christians into many opposing fac
t ions and churches and sects. We

believe that it is the biblical spirituali
ty based on the powerful Word of God
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that can unite us again and correct
the aberrations of fundamentalism
and many other 'isms' in this area. As
Fr. Mlilo says: "No prophet ever be
lied that all was lost. Though the infi
delities of the people were serious,
and though they saw a great disas
ter looming, they maintained hope
and became a source o f renewed

strength for the people. In difficult
times, their mere presence was a re
assuring sign for the people. The
prophets often proclaimed the resto
ration of the people and salvation for
all nations." To us in Africa, such is
the role of the Federation, such is the
role played by the biblical-pastoral

ministry.

Speaking about studying the Sacred
Scripture, Vatican 11 says: "This task
should be done in such a way that
as many ministers of the Divine Word
as possible will be able to effectively

provide the nourishment of the Scrip
tures for the People of God, thereby

enlightening their minds, strengthen
ing their wills, and setting men's
h e a r t s o n f i r e w i t h t h e l o v e o f G o d . "

{Dei Verbum No. 23). This we have
been able to put into effect through

the De l Verbum Course wh ich we

have organized in Zimbabwe and

Angola for the last four years for both
the English- and the Portuguese-

speaking people respectively This
Course has indeed been successful

and very effective in producing con
vinced Ministers of the Word. This

was in addition to the very effective

programs of LUMKO, which are
known worldwide, and the recently
e s t a b l i s h e d C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F o u n d a

tion, founded by Bishop Verstraete,
OMI, targeted mainly toward the
youth of our IMBISA area. These and
the national programs have been our

response to the Council and put into
effect the aim and purpose of the
c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

It is very gratifying that the bishops
o f I M B I S A d e c i d e d t o c h o o s e a b i b l i

cal theme for their Plenary Assembly
in Swaziland last year as a backing
to our effort in their area. It was, to

their surprise, very successfully cen
t e r e d o n t h e t h e m e " T h e P o w e r f u l

Word of God". It was even more grat

ifying when they came up with the
following preamble to their recom
mendations, copies of which are

available: It says, "We, the bishops
of Southern African Region, at our
Plenary Assembly in Swaziland, from
the 7th to the 12th of June 1998, have
r e f l e c t e d o n t h e P o w e r f u l W o r d o f

God. We have seen the Ethiopian
Eunuch in the Acts of the Apostles
{Acts 8) as a symbol of us Africans in
search of God in the Scriptures. We
have recognized the centrality of the
Scriptures in all our pastoral efforts
aimed at satisfying the hunger and
th i rs t fo r the Word o f God . We the re

fore recommend the following..."

May I take this opportunity to thank
the General Secretary of the CBF, Fr.

Ludger Feldkamper, SVD, for his sup
port, especially in the Dei Verbum
Course which he attended personal

ly every year giving his input, and for
his presence at the IMBISA Plenary

Assembly in Swaziland where his in
put turned out to be central to the Ple
nary Assembly and where he could
w i t n e s s f o r h i m s e l f t h e e f f e c t o f t h e

P o w e r f u l W o r d o f G o d o n t h e b i s h

ops. Our profound gratitude to him
and many thanks to you for listening
t o m e .

□
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A Vision of the Federation from the Subregion of
La t in Amer ica and the Car ibbean

CLARA MARIA DIAZ 0., COLOMBIA

I \s ̂  i y vision of the Catholic Bib-
I V ij ] ileal Federation is condi-
Li J tioned by my Identity as a

lay woman, profoundly marked by
the reality of Latin America and by a

personal experience of faith in the
Word of God, but also by years of

very interesting and positive contact
a n d w o r k w i t h t h e F e d e r a t i o n . T h e s e

are the main aspects that I would like
to bring out in this presentation:

The Federation was born in the very
heart of the Dogmatic Constitution,
Dei Verbum. Accordingly, it exists to
work for the fulfillment of the recom

mendations made by this Constitu
tion in its sixth chapter, but also, as I
see it, to help keep alive the spirit that

inspired the Conciliar Fathers to high
light so effectively the centrality of the
Word of God in the evangelizing mis
sion of the Church.

