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Catholic Biblical Federation

The Catholic Biblical Federation (CBF) is an
international fellowship of Catholic organizations
involved in biblical-pastoral work. The members foster
mutual service among all local churches.

Translation and distribution of Catholic and inter-
confessional editions of the Bible in simple language, in
cooperation with Bible Saocieties throughout the world,
is part of this service.

Furthermore, it is the intention of the CBF to promote
biblical studies, support the production of pedagogical
aids for a better understanding of biblical texts, and
assist in the formation of ministers of the Word (such as
biblical animators, lectors and catechists), suggesting
ways to form Bible groups and recommending the use of
both mass and group media to facilitate their encounter
with the Word.

The Federation also wishes to promote a dialogue with
people who believe only in human values, as well as to
encourage an encounter with the sacred writings of other
religions. Through such encounters, the revealed Word
of God can offer a more profound understanding of God
and of human life. .

The Federation appeals to everyone to add their personal
and community support to these great tasks.

+ Alberto Ablondi, Bishop of Livorno
President of the CBF

" Easy access to Sacred Scripture should be provided for
all the Christian faithful”
(Dei Verbum, 22).
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EDITORIAL

Where does the biblical animation of
the pastoral ministry stand thirty years
after the promulgation of the Constitu-
tion Dei Verbum? How has it developed
since the foundation of the Catholic Bib-
lical Federation (CBF), which is active
through 253 organizations in the 95
countries? To respond to these ques-
tions, the General Secretariat distributed
a questionnaire in 1993 to all Federation
members concerning the Part Five
“practical recommendations” of the Fi-
nal Statement of the Fourth Plenary As-
sembly , Bogota, Colombia, 1990.

At the request of the general secretary,
a selected commission analyzed and
evaluated the replies. The commission
consisted of 14 persons of the Major
Theological Seminary of the Vincentian
Fathers in Colombia under the direction
of Fr Florencio Galindo, of the General
Secretariat, Gabriel Naranjo, rector of
the seminary, and Federation zonal co-
ordinator of Paises Bolivarianos zone.
The Major Theological Seminary is the
oldest Federation member in Latin
America.

The work of the commission covered
methodically two areas: synthesis and
interpretation. These two areas were
subcategorized into three headings:
subregion, region, and worldwide. The
subregional synthesis, summarizing the
reports of the different countries and
zones, will remain a consultative
document, accessible to those interest-

ed. The subregional coordinators have received a copy of
the information concerning their respective area. Bulletin
DE! VERBUM offers in this issue the synthesis at the
regional level (The Federation consists of four regions:
Africa, the Americas, Asia/Oceania, Europe/Middle East.)
as well as at the worldwide level (pages 9-12). Each
synthesis was composed, following the scheme of the
questionnaire, seven sections with three parts in each
section: achievements, challenges and priorities. These
elements were selected strictly from the Federation
members’ reports.

The Constitution Dei Verbum of the Second Vatican
Council and the Final Statement of the Fourth Plenary
Assembly acted as a backdrop to interpretation, the
fourth part under each section. This part is the judgment
of the commission and serves to illuminate or question
material in any of the three preceding parts.

In the work of synthesis as well in that of interpretation,
the commission proceeded according to the following
criteria: team work, fidelity to the members’ reports, a
sense of moderation and precision, and a spirit of service
to the Church and to the Federation.

In presenting the result of the work it should be noted
that the biblical pastoral ministry is not limited to Federa-
tion members and that only 47 % of the members replied:

Africa: of the 29 members 7 replied (24%).

North America: of the 13 members 3 replied (23%).
Latin America: of the 53 members 47 replied (89%).
Asia/Oceania: of the 61 members 31 replied (48%).
Europe/Middle East: of the 94 members 31 replied (33%).

Nevertheless, this sampling allows us to see the devel-
opment and the challenges of the biblical pastoral minis-
try today. At the world level, the following aspects stand
out: the impulse that it has received since the Fourth
Plenary Assembly; the brake put on by clericalism; the
engagement of laypeople; a general desire for inter-
change; a longing for a synod of bishops on the theme of
the biblical pastoral ministry; the request for canceling
foreign debts of the poor countries.

No doubt, the existence of the Federation has awaken
the awareness to an essential but neglected dimension of
the biblical pastoral ministry; however, we are just ex-
periencing the beginning of this process. The present
overview may be a motive for optimism, because of the
many positive aspects reported from all regions, or a
reason to intensify our efforts. It is encouraging to learn
that the Federation, true to its original objectives, is
rendering a good service to the whole Church and con-
tributing to make that « the Lord's message continues to
spread and be received with honor » (2 Th 3:1).

