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Editorial

With a broad smile and a perceptive look, he receives his visitors
with open arms as if he had been waiting forthem alongtime. The
people of Livorno wanted to celebrate Bishop Alberto Ablondi's
25th Episcopal Anniversary, during which time they have come to
appreciate the warm humanity of their Bishop. They don’t hold it
against him that at times he leaves the diocese to pursue some
great issues of the universal Church, like those of the Bible. The
Catholic Biblical Federation joins the well wishers of Livorno with
Lsincere thanks, Msgr. Ablondi!“, (p. 8).

Could a thirst for the Bible be one of the fruits of the Council?
Indeed with numerous Catholics there exists a growing thirst for
reading the Bible. How will the thirst for this book be quenched?
If it were only under the assistance of specialists, then God'’s
people would hardly find access to a personal reading of the Bible
as is found in these small groups of Bible sharing. In all of the
continents, the simple methods which guide, correct and influence
the groups have flourished. In this issue, we publish one of these
methods with roots in Asia, (p. 4-6). In South Africa several
methods have met with great success. The funding agency,
Missio Munich, has collected four of them and presented them to
the German speaking Churches. This exchange between the
Churches of different continents could provide a valuable
opportunity, as Dr. Ortkemper, the director of the ,Katholisches
Bibelwerk" indicates, (p.6-8).

In the perspective of exchanging experiences in the biblical-
pastoralfield, Fr. Le Dorze describes a pratice in Japan of reading
the Bible in 100 weeks, (p. 13-16).

The Final Statement of Bogota should not gather dust on the
bookshelves. Fortunately, the members of the Federation try to
work with it, to apply it to actual situations, and translate it into the
terms of life. We would like to receive the story of these real life
applications here atthe Secretariatin Stuttgart. Allof your initiatives
are useful to us! In this Bulletin you will find a summary of
experiences in the biblical-pastoral ministry in Spain, (p. 9-10).

One of the practical recommendations of the Final Statement of
Bogota is the practice of Bible Sunday/week/month/year. This
seems to be the very wish of the Pope himself, ,Inorderto educate
the faithfulinthis school of the Word of God, it would be very useful
to promote a Bible week or month*, (p. 20).

We are still in the process of evaluating the questionaires on Bible
Sunday. The region Asia/Oceania can look back on a long pratice
of Bible Sunday, (p. 11-12).

Adiocese in Argentina organized a ,year of the Bible“, (p. 17-18).
This good news deserves our attention.

We wish all of our readers a good and fruitful year of the Bible!

Mark Sevin
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The expression "Bible Sharing" may defy a clear
definition. But it always refers to a group of people
who gather together to listen in common and in
prayerto God’'s Word addressed to them today and
to live it accordingly.

For effective Bible sharing, "methods" have been
developedwhich correspondto the preoccupations
and needs of the Bible groups. Depending on the
participants, their situations and countries, these
methods assume different colors.

Knowing other methods and models may lead to
modifying and improving one’s own practice. In
any case, a Bible sharing method may hardly be
exported in its entirety since it may be identified
too much with the group where it originated.

The method described below has been developed
at the John Paul I Biblical Center (JPIBC) in
Vigan, Philippines and promotedthroughits Basic
Bible Seminar. It has found wide acceptance in the
Philippines and in other countries.

Even though only a short explanation is presented
here, experience has shown that the Basic Bible
Seminar mentioned above or a similar thorough
introduction to Bible sharing is highly
recommendablefor aresponsible andfruitful Bible
sharing. For further information on the Basic
Bible Seminar please write to: John Paul I Biblical
Center, 2700 Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Philippines.

The Simple Method of
Bible Sharing

# INTRODUCTION
L. The Group

Four to six persons who in trust, openness and respect
listen in common to the Word of God, and try to
answer it; persons who on the basis of the Word of
God, through mutual self-communication, try to find
their way towards a deeper Christian community.

IL. The Atmosphere
For Bible sharing, a quiet atmosphere is really
necessary. That is:

Freedom from noise, thus a place where the group
can meet undisturbed,

Freedom from time pressure, thus sufficient time
should be available, (according to experience, a
group of five people needs about 45 - 60 minutes for
this method).

The participants sit in an open circle (not around a
table), so that each one can not only hear the others
but also see them.