The Federation is an association of

entities, of various forms, committed
to the biblical apostoiate. In my view,
this means that the vitality and the
thrust of the Federation depend as
much on the work done by its mem

bers, pursuing their own options, as
on their feeling of belonging to the
institution. In fact, the statutes and the

structure of the Federation clearly
r e f l e c t i t s i n t e n t i o n t o m a k e G o d ' s

Word accessible to all the faithful,
through a common and cooperative
s e r v i c e .

Our time is marked by extraordinary
scientific and technological advanc
es that appear to signal common di
rections for humanity: but it is like
wise marked by the tragedy of

heartrending injustice, which is tend
ing more and more to divide the mar
ginalized peoples from the more
powerful minorities. In this context, it
is clear to me that the Federation has

committed itself to listening to the
Word of God and to proclaiming it as
a source of life and of hope.

I would like to present the Federation
as a privileged locus for communi
cation among its members, and
among those who are eager to listen
to God's Word and to put it into prac
tice, throughout our vast world. This
c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n v o l v e s a n e x

change of experiences, reading ma
terials, ideas...; it involves sharing
reflections, anxieties, accomplish
ments...; it involves mutual support..;
it involves working together under the

impulse of the same spirit. But, at the
same t ime, this communication can

help us to engage in fruitful dialogue,
to marvel at the richness of diversity,
to respect differences, to engage in
a joint search for the truth..

My vision of the Federation also has
to do with the future. In this respect, I
would like to see us applying imagi
nation and creativity in search for new
areas of sharing and of communica
tion among the members; coura

geously confronting the challenge of
formation, at every level and by all
available means, in matters that per
tain to the field of the biblical apos
toiate; working, with ever growing
commitment, to continue the shap
ing of the Federation as an entity that
can better sen/e and contribute to the

diffusion and the radiance of God's

Word (cf. Dei Verbum 26), while re
maining faithful to the principles that
define and sustain it.

( T r a n s L : L M a l u f ) □
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The CBF - a 'World Wide Web'

for Biblical Pastoral Ministry

The Federation from the point of view
o f i t s m e m b e r s

In the last general survey among members of the Catholic Biblical
Federation, a 'vision-statement' was requested, a description of the
tasks of the Federation in the different regions and sub-regions and
its future role. The most important and the most frequently recurring
observations that came out of this survey are assembled here. This
collection does not systematically distinguish betvfeen the situation
that is and the situation that should be. There is much that has al

ready been realized and is already functioning; there is much that
must still be intensified, adjusted and improved.

' W o r l d W i d e W e b ' a n d h o m e

b a s e

The CBF is a place of exchange.Here, members receive Infer
mation, Inspiration, ideas. In

this sense the CBF offers the possi
bilities of a WWW (World Wide Web),
as a member puts it, and Indeed not

just virtual ones. Very concrete ex
changes take place, among other
things, at the plenary assemblies. In
regional meetings, and through CBF
publications. The central significance
of these kinds of exchange Is brought
out In many of the statements. The
CBF is a WWW of people who read
the Bible In various life contexts, and
who attempt to live what they have
read. It is a network of Individuals who

exchange their experiences In the
sphere of biblical ministry and who
strive to maintain and to ground anew
the tradition of biblical pastoral min

istry In the spirit of the Dei Verbum.
The CBF Is a W\AAA/ of biblical pasto
ral ministry.

The stimulation that results from the

publications and briefings of the Fed
eration, and often too from personal
contacts that extend even to the ex

change of "resource persons". Is
viewed by many members as an In
valuable help for their work In bibli
cal pastoral ministry. The most note

worthy Indication of this Is the mutu
al support and the mutual learning
that takes place within the web of the
F e d e r a t i o n .