Florencio Galindo
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1. Recommendations for the
whole Church (Bogota 8.1)

a) Achievements

* There is a movement towards
biblical pastoral ministry at the
parochial, diocesan and national
levels through organizations like
committees, commissions and
departments.

* There is an insistence on bringing
about a Synod on the Word of God.

b) Challenge

* To involve bishops and priests in
biblical pastoral plans.

c) Priorities

* To produce biblical pastoral plans
at diocesan and parochial levels.
*To create Christian communities
which share reflection on and
knowledge of the Word of God
periodically.

* Togetthe African Synodto address
the biblical pastoral ministry.

d) Interpretation

* Some bishops support the biblical
pastoral ministry; however, in the
majority of dioceses and parishes, it
is restricted by a marked clericalism.
* Biblical pastoral ministry opens new
directions in the apostolate despite
its not being very structured.

* There is an insistence that the
African Synod take note that the
biblical pastoral ministry is a sign of
the work of the Church throughout
the continent.

2. Recommendations for
the Catholic Biblical
Federation (Bogota 8.2)

a) Achievements

* Recently anew regional coordinator
was appointed.

* Contact is gradually being made
between members at the country
and regional level.

b) Challenges

*To adapt the structures of the
Federation to the realities and the
necessities of the countries and the
region.

* To establish interchanges between
members at the zonal and entire
regional levels.

* To bring about a common orienta-
tion for the whole continent.

* To maintain contact with the socio-
cultural reality and with communities.

c) Priorities

* To get the more active members to
help the less active ones.

*To create contacts between the
countries of the continent.

d) Interpretation

* There is interest among members
of the Federation for a combined
effort by the Churchinvolving bishops
and laity.

* The sense of belonging to the CBF
is poor which gives rise to passive
attitude among some members
towards the activities that they
organize.

* Apriorityistoincrease the members
which, at present, is deficient.

* There is an urgent need for biblical
pastoral plans that make the work of
the Federation easier.

3. Recommendations
to members - Material
(Bogota 8.3.1)

a) Achievements

* Efforts are being made to translate
the Bible and Lectionaries into the
languages of the various countries
and tribes, and to attempt an ecu-

menical translation; but, for lack of
resources among Catholics this task
is presently in the hands of the Bible
Societies.

*There are plans for the dissemi-
nation of Bibles but this is being
thwarted by illiteracy, the peoples
lack of means to acquire them, and
the lack of Catholic translations.

* Popular pamphlets are being
produced and manuals for spiritual
retreats, though the latter are not
easy to follow.

*There is a team involved with
translating Dei Verbum into vernacu-
lar languages.

b) Challenges

*To disseminate the Bible and to
prepare the people to understand,
live and pray it.

*To make more translations of the
Bible into local languages.

¢) Priorities

*To produce audio-visual material
for the illiterate.

*To produce enough Bibles at an
affordable price.

*To get the major seminaries to
participate in the distribution of
Bibles.

* To adapt the New Catechism with
questions and answers illustrated
with biblical citations.

d) Interpretation

* Efforts are being made to translate
the Bible and Dei Verbum into native
languages.

* Teams are working hard on trans-
lating and producing biblical material.
* There is a great wish to respond
creatively to the diversity of African
culture in the production of biblical
material that is suitable for illiterates.
*The use of material from other
continents could be encouraged.

4. Recommendations to
members - Structures
(Bogota 8.3.2)

a) Achievements

* Biblical committees exist; but, not
many biblical pastoral plans exist at
parochial and diocesan levels.
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* There is a certain level of coordina-
tion in some episcopal conferences.
* There are pastoral centers that do
promote biblical programs.

b) Challenges

* Toget pastoralagentstoencourage
love of the Word of God among the
grass roots.

* To infuse Church structures with a
biblical sense.

* To establish centers for the biblical
pastoral ministry.

c) Priority

* To form biblical pastoral teams at
diocesan and parochial levels.

d) Interpretation

* There are structures at the episcopal
conference and diocesan levels; but,
action is lacking at the parochial and
small community levels.

* There are incentives and openings
for collaborative and ecumenical
work in the biblical pastoral ministry.
* There is a noteworthy presence of
laity and religious.

5. Recommendations
to members - Formation
(Bogota 8.3.3)

a) Achievements

* Bishops are interested in sending
young priests to biblical formation
courses. .

* The solid formation of coordinators
is being sought.

*In some diocceses, plans for the
formation of coordinators do exist;
but, in the majority, the indications
are that the formation courses are
insufficient.

*There are courses for catechists
dealing with knowledge of and
reflection on some parts of the Bible.

b) Challenges

* To extend the biblical apostolate to
other areas beyond the area of the
catechesis.