Aburning candle inthe midst reminds the participants
that Christ, the Word of God, is the light of the world
(Jn 1,1.9; 8,12; 12,46) and that he is present in the
midst of those gathered in his name (Mt 8,20). All of
this helps towards creating the right atmosphere.

He or she need not be an expert, because it is not his/

hertask to convey actual knowledge. Their task ratheris
to lead the group in the Bible sharing by announcing the
individual steps of the method. He/she may also lead the
opening and closing prayer, or may ask for a volunteer.
He/she may invite someone in the group only to read, but
not to share.

It is advisable, but not absolutely necessary, that all
membershave acopy of the Bible in the same translation.
Itis recommended to take one of the three readings of the
Sunday liturgy for this Bible sharing.

Y. The Method

The group decides on the model they will use (prayer -
response, action - response, or a combination of both)
before beginning each session.

Itis recommended to use the model prayer - response for
the first few times, and then the group may choose to go
on to the action - response. After that, the two

may be used alternately.

¥ THE THREE MODELS iinsmms

- Opening prayer or song

The participants will try to become aware of God’s
presence. Jesus said "Where there are two or three
gathered in my name, there I am in their midst." (Mt
18,20). Also a prayer of petition would be appropriate
according to the words of Scripture, "Speak Lord,
your servant is listening"” (1 Sm 3,10) or "You have
words of eternal life" (Jn 6,68) or a petition to the Holy
Spirit, who can open our ears and free us from
everything that would hinder us from hearing God’s
word or a hymn to the Holy Spirit, "Come Holy
Spirit", etc.

- First Step
First contact with the TEXT, with the "dead letter".

Reading of the text - One member of the group
reads it aloud, the others participate by listening, and/
or reading it silently.

Silence - After the reading, all observe silence for
about three minutes, during which they go over the
text once more. They choose a word or words, phrase
or phrases, verse or verses that strike them.

Sharing - After about three minutes, the facilitator
invites the group members to share the word or words,
phrase or phrases, verse or verses that struck them.
They are not to give any explanation, only a striking
word, phrase or verse with the corresponding verse
number. For example, "I was struck by the word
‘light’ in verse 5" (in 1 Jn 1). No explanation is given,
nor the reason why this particular word, phrase or
verse is very striking.

- Second Step

The "dead letter" of Scripture becomes the living
WORD for me (and perhaps, through me, for others as
well).

Reading of the same text - After all have shared
upon the invitation of the facilitator, another member
reads the same text aloud. The others again participate
silently.

Silence - and listening to the WORD for me (about
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5 minutes) - After the reading all observe deep silence
for about five minutes, during which each member
listens intently to God's personal message to him/her.
Prompted by the text and/or the sharing of the other
group members, something will emerge as most
meaningful to each group member, and true to their
own experience or applicable to their own lives.
‘While listening, the participants ask themselves, "What
do you, God, want to tell me personally for my very
concrete life?".

Sharing of the Word for me with the others - After
about five minutes the facilitator invites the group
members to share what they have heard in the depths
of their heart. In order to keep the sharing on a
personal level and to refrain from moralizing, they
will try to use only the first person singular (I, me, my,
mine). Itis amatter of simple sharing, not of discussion
nor of preaching in the sense of moralizing. The word
of Pope Paul VI may be recorded here "Is there any
other way of handing on the Gospel, than by
transmitting to another person one’s personal
experience of faith?" (Evangelii Nuntiandi)

- Third Step
The WORD demands a RESPONSE.

Reading of the same text - After all have shared,
another member of the group reads the text a third
time, while the others listen and/or read silently.

Silence and personal answer to the WORD - After
the reading the group observes deep silence once
again, during which each person tries to answer what
has been perceived as the personal Word of God.
There ought to be a real correspondence between the
Word and the answer, for instance, expressing one’s
trust if the Word was a promise, one’s obedience if it
was a command. The prayer could also be praise and
thanks, repentance, petition, intercession, depending
on the message received.

Sharing of the personal prayer response -1 express
aloud the personal answer of my heart to the Word I
have received, so thatit may be confirmed through the
Amen, (expressed or in silence) of the other
participants.

- Concluding prayer or song

A prayer of praise or thanks, a song or the Lord’s
Prayer recited by the group together, fit very well as
a conclusion to the common Bible Sharing.