Some members go further and ex

press themselves In still more emo
tional terms. They not only see the
CBF as a useful network, but even

experience It as a kind of "home base"
- a home base for people who are

engaged In biblical pastoral ministry
in different places and at different lev
els. In their various functions they
meet together from time to time In
order to continue their education, to

share experiences, to mutually enrich
one another, to plan strategies, to
contribute, both through their corpo
r a t e w i t n e s s a n d e a c h i n h i s o w n

I
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place, to the incarnation of God's
W o r d i n t h e w o r l d .

Universality of the CBF

For many of its members, belonging
to the CBF means a feeling of soli

darity with sisters and brothers
throughout the world. Such a setting
provides not only stimulation and ide
a s b u t i s a b o v e a l l a s o u r c e o f e n

couragement. It is precisely at this
level that the plenary meeting takes
on an important role. Hardly an event
or a publication offers such a com

pelling and powerful experience of
the universality of the CBF and of the
Church as does the plenary assem
bly, No less powerful are the impetus
and motivation that the various par
ticipants take back with them into
their daily lives from such meetings.
This experience of togetherness also
gives rise to solidarity.

The universality Is also expressed in
the concrete variety of the individual
members; this is perceived and val
ued as a source of inspiration, as a
pool for exchange of experiences.
What unites all members is the uni

versal commitment to the spread of
the Word of God as a source of life

and of hope.

in the view of many of its members,
the CBF takes on, in its own sphere,
the function of a spokesperson for the
u n i v e r s a l C h u r c h .

Ecumenical dialogue

The significance of the Bible, and
therefore of the Catholic Biblical Fed

eration, for ecumenical dialogue ap
pears as a key point in the respons
es of members of numerous regions.
The CBF is praised as a "source of

unity among Christians". Through the
CBF ecumenical dialogue is con
cretely fostered in many places.

"Love for the Bible", personal access
to the Bible, which stand at the heart

of the activities of the CBF, are bear

ing fruit in ecumenical, and to some
extent even in interreligious dialogue;

certainly, the influence of this or

ganization is being felt beyond the
b o r d e r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . O n

the other hand, Catholics are learn

ing things about the Bible and bibli
cal apostoiate from fellow Christians
o f o t h e r c o n f e s s i o n s .

Biblical Spirituality

The fostering of a biblical spirituality
is seen as an important task of the
Catholic Biblical Federation. The CBF

i s a n e f f e c t i v e a s w e l l a s a n o f f i c i a l

agency of the Catholic Church that
s e e k s t o c o r r e c t a t o o o n e - s i d e d

emphasis on a scientific-academic
approach to the Bible in the Church
in favor of a more pastoral biblical

approach.

If the Word of God is to become fruit

ful for personal and community life, if
it is to be a form of spiritual nourish
ment, we cannot stop at the scientif
ic analysis of the texts. Lectio divlna
is a form of biblical spirituality that has
a r i ch t rad i t i on beh ind i t .

The Word o f God is the foundat ion o f

every Christian's spiritual life. Its
propagation in the various languag
es of mankind, and above ail the ef
forts made in the direction of a spirit
ual approach to Scripture in the vari
ous contexts, is a central concern of

the CBF. Primary and continuing ed
ucation in the area of biblical pasto
ral ministry at the various levels be
come in this regard a mission of the

highest priority.

Dialogue with the Bishops
M o r e t h a n o n c e t h e c o m m e n t s a l s o

mentioned how important it is for the
CBF, on the basis of its experiences
at different levels and in different con

texts, to have an impact on various
levels of ecclesial life, but above all
on bishops and bishops' conferenc
es. The importance given to biblical
pastoral ministry often leaves some
thing to be desired precisely in this
regard.

Suggestions and praise

Many of the comments of members
contain suggestions and wishes.