* To form biblical animatorsin sucha
way that they are conscious of their
commitment tothereal state of things
in their communities.

* To push for the proper formation of
subregional and zonal coordinators.
* To promote the formation of
animators, especially inthose places
where no specific formation exists.

¢) Priorities

*To see to it that the formation of
priests and religious is enriched by
specific biblical training.

* To train animators for rural areas.
* To establish a regional seminary for
the biblical apostolate.

* To utilize the monthly retreats of
priests and seminary directors, to
motivate them for biblical pastoral
ministry.

d) Interpretation

* There is a marked interest among
some bishops for suitable formation
of priests and lay leaders for the
biblical apostolate.

* There is a clear desire to focus the
formation of priests and religious
more and more on the Word of God
and to begin preparation for the
biblical pastoral ministry in the
seminaries.

* Formation of agents is carried out
more at the diocesan than the
parochial level.

*To include a good number of
specialistsin Sacred Scripture would
be advantageous for the formation of
leaders.

6. Recommendations

to members -

Pastoral use of the Bible
(Bogota 8.3.4)

a) Achievements

* There is progress in the methods of
reading the Bible, seeking to illumi-
nate better the socio-cultural reality.
* The Word of God every time illumi-
nates more intensely the life of the
communities and their pastoral
organization.

* There are campaigns for dissemi-
nating Scripture through biblical
conferences and workshops.

* Translations of the Bible have been
a great help in promoting the biblical
apostolate at grass roots level; but,
thereis alack of pastoral plans which
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emphasize and complete the efforts
in translating and disseminating the
Bible.

b) Challenges

* To see to it that the Word of God
transforms the life of communities by
means of the biblical apostolate.

* To open up ecumenical directions
inthe light of the Word God, especially
with the Muslims.

*To promote biblical conferences:
day/week/month/year long.

¢) Priorities

* Togive creativeimpulse tomethods
of understanding and faithful reading
of the Bible.

*To seek to make the liturgy more
biblical and see that it reaches the
people.

d) Interpretation

* The biblical pastoral ministry is
being recognized as a means of
meeting the needs of the continent.
* There are efforts to make the Bible
more available for the communities
in their regional languages and at a
reasonable price.

* There is no balance between cam-
paigns for circulation and the biblical
apostolate.

* Biblical reading and reflection is
necessary in small communities and
the family, which throws light on
reality.

* There is a perceived urgency for in-
volving the efforts of the laity in
pastoral work.

*There is an urgency to respond,
with organized biblical work, to the
Muslim invasion and the spread of
fundamentalist sects.

7. Recommendations

to members -

Challenges of Today’s Life
(Bogota 8.3.5)

a) Achievements

* Principles for interpreting culture
are being worked out in the light of
the Bible.

* Inculturation is a central theme of
the African Synod.
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* The application of evangelical val-
ues to socio-economic challenges
andsocial justiceis already atradition.
*In some places there.are christian
sharing of goods and work with the
poor.

* Bible sharing has brought young
people together.

* The participation of women in bi-
blical circlesis good; but, the rejection
of their leadership limits their
apostolate.

* Pastoral ideals and plans exist in
Africa; however, the war situation in
some countries impedes the realiza-
tion of them.

b) Challenges

* To use the Bible to promote union
between faith and life.

* To use the Bible to throw light on
human problems and values in the
communities.

1. Recommendations
for the whole Church
(Bogota 8.1)

a) Achievements

* Thereis an opennessin the majority
of episcopal conferences to the
biblical pastoral ministry and explicit
support from some national cate-
chetical commissions.

* Ecclesial movements, with exten-
sivelay participation, draw inspiration
from the centrality of the Word of
God in the life of the Church.

* Some dioceses have significant
projects in place; however, biblical
pastoral plans are lacking in the
majority of them.

* Biblical pastoral centers exist par-
ticularly at the parochial level.

b) Challenges

* To make the Word of God the main
influence in the New Evangelization

* To overcomethe illiteracy problem.
* To resist fundamentalist sects.

c) Priority

* To study family life problems inthe
light of the Word of God.

d) Interpretation

* Worthwhile efforts are being made
to throw light on economic problems
and social justice by means of the
Word of God.

* Ecumenical dialogue and efforts are
seen to bring a greater effectiveness
to the biblical apostolate.

* Women are evidently undervalued
which limits their participation in
biblical pastoral ministry.

* Ecological understanding is lacking
and evident in the face of the grave
environmentalimbalance from which
the continent suffers.

and promote the formation of com-
munities.

* Toinclude biblical pastoral ministry
in the general pastoral ministry of the
dioceses and not reduce it to sacra-
mental catechesis and Sunday
preaching.