- Opening prayer or song

- First Step
Same as in Model A: prayer - response

- Second Step

Same as in Model A: prayer - response

- Third Step
The WORD demands an ANSWER

Reading of the text - as in model prayer - response

Silence and personal answer to the Word - (about
5 minutes): Here I ask myself (or I ask God) how I can
put into action in the concrete circumstances of my
life the Word that I have received.

Sharing of the personal action response: Each
participant shares with the others how he/she wants to
live the Word. Bible sharing groups, which form a
natural community (family, religious community,
classmates, colleagues at work or office etc.), could
try to reach a conclusion on how they, in common, as
a community, could try to live their answer.

- Closing prayer
Same as in Model A: prayer - response

Prayer and action response could also be combined,
this of course would require more time, since this
combination consists actually of four steps, but it is
not necessary to read the text a fourth time, followed
by the period of silence, in sharing the action -
response, the prayer - response could be integrated as
well.

# DETAILED EXPLANATION
AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE METHOD

I. The Three Steps: TEXT - WORD - RESPONSE

The TEXT is the objective form of the Word of God,
independent from myself and given to the ME. God
speaks first, he takes the initiative.

The WORD of God is a personal Word, a Word from
person to person. Itis addressed to me and it is spoken to
me, and I am at stake. It strikes me and it means me.

Whenever God speaks to me I have to answer, his Word
demands my ANSWER. Thus, a dialogue is opened up,
in prayer and in life.

II. The Reading of the Same Text Three Times

The advantage of a common reading aloud of the text or
letting it ring in my ears, should not be underestimated.
For that reason, the reading should never be reduced to
once or twice in order to gain time.

* In this way the text sinks in better.

* Also, people who are unable to read, or have
difficulties with reading (children, analphabets,
the blind, handicapped) can thus participate.

* Though the text remains the same, the understanding
of it is deepened step by step. With each new
reading of the text, all that has been shared is heard
once again.

* Through reading the text three times, it is referred to
time and again, so that during and after our sharing,
we stick to the text and orientate ourselves to it.

* Finally, through the three times reading, we express
our conviction that faith comes through hearing,
and the inspired text is more important and more
significant than whatever we may say in the sharing.

III. Triple Silence

The minutes of silence are of great importance. They are

the bridge from reading to sharing.

* The minutes passed silently are not a time of passive
waiting for the sharing to begin, but moments of
the deepest personal activity. Unless the Bible sharing
emerges from silence and a personal encounter of the
Word, it easily drifts into mere chatting.

* Only in quiet and silence are we able to listen to the
text, to listen to whatever emerges in our hearts,
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and to listen to what the others have to say. Itis

therefore recommendable to remain in silence even
after the sharing of each person in order to listen to
the echo of what has been said and to let it sink in.

* The time suggested for silence is not to be measured
with a stop watch, itis to be understood as an approx-
imation. In groups who have become used to this me-
thod the times of silence are ratherlonger than shorter.

* As to what happens in the silence of the second step
-letting God speak personally to oneself - the following
may serve as an explanation:

- When I listen attentively to what is happening within
me, I notice what is emerging within me. Inspired by
reading the text two times, and by the first sharing of the
group, some part of the text will become particularly
important, be it related to personal experience or to
concrete life situations in the present or in the future.
When theinner voice (my conscience) says "'yes' to what
moves my heart, what I have perceived as significant to
the Word of Scripture, then I may take this as God’s
personal Word to me (not necessarily for everyone else).

* As to the silence of the third step - speaking with
God personally - I try to find a real correspondence
between the Word and the response. For example, an
invitation, a summons or a commandment could be
answered by an expression of obedience; or of repen-
tance thatIso far have not followed this Word; orapeti-
tion for help in following the invitation given.

IV. Triple Sharing

This is the goal of reading and of silence, through
sharing, my listening and answer to the Word will not
remain a personal, butbecome a communitarian activity.

The first step - This sharing has preparatory function
which can be compared with preparing the soil (plowing,
harrowing) before sowing or planting. It aims at a greater
attentiveness, expectation and curiosity regarding the
text.

* With many texts of Scripture, especially with the litur-
gical readings, we are all too familiar. We seem to
know them already and do not expect new insights.