T h e s e i n c l u d e t h e w i s h f o r s t i l l m o r e

mutual exchange, for still more infor
mation on the daily routines of Indi
vidual members and for more con

crete examples of practical, on the

spot engagement. These are sugges
tions that must be taken up at vari
o u s l e v e l s o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

A majority of the responses - beyond
the suggestions offered for the future
- show a deep appreciation of the

CBF's existing value, its significance
for the concrete work of its fellow-

members. The principal assets of the
Federation in the view of its members

are the way it functions as a network,
a home base and a World Wide Web

of biblical pastoral ministry, as an in
stitution of the universal Church that

is also firmly rooted in the local

Church, and the significance of the
Federation for ecumenical dialogue.
Such an appreciation is heartening,
but at the same time it amounts to a

challenge for the future!

AMS

( T r a n s l . : L . M a l u f ) G
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Towards the VI Plenary Assembly

One of the main items on the agenda of
the combined Meeting of the CBF Execu
tive Committee and Coordinators on May
5-13,1999 were the first steps to be taken
in preparation of the next Plenary Assem

bly of the Federation.

T h e t i m e

In accordance with the six year rhythm of
the Federation's Plenary Assemblies, the
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e d e c i d e d t h a t t h e V I

Plenary Assembly will be held in early Sep
tember 2002 for seven to nine days. It will
be the first Plenary Assembly in the new
millennium, soon after we have recalled
a n d c e l e b r a t e d t h e h i s t o r i c e v e n t o f t h e

"Word made flesh ... that all may have life
i n a b u n d a n c e " a s f o r m u l a t e d i n t h e m o t t o

of the V Plenary Assembly of Hong Kong.

T h e v e n u e

Mindfu l o f the c loseness o f the t ime o f the

Assembly to the celebration of the Incar
nate Word, the Executive Committee opt
ed for Beirut, Lebanon.

Hence, the Plenary Assembly will be held:

- in one of the lands of the Bible (the word

B i b l e d e r i v e s f r o m t h e a n c i e n t L e b a n o n

town of Byblosl):

- in the lands of Abraham, a "wandering

A r a m e a n " w h o h a s b e e n c a l l e d t o b e c o m e

a blessing to all nations, who is venerated
as their father in faith by Jews, Christians
and Mus l ims - a l l o f whom c la im the l ands

of the Bible as their home;

- in the lands from which the Word, the ful

filment of the promise of blessing for all na
tions, has set out on its journey through
out a diversified and pluralistic world - then
a n d n o w .

T h e t h e m e

Inspired by the venue, the theme and mot
to of the Assembly have been tentatively
formulated by the Executive Committee on
the basis of the following two ideas:

- "A blessing for all nations.

- Journeying together with the Word of God

in a pluralistic world."

The biblical background of the theme will
be provided by the book of the Acts of the

Apostles.

After a consultation of all members, the
theme and motto will be finalized by a pre
paratory committee and the Executive
C o m m i t t e e .

Under this rubric we will keep our readers
informed about the process of preparation.

□
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The Catholic Biblical Federation {CBF) is a world-wide association of Catholic organizations committed to
ministry to the Word of God. At the present time, the CBF membership includes 90 full members and 217
associate members coming from a total of 126 countries.

The activities of these organizations include the preparation of Catholic and interconfessional Bible transla
tions, the propagation of Bibles and in general the promotion of a deeper understanding of the Holy Scripture.

The CBF promotes the biblical pastoral activities of these organizations, provides a forum for the world-wide

sharing of experiences in the field, searches for new ways of bringing the joy of God's Word to the faithful
throughout the world. The Federation seeks collaboration with the representatives of biblical scholarship as
w e l l a s w i t h B i b l e S o c i e t i e s o f v a r i o u s c o n f e s s i o n s .

In particular, the CBF works toward the promotion of the reading of the Bible within the context of concrete life
situations and the training of ministers of the Word in this direction.

The ministry to the Word of God is ministry to the unity of and communication between human beings. A world
which grows together with the help of modern communications and yet continues to show signs of hate and
destruction needs more than ever words of peace and of fellowship with God and with each other.

Wilhelm Egger, Bishop of Bozen-Brlxen, President of the CBF