* To overcome a clerical mentality in
both ministers and laity, which limits
the activity of the laity and gives rise
to the Word of God being fostered by
fundamentalist groups.

*To encourage the communication
of experiences, plans and material
between dioceses and episcopal
conferences.

c) Priorities

*To prepare and carry out biblical
pastoral plans that favor the
establishment of biblical circles,
pastoral centers, the formation of
agents (lay, native, Afro-American,
seminarians, religious, priests and
bishops).

* To promote the use of the Bible in
informal (family level) and formal

(scholastic) catechesis, in seminaries
and in Church structures.

*To estalish centers for biblical for-
mation.

* To organize conferences on biblical
pastoral ministry at diocesan and
national levels.

*To promote the establishment of
groups which would read, share,
spread and live the Word of God.

* To urge that the next Synod be on
the Word of God.

d) Interpretation

* There is a great desire to situate the
Word of God at the heart of the New
Evangelization.

* There has been progress in the me-
thods of reading and reflecting on
the Word of God, leading to a better
interpretation of reality and clarity of
principles, convictions, opinions and
commitment; nevertheless, this pro-
cess is checked in some cases by
clericalism and reactionary move-
ments.

* Since the Fourth Plenary Assembly
there have been notable efforts to or-
ganize the biblical pastoral ministry
insome dioceses and episcopal con-
ferences.

* There have been fruitful experiences
atthe grassrootlevelinspired, above
all, by religious communities and by
some parishes, with active involve-
ment of the laity.

*In North America biblical pastoral
ministry is tied to the dioceses. In
South America the experiences are
at grass root level, though at the
same time, linked with Church
institutions like episcopal conferen-
ces, conferences of Religious and
the CBF.

* One is aware of the danger of the
Bible being displaced by the cate-
chism as well as of a fundamentalist
reading of the Bible within the Church.
* Biblical pastoral ministry is closer
to the grass roots where it is to be
found less bound up with institutional
structures.

* Biblical pastoral ministry is still spo-
ken of as one more pastoral ministry
and not as the use of the Bible in
pastoral ministry.

* The terminology used in the Final
Statement of the Fourth Plenary
Assembly identifies the Church with
the episcopal conference and its
structures.
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2. Recommendations for the
Catholic Biblical Federation
(Bogota 8.2)

a) Achievements

* The subregional organization of
Latin America has been adequate
and effective, maintaining good
relations with CELAM. Thezones and
the respective coordinators, espe-
cially through visits, have helped with
the contact and integration of the
members.

* In Latin America the Final Statement
of the Fourth Plenary Assembly, the
review La Palabra Hoy and Bulletin Dei
Verbum have given momentum to
thebiblical pastoral ministry and have
helped in the formation of agents.

* In North America biblical pastoral
ministry has its thrust at the level of
specialized studies of the linguistic
and exegetical kind.

b) Challenges

* To disseminate the statutes of the
Federation among members and to
extend the sphere of action of its
representatives.

* To promote the integration of the
zone members and to ensure vitality
and sharing.

*To make known the principles,
activities and structures of the
Federation among non-affiliated
biblical institutions.

c) Priorities

*To extend the communication
network of experiences and material
within the Federation.

* To undertake common biblical
pastoral events among members of
the Federation.

*To ensure the greatest possible
number of representatives at Fede-
ration meetings.

d) Interpretation

* The Final Statement and the
periodicals of the Fourth Plenary
Assembly have been very useful for
the encouragement and activity of
Federation members.

* The subregional organization of
Latin Americahas been gaining shape

and effectiveness due principally to
the determination of the coordinators.
*In North America the Federation
fulfills its commitment; but, a sense
of belonging is lacking among
members as wellas actual knowledge
of Federation philosophy and pro-
grams.

* The statutes of Federation orga-
nization are not sufficiently known,
not only among the various pastoral
agents but also within the Federation
itself.

* The great majority of members are
working at the grass root level,;
although, some do not operate with
any sense of belonging to the
Federation and tend to distance
themselves from responsibility to the
Federation.

3. Recommendations
to members - Material
(Bogota 8.3.1)

a) Achievements

* The Final Statement of the Fourth
Plenary Assembly has been widely
disseminated and studied.

* There have been campaigns for
publishing the Bible for the popular
sectors, in natives languages and at
reasonable cost.

* The means of social communication
are being used to disseminate the
Word of God through audio-visual
aids, radio programs, libraries and
audio-graphic material.

* Material already existing has been
adapted to particular circumstances
of diocceses and parishes.

* New lectionaries have been
published.

*In North America there is a
substantial production of biblical
material due to good financing.

* Biblical material for formation is
plentiful and easy to follow; although,
sometimes it is very technical and
specialized.

b) Challenges

* To utilize language that is didactic
and popular in the production of
material.