* When someone says: "this or that in the text struck
me' (even without giving a reason for this fact), I per-
haps ask myself, what is so striking in this particular
text? If this, or similar questions are fostered, the text
will be approached anew with greater expectations.

The second step - God's Word is rich and deep, it cannot
be exhausted or fathomed by any individual, buteveryone
may make his/her own contribution. Together we are
hearers of the Word and may complement each other
with our insights.

Experience tells us that the most personal is also the most
common, an exampleis that the listeners of ahomily tend
to be much more attentive when it regards the concrete
and personal rather than the abstract and general.

The sharing of what is very personal, or intimate is a
sharing of the person oneself. This presupposes
confidence, but on the other hand, through this sharing,
confidence is strengthened and deepened. In other words,
the sharing of self and the sharing of persons creates and
builds community at a deeper level. Pope Paul VI, in his
Apostolic Exhortation, EVANGELII NUNTIANDI (On
the Evangelization in the Moderm World) says "Is there
any more effective way to proclaim the Good News than
by a personal sharing of one’s own faith conviction?"
(EN 46).

The third step - Each personal prayer addresses God.
However,itis good to express this personal prayer aloud,
so that the listeners may confirm it, either aloud or in the
silence of their heart, with their "Amen" (1 Cor 14,16; 2
Cor1,20). Accordingtothe Lord’s promise, suchcommon
prayers will be heard (Mt 18,19). The sharing of the
personal prayer response is done for the same reasons
and the same way as sharing the personal word.

Bible Sharing
in the
German Speaking Countries

The Catholic funding agency MISSIO - Munich has
published four methods of Bible sharing of the
Missiological Insitute Lumko in South Africa. On this
occasion the director of the Catholic Biblical
Association of Germany (Katholisches Bibelwerk),
Fr. Franz-Josef Ortkemper has proposed some
reflections on the method of Bible sharing which we
publish here in extracts.

The author points out the positive possibilities which
these methods, developedin Africaand widespreadin
many countries, may indeed offer. The biblical-
pastoral ministry in German speaking countries from
whose perspective Fr. Ortkemper is writing may
learn from the experiences of other continents,
especially as regards popular Bible reading with
simple Christians. The biblical-pastoral ministry in
Europe must, however, take into consideration the
scientific mentality which permeates numerous layers
of the European society today. It will, therefore, also
develop and cater to other methods which are obliged
to modern scientific biblical research.

Potential

Bible sharing has found an astounding reception in

recent years. It is quite evident that many Christians

have a great need to experience spiritual encounters

and growth. People are searching for a way to relate
the Bible to their own lives.

Exegesis is often experienced as too academic and
not spiritual enough for the average person. The
method of Bible sharing may encourage the individual
to open up and express themselves in a group setting.

In many parish communities special Bible sharing
groups have been formed. Furthermore, Bible sharing
has been introduced in already existing groups that
have special tasks within the community. At times,
even full-time personnel of a parish use it, particularly
where a relationship of trust exists between the
members of a group, which, unfortunately, is not
always the case.

In many parishes, the priest holds a Scripture
discussion with members of the community, as a part
of his preparation for the Sunday homily. In this way
he learns about the needs and troubles of his audience
and how the respective Scripture text relates to their
concrete situation. Through Bible sharing, many have
again become attentive to the message of the Bible. It
encourages groups to read the Bible communally and
may also foster a personal confrontation with the
message of the Bible. This is certainly the case if one
does not whimsically select only one’s pet texts, but
also permits oneself to be challenged by some
"uncomfortable" texts.

One good method, among others

Among others, Bible sharing is one good method of
a pastoral approach to the Bible. Over course of time
it will not be the only one. Certainly one should never
make it absolute. Above all, it is not a method for
everybody. Just as with everything in life, the tastes
differ, people grow and change. Some prefer
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, others, the Rolling Stones.
In situations where critical questioning or the results
of modern exegesis are emphasized and called for,
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this method is hardly appropriate.

There, the time honored practice of an ongoing
education with a lecture and following discussion
continues to be valid!

Problems

Origin of the method

The method of Bible sharing in seven steps originated
in South Africa. Thisraises the question: can it be used
in our situation? It originated in a culture which has
not been influenced by the European tradition of
"enlightenment". As a result our situation demands
that we take into consideration the results of historical
critical research of the Bible.

