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The Catholic Biblical Federation (CBF) is an
international fellowship of Catholic organizations
involved in biblical-pastoral work. The members foster
mutual service among all local churches.

Translation and distribution of Catliolic and inter-
confessional editions of the Bible in simple language,
in cooperation with Bible Societies throughout the
world, is part of this service.

Furthermore, it is the intention of the CBF to promote
biblical studies, support the production of pedagogical
aids for a better understanding of biblical texts, and
assist in the formation of ministers of the Word (such
as biblical animators, lectors and catechists),

suggesting ways to form Bible groups and
recommending the use of both mass and group media
to facilitate their encounter with the Word.

The Federation also wishes to promote a dialogue with

people who believe only in human values, as well as to
encourage an encounter with the sacred writings of
other religions. Through such encounters, the revealed
Word of God can offer a more profound understanding
o f G o d a n d o f h u m a n l i f e .

The Federation appeals to everyone to add their

personal and community support to these great tasks.

+ Alberto Ablondi. Bishop of Livomo
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C B F

"Easy access to Sacred Scripture should be provided
f o r a l l t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f u l "

(Dei Verbum, 22).
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Tel.: (0711)169 24-0

Fax: (0711)1692424

T h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

is an "international Catholic organization of a public
character" (cf. Code of Canon Law, 312.1.1).
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E d i t o r i a l

ÇI have made all things new. And he added: Write this, that these
words are trustworthy and trueÈ (Apoc. 21:5).

A Mossi (Africa) proverb says: ÇYour word is like water. Once
it has gone forth from your mouth, it cannot return there again.
It is the same with water: it can destroy or make fruitfulÈ.

Regular readers of this Bulletin will know that the first part of the
text from the Apocalypse was the motto of the last Plenary

Assembly of the Catholic Biblical Federation which took place
in Bogota (Colombia) in 1990. Much was said in the Final
Declaration of that meeting about the ÇnewÈ and ÇnoveltyÈ.
What did it wish to say and what did it say?

Some years later the members of the Federation recall Çthe
wordsÈ that were said and that, at that time, they wanted them to

be Çworthy of trust and confidenceÈ. Fortunately, and happily, it
is proved that they have made not a few fields fertile. However,
some others, of great importance, they have left somewhat arid,
a little neglected.

This reflection comes at a prov idential moment for the Federation,
since it is actively preparing its next Plenary Assembly, which
will take place in Hong Kong in 1996. It is important because it

helps to evaluate what has been said and lived during these last
few years, that is to say, to take responsibility for theÇwori/^^that
issued from its mouth. And also because it points out and
indicates ways for the future.

This is the spirit that encourages us to reproduce in its entirety the
article of professor Teresa Okure, that appeared in the review

Concilium, in the February number, 1995, entitled: ÇTheBible as
a cultural LegacyÈ. In this way, we join together sections that we

usually devote to the theme of the present and to reflection.

In the centre pages we offer part of the fruits of this active

preparation by members of the CBF which we mentioned above.
The team of the Casade la Biblia of Madrid (Spain) has prepared
a working document, which can serve in other places, in view of

Hong Kong 96: ÇHe is not God of the dead, but of the livingÈ
(Mark 12:27).

The section Life of the Federation is always interesting because
of the activities of the various members. In this number you can
read of the experience of the Congregation of the Claretians, who
decided to place the Word of God at the centre of all their effort
of renewal. Likewise, you will encounter other activities on the
various continents. All this bears witness to the truth of the

w o r d s .

Pilar de Miguel