* To provide the people of God with
inexpensive and large print Bibles.

* To publish Dei Verbum in a popular
version.

* To publish audio-visual catechetical
material and texts founded upon
biblical references.

* To use communication mediamore
in biblical pastoral ministry.

d) Interpretation

* There is a greater awareness that
the Bible should be in the hands of
the people of God, particularly the
poor.

* Campaigns for disseminating the
Bible are supported by plans for a
faithful reading of it and a compre-
hensive vision of reality.

* There is great concern to produce
material which reaches the popular
sectors, which encourages reflection
and fosters formation of agents.

* Efforts are being made to respond
with adequate material to the modern
world of visual image.

* Collaboration between specialists
in Sacred Scripture and in communi-
cation for the production of material
is lacking.

4. Recommendations
to members - Structures
(Bogota 8.3.2)

a) Achievements

* Existing structures of the Federation
are recognized.

* Institutions, schools, departments
and faculties of biblical studies are
being established, particularly for lay
people.

* There is a notable involvement of
religious communities and laypeople
in formaticn centers and on biblical
pastoral commissions.

* Mobile services of formation and
animation are being implemented.

b) Challenges

* To organize biblical pastoral plans
to ensure continuous work and
effectiveresultsin addressing reality.
* To promote structures which
respond to the needs of those at the
grass roots.

* Toseetoit that there are structures
that ensure the formation of agents.
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* To see to it that the structures are
really at the service of the Word of
God and of lay people.

* To stimulate further existing struc-
tures.

¢) Priorities

* To center pastoral ministry in gen-
eral on the Word of God.

* To promote native biblical commis-
sions atdiocesan and episcopal con-
ference levels.

*To encourage acquaintance and
exchange among biblical pastoral
agents.

* To get professors of Sacred
Scripture to relate studies to the
pastoral ministry.

* To secure self-financing for institu-
tions. ’

d) Interpretation

* The Fourth Plenary Assembly has
provoked a creative search for new
ways of structuring biblical pastoral
ministry.

* There is a marked interest in the
structures encouraging the formation
and involvement of the laity.

* The religious life has offered its
structures to support the biblical
pastoral ministry and has contributed
to the continuation of the work.

* Biblical pastoral ministry is still de-
pendent upon catechetical depart-
ments atdiocesan and national levels.

5. Recommendations
to members - Formation
(Bogota 8.3.3)

a) Achievements

* Lay people and religious stand out
in carrying out the biblical pastoral
ministry and qualify themselves to
be suitable for the task.

* The biblical pastoral ministry has
gained much from the training of
agentsintechniques of organization,
methodology, etc.

*In some diocesan and religious
seminaries the Word of God is at the
center of formation and the aposto-
late.

* A good number of specialists in
Sacred Scripture share their know-

ledge not only with seminarians and
religious but also with lay people.

* Formation of pastoral agents is
being fostered through workshops,
courses, conferences, radio pro-
grams and in seminaries; however,
the awareness of the economic
investment value of forming pastoral
agents is lacking.

* The number of persons who
specialize in Sacred Scripture is
gradually increasing.

b) Challenges

* To set up specialist and interdisci-
plinary teams for biblical formation.
*To overcome the dichotomy
between faith and life in the light of
the Word of God.

*To continue to qualify agents in
terms of content and methodology.
* To prepare future priests to stress
the central role of the Word of God in
the New Evangelization.

* To train specialists in Sacred Scrip-
ture.

* To instill in the youth, catechists,
and teachers a love of Sacred
Scripture when training them.

*To see to it that priestly formation
takes serious account of the culture
of the Latin American people.

* To disseminate the valuable
experiences of biblical pastoral
formationthat are beingimplemented
in Latin America.

c) Priorities

*To encourage a solid biblical for-
mation of pastoral agents, including
bishops, priests, religious, seminar-
ians and laypeople.

*To put in place plans for the
spreading of the Word of God
accompanied by adequate training
in the new methods of Bible reading.
* To involve in the biblical pastoral
ministry the greatest possible number
of priests and religious through a
formation that correspondstoreality.
*To bring together exegetes and
specialists on various topics for the
formation of agents.

*To share experiences of biblical
pastoral formation and activity.

d) Interpretation

*There is a great desire for solid
training of biblical pastoral agents.

This training helps to overcome
functionalism and is especially orien-
tated towards the laity.

* Thereis an evident positive effort to
implement training methods for
biblical work, the centrality of the
Word of God is forcing its way into
the life of the Church.

* Apart from some exceptions the
Word of God is not central in priestly
formation.

* Specialists are being asked to use
simple language and agentsto geta
better training.

* In North America biblical pastoral
ministry is strong in the areas of
liturgy and catechetics.