God’s voice must not be mistaken for one’s own!

The method of Bible sharing presupposes correctly
that wherever people gather in HIS name, there the
Risen Lord himself dwells among them and speaks to
them. Of course, one must be mindful of the danger of
emotions, or rather a sort of "overheated religious
temperature" invading the group. Above all, one must
be careful notto mistake one’s own subjective opinion
for HIS voice. It is a basic insight of biblical faith that
the presence of God does not depend on us! God
cannot be manipulated by any kind of magic. He
shows and reveals himself and speaks to us when HE
wills! Therefore a great deal of critical distance from
personal ideas and emotions on the part of the
participants is needed, at least for the leaders.

Caution with one’s cherished ideas

Insome Bible sharing groups one gets the impression,
after some time at least, that they gradually fall prey
toasortof inbreeding of theirown petideas. They turn
in circles and make no headway. Regardless of the
biblical text, one knows in advance what Mr. X or
Mrs. Y are going to say. Onthe other hand, fortunately
a good number of Bible sharing groups feel the need
to deal once in awhile with exegetical questions in a
systematic manner. Groups without a solidly
theological biblical background will gradually run
out of inspiration. In fact, the members of Bible
sharing groups, as a rule, are very grateful for such
offers of ongoing formation and consider them a
precious enrichment.

The danger of the group withdrawing into its
own shell

Unfortunately, Bible sharing groups may withdraw
from the everyday affairs of their parish life. In this
manner the community threatens to break apart into
several small circles. In their isolation the members
feel safe and at home, with no desire to venture out
into the trite run of normal community life. This
danger exists, of course, not only in Bible sharing
groups, but also in charismatic and similar groups.
Obviously this phenomenon poses aserious challenge
to parish communities in general and their pastoral
leaders in particular.

The temptation of fundamentalism

Here and there, groups threaten to drift away into a
fundamentalist interpretation of the Bible. Especially
the "naive" reading of the Bible implies the great
danger of moving away from one’s reality in a sober
and modern world. Solid exegesis to accompany
Bible sharing is a great help to put the group’s feet on
the solid ground of reality.

A good introduction is necessary!

The difficulties raised thus far do not speak against
Bible sharing, but underline the need and importance
of a sound introduction, as well as a solid
accompaniment of the group. The full-time pastoral
agents must not leave the groups to themselves. Of
course, they need not do the introduction and
accompaniment all by themselves. Everywhere there
are teachers of religious education and theologically
trained lay people, no doubt ready and willing to
accept such a task. (If these participate in Bible
groups, it is very important that they refrain from
talking too much and from railroading the group with
all their professional knowledge!) It would be ideal to
organize an introduction for Bible sharing groups
over an entire weekend. This can be an opportunity to
discuss the virtues and difficulties in different ways of
Bible sharing. One could also talk about how to
conduct and organize such professional
accompaniment of Bible sharing groups.

Accompaniment

A responsible accompaniment of the groups is
extremely important. They should not be left to
themselves. Well accompanied, such groups have a
very positive, constructive impact on parish
communities, like a vitamin which injects new vitality.
Above all, their leaders need spiritual accompaniment.
Here various models and possibilities may be thought
of. In a community in which Bible sharing has been
practiced for many years, the parish priest or another
personresponsible in the community may invite those
concerned to a meeting every three months. There he
has a chance to discuss with them the problems that
have arisen. Next, Bible sharing is practiced and
reflected uponin this group of leaders. Such aprogram
reinforces relationships and prevent the individual
groups from drifting slowly away from the community.
Itwould also be desirable to develop ongoing formation
workshops, atleast forleaders of Bible sharing groups.

The importance of scientific exegesis

All the necessary spiritual deepening in the world
can never dispense with the necessity of seriously
taking up the challenge of modern biblical science.
Though there is no room for this within the dynamics
of Bible sharing, still, it could take place during
special meetings where, forexample, aninvited expert
would offer members an opportunity to discuss the
questions that have arisen. It would be ideal to schedule,
several times a year, an evening for the purpose of
information. Thus, over the course of the years a
systematic introduction to the different books of the
Bible is guaranteed.