6. Recommendations

to members -

Pastoral use of the Bible
(Bogota 8.3.4)

a) Achievements

* The Bible is used in personal and
community prayer.

* The Bibleis beingread andreflected
upon in all areas of Christian life and
activity.

* Christian communities centered on
the Word of God are springing up.

* Pastoral activities like preachingand
catechetics are focusing more and
more on the Word of God.

* Bible reading is being continually
enriched by the development of new
methods.

b) Challenges

*To encourage the education of
communities that will ensure the
centrality of the Word of God and the
essential role of the laity.

* To see to it that homilies are an up
to date reflection on the Scripture
reading.

* To encourage Bible services where
there is no priest available.

*To complement serious exegesis
with up to date hermeneutics.

*To make people aware of the
centrality of the Word of God in the
Church and of the necessity of
overcoming those who impede
Sacred Scripture from reaching the

people of God.
(cont. on pg. 13)
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The Biblical Pastoral Ministry

Three Years after

The Fourth Plenary Assembly in Bogota

In the light of the practical
recommendations of the Fourth
Plenary Assembly in Bogota,
1990, the biblical pastoral ministry,
as carried out by the members of
the Federation, presents the
following worldwide perspective.

1. Recommendations for the
whole Church (Bogota 8.1)

a) Achievements

* There is an openness towards the
biblical pastoral ministry by the
majority of episcopal conferences,
and explicit support by some bishops
and national catechetical commis-
sions.

* Pastoral renewal in some dioceses
is giving more importance to the pa-
storal biblical apostolate.

* The Word of God is central in those
ecclesial movements that support
lay participation.

* Biblical conferences/workshops are
being held (missions, retreats, days,
weeks, months, years) to promote
the biblical pastoral ministry.

* Some dioceses have significant
projects for the pastoral biblical
apostolate; but, a systematic plan is
lacking in the majority of them.

b) Challenges

* To overcome a marked clericalism
in the Church’s pastoral ministry
which is observed in all five
continents, at both the ministerial
and lay level.

*To overcome the tendency to
restrict the biblical pastoral ministry
to sacramental catechesis and
preaching, whichinmany cases have
a poor biblical content.

* To make bishops, priests, religious
and laity aware of the importance of
the biblical pastoral ministry.

* To promote the pastoral ministry as
a whole starting with the biblical
pastoral ministry.

* Tofosterthe sharing of experiences,
schemes and material among dio-
ceses and episcopal conferences.

c) Priorities

* To formulate and carry out biblical
pastoral plans.

* Toencourage the use of the Bible in
seminaries and other Church struc-
tures.

* To promote the proposal of asynod
of bishops on the biblical pastoral
ministry.

*To establish biblical associations,
especiallyin some Eastern European
countries.

* To promote more biblical conferen-
ces/workshops.

d) Interpretations

* There is a profound eagerness for
situating the Word of God at the
heart of the New Evangelization.
*There has been progress in the
methods of reading and reflecting
upon the Word of God which has
resulted in a better interpretation of
reality and clarity of principles,
convictions, options and obligations;
but, clericalism and reactionary
movements have put the brake on
this process in some cases.

*There are grass root experiences
which are stimulated above all by
religious communities and by some
parishes with active participation by
the laity.

*The biblical pastoral ministry is
closer to those base communities
which are not so much bound to
institutional structures.

* Since the Fourth Plenary Assembly
there has been a notable effort to
organize the biblical pastoral ministry
insome dioceses and episcopal con-
ferences.

* In some places the biblical pastoral
ministry is characterized by founda-
tional experiences without disre-
garding relations with ecclesial
institu-tions, like, for example,
episcopal conferences, conferences
of religious, the Federation.

* Bible groups are, for many of the
faithful, the only contact with the
Church, especially in Eastern Europe.
* Onenoticesthedangerofdisplacing
the Bible by the catechism, as much
as of afundamentalist reading of the
Bible within the Church.

* The biblical pastoral ministry is still
spoken of as a branch of the pastoral
work among others, and not of the
biblical animation of the pastoral
ministry as a whole.

* Some bishops and episcopal con-
ferences show nointerest in the bibli-
cal pastoral ministry. The Church has
not promoted aninculturated pastoral
biblical apostolate.

* The laity show great interest in the
biblical pastoral ministry but some
hierarchies and clerics are indifferent
towards it.

2. Recommendation to the
Catholic Biblical Federation
(Bogota 8.2)

a) Achievements

* The zonal and subregional organi-
zation is good and the animation is
effective thanks to sharing and
meetings between members, as well
as the visits and good offices of the
coordinators and the general secre-
tariat.

*The number of members is in-
creasing.

* Knowledge of the Federation and
its effectiveness has been helped by
the wide distribution of the
documents from the Fourth Plenary
Assembly.

* Relations between the Federation
and Church institutions are good.

* Direct communication between
members is good in Latin America.

b) Challenges

* To make effective the structures of
the Federation by conditioning them
to the initiatives and needs of each
region.

* To continue insisting on the recom-
mendations of the Fourth Plenary
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Assembly and to point out what has
been achieved.

*To make known the principles,
activities and structures of the CBF
among non-affiliated biblical institu-
tions and among members.

* To encourage new members to join
the Federation.

*To foster mutual support among
members.

c) Priorities

* To establish programs that would
help with the sharing of material,
experience and communication
among the subregions.

* To achieve a majority participation
of representatives in Federation
gatherings.

d) Interpretation

* The document of the Fourth Plenary
Assembly and the reviews as well as
therole of the general secretariat and
that of the coordinators have been
very useful for the animation and
integration of the members and a
stimulus to the biblical pastoral
ministry.

* Links between episcopal conferen-
cesand dioceses and the Federation
have increased.

* Where the CBF is more vibrant, its
contact with Church institutions is
stronger.

* The presence of the Federation is
more notable in Latin America and
Asia. In Europe it does exist; but,
relationship between members is
lacking.

* The associate members, more than
the full members, support and main-
tainareal pastoral biblical apostolate
even though they do not feel they
belong to the Federation to the same
extent.

* There are institutions that do not
belongtothe Federationthatdo more
for the biblical pastoral ministry than
do members themselves.

* In the majority of cases one notices
that experiences of the biblical
pastoral ministry need to be shared
among members.

*The Federation is not sufficiently
known even among its members,
and even less so at the general level
of the Church.

* The thrust of the North American
and European members is towards
specialization.

3. Recommendations to
Members - Material
Bogota 8.3.1)

a) Achievements

*The Bible is being translated into
local languages and diffused at low
cost.

*In Europe and North America
exegetical, pastoral, doctrinal and
methodological materials are
published; in Latin America and Asia
books, manuals and pamphlets for
practical use are circulated.

* Dei Verbum is translated and
disseminated.

*The Fourth Plenary Assembly
concluding documents are widely
circulated.

* Biblio-liturgical material is pro-
duced.

* Material is shared among those
working in the biblical pastoral
ministry.

* Means of social communication
such as audio-visual aids and radio
programs are promoted.

* Ecumenical Bibles and materials
are produced; however, in Africathere
are considerable limitations.

b) Challenges

*To translate the Bible into local
languages.

*To promote publication of scenic
and methodological material.

*To disseminate biblical material
among base communities.

* To securefinancing for material and
every kind of biblical activity.

c) Priorities

* To publishand disseminate editions
of the Bible, Dei Verbum, and other
important works in local languages
at low cost.

*To accompany the dissemination
of Bibles with formation for readers.
*To make available and to share
material on a permanent basis in the
various regions.

*To intensify the Means of Social
Communication (MSC) in the biblical
pastoral ministry.

*To support the biblical pastoral
ministry in Africa by sharing both
workers and material.

d) Interpretation
* Onenoticesthe concerntorespond
creatively to cultural diversity by

producing material for all situations
and surroundings because there is a
greater awareness that the Bible
should be in the hands of the People
of God, the poor above all.

* The campaigns for the circulation
of the Bible are supported by
formation plans for a faithful reading
and acomprehensive vision of reality.
* In Europe there is an abundance of
scientific material, while in the other
continents there is an abundance of
pastoral material.

* In terms of biblical material Europe
has the most possibilities; Africa is
the poorest; America makes efforts
to produce material for the popular
sectors; Asiatakesaspectsfromeach
one of the other three regions.

* Africa is asking the other regions
for help in the areas of personnel and
material.

*There is a worldwide concern to
make use of the communication me-
dia in a creative way as a concrete
response to the modern world of
visual images.

* Collaboration between specialists
in Sacred Scripture and the social
communication media for the pro-
duction of material is still lacking.
*The need for sharing material at
more than the basic level was noted
under Challenges and Priorities.

4. Recommendations to
Members - Structures
(Bogota 8.3.2)

a) Achievements

* Structures in the Federation
adequately exist; but, in some parts
they founder through lack of plans or
creativity.

* Biblical committees and groups
exist; but, not many plans exist for
the biblical pastoral ministry at the
diocesan and parochial levels.

* Biblical pastoral organizations get
stronger inasmuch as their depen-
dence upon related institutions
diminishes.

* Bible study institutes for biblical
studies for laypeople, religious and
priests have been established, and
alsobiblical pastoral ministry centers.
* In some regions, mobile services
foranimation and formation are being
introduced.

* There is notable participation by
religious communities and laity in



Catholic Biblical Federation

Bulletin DEI VERBUM 31/11

formation centers and on biblical pa-
storal commissions.

* Ecumenical contacts are being
institutionalized thanks to the
development of the biblical pastoral
ministry.

b) Challenges

* Tocreatebiblical pastoral structures
and plans at diocesan and parochial
levels.

* Toinspire Church structures with a
biblical sense.

*To establish a firm relationship
between the structures andthe grass
roots.

*To build up the presence of laity
within these structures.

c) Priorities

* Tofocus pastoral activity in general
on the Word of God.

*To establish independent depart-
ments of biblical pastoral ministry.
* To supply the necessary personnel
to the animating organizations.

d) Interpretation

* The Fourth Plenary Assembly has
provoked a creative investigationinto
new forms for structuring the biblical
pastoral ministry.

* The good relations between
Catholic biblical associations and
Church structures has contributed
to the vitalization of both and to the
dynamism of the biblical pastoral
ministry.

* One notices an eagerness to focus
pastoral work on the Word of God.
* The structures which deal with
formation are the ones that give most
stimulus to the biblical pastoral
ministry.

* One notices a marked interest for
intensifying the participation and
formation of the laity.

* More than the structures it is the
personal contact with the Bible that
contributes to arousing the faith in
the people.

* The biblical pastoral ministry still
depends on the departments of
catechesis at national and diocesan
levels.

5. Recommendations to the
Members - Formation (Bogota
8.3.3)

a) Achievements

* Doctrinal and methodological,
elementary and specialized formation

is offered in abundance.

* There is an interest among the lay
workers for a formation and they in
turnshareit with othersin workshops,
groups and courses.

* There is a focus of formation and
the apostolate of the seminarians on
the Word of God. Bishops and priests
assume this as a starting point for
their life and mission.

* The bishops are concerned about a
biblical specialization, above all by
priests.

* Biblical retreats are organized for
priests, religious and laity.

* With the exception of Europe,
specialists in Sacred Scripture share
theirknowledge with seminarians and
the grass roots and animate Bible
groups.

b) Challenges

*To prepare specialists in Sacred
Scripture.

* To provide basic biblical formation
at the popular level.

* To equip workers with methodology
and content.

* To succeed in making the Word of
God the soul of formation for priests
and religious.

* To constitute specialized and inter-
disciplinary teams of formation.

* To inculcate a biblical sense in the
religious teaching in schools and
colleges.

c) Priorities

* To promote the permanent biblical
formation of bishops, priests,
seminarists, religious and laity.

*To accompany dissemination of
Bibles with methods of Bible reading.
*To make sure that professors of
Sacred Scripture relate study of the
Bible with pastoral ministry.

*To encourage an ecumenical
character in biblical formation.

d) Interpretation

* Plans for biblical formation are
taking into account the role of the
laity in the New Evangelization
without discarding the importance of
the clergy and religious.

* Biblical formation is directed as
much at specialists as at the grass
roots and covers both theory and
practice.

* Biblical formation is fundamental
for overcoming mere functionalism
among agents in the field.

* Formation in seminaries still does
not promote nor support satisfactorily
the specific work of the biblical
pastoral ministry.

* The whole plan of biblical formation
should make sure of personal contact
with the Word of God and lead to an
experience of prayer.

* Europe and Africa represent the
extremes of what is happening in
formation: in the former there is
competence but little feeling for the
pastoral aspect; in the latter
preaching is diminished while the
pastoral work is sufficient.

* Biblical formation should inspire the
substition of a materially based
education for a personal and liberat-
ing one.

*The preparation of specialists in
Sacred Scripture and biblical pastoral
agents is a matter of urgency, espe-
cially in Africa.

6. Recommendations to the
Members - Pastoral Use of the
Bible (Bogota 8.3.4)

a) Achievements

*There is support for the biblical
pastoral ministry within the pastoral
ministry overall.

* There is a dissemination of simple
methods of faithful reading of the
Bible that has contributed to the
emergence and formation of bible
groups and Base Ecclesial Communi-
ties(CEB).

* Ministers of the Word are emerging
who animate and organize group
reflection.

b) Challenges

* To persuade people that the Word
of God is the support of the New
Evangelization and promotes the
formation of communities.

*To get pastoral agents to foster
love of the Word of God at grass root
level.

*To encourage the formation of
communities in which the Word of
God is the foundation and lay people
take over an active role.

* To draw up methods and plans for
the faithful reading of the Word of
God.

* To elaborate strategic plans for the
pastoral use of the Bible.

* To continue to give a more biblical
flavor to the liturgy and to homilies.