By the way, the widespread hostility against "modern
exegesis" is primarily unfounded! Those who study
its results opt to experience them as an incentive and
an aid to the growth of their faith. To appropriately
interpret old texts which originated in another time
and culture is a laborious task, however, one that is
richly rewarded! Here a text from the Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation DEI VERBUM of
Vatican Il should be remembered: "Since God speaks
in Sacred Scripture through men in human fashion,
the interpreter of Sacred Scripture, in order to see
clearly what God wanted to communicate to us,
should carefully investigate what meaning the sacred
writers really intended, and what God wanted to
manifest through their words." Furthermore, "for the
correctunderstanding of what the sacred author wanted
to assert, attention must be paid to the customary and
characteristic styles of perceiving, speaking and
narrating that prevailed at the time of the sacred writer
and to the customs men normally followed at that time
in their everyday dealings with one another." (DV 12)
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It goes without saying, the average Christian does
not need to plow through heavy exegetical
commentaries and painfully look up thousands of
footnotes! Nowadays, there is a good supply of popular
literature where Bible groups may find an abundant
amount of very useful information.

Selection of text

The selection of texts is of decisive importance for
Bible sharing groups. A continuous reading of an
entire biblical book is one option. A group may also
choose to use the respective reading of the daily
liturgy. Thus, the group avoids just picking the raisins
out of the cake and or running into the more difficult
texts. Utilizing the liturgical readings also underlines
the fact that Sacred Scripture is a book of the Church.

Following a "guide for Bible readings" is a decisive
point in order to avoid a biased selection of favorite
texts and ideas. The Word of God in Sacred Scripture
is not merely to confirm our own ideas but must
always challenge and correct them. Often, it is even
beneficial to us when Bible texts are in downright
opposition to our own ideas. We need such
confrontations! Afterall, orientation along the lines of
a Bible reading guide fosters necessary soberness.
One may also chose a small group, along with the full-
time personnel of a parish, to select the texts. Also,
this procedure imparts the awareness that the text has
been "assigned".

Connection to the community
Close ties of the Bible sharing groups to their parish

community is of overriding importance. This is also
true for all other groups in the community. InI Cor 12-
14 Paulsets forth adecisive criterion for the legitimacy
of Christian groups: that they ,,build-up‘ the
community. This theme runs like a guiding thread
through all of these chapters. Never underestimate the
danger of groups withdrawing from the community,
or even looking down somewhat disrespectfully upon
the "ordinary" community. The present development
of the Universal Church seems to even further such
centrifugal tendencies. All the more must we withstand
such tendencies. In any case, Paul, facing the
charismatic awakening in the Community of Corinth,
is very adamant that the charismatic groups neither
place themselves above the community nor grow
away from it. Rather that they see and acknowledge
their co-responsibility for the community. In this way
will they strengthen the community and, thereby,
assist it to become a living community.

In some parishes Bible groups prepare the liturgy for
the Bible Sunday in January. They move publicly in
the consciousness of the community. In this way it
becomes clear that the Bible group or the Bible
sharing group does not exist by itself, apart from the
community, butrather, understands itself as a groupin
the community and for the community.
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The complete text of Fr. Ortkemper is originally in
German, and available from the General Secretariat.
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BISHOP ALBERTO ABLONDI
CELEBRATES 25th ANNIVERSARY

The citizens of Livorno wanted to celebrate
the 25th Anniversary of Bishop Ablondi’s
appointment, giving evidence of their affection
Jfor a man who has been a great blessing to the
entire community. In the course of the
Eucharistic celebration held on the occassion,
Fr. Feldkimper, the General Secretary of the
Federation, expressed his appreciation to
Bishop Ablondi for his committment to the
Presidency of the Federation.

In the same manner, he wished to commend
the people of Livorno, for having accepted that
the ministry of Bishop Ablondi reaches far
beyond the borders of their diocese. Since one
of Bishop Ablondi’ s favorite phrases is that the
history of the faithful must become prophetic,
no doubt the term "prophetic"qualifies his own
actions.

”...I would like to express the greetings and
good wishes of the Catholic Biblical Federation.
In his letter, which we just have heard, the Holy
Father himself mentioned that Monsignor
Ablondi is the President of the Catholic Biblical
Federation. Therefore, Monsignor Ablondi, in
the first reading of today’s Eucharistic
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Celebration, has chosen the verses from the
Book of Numbers which provided the theme
for the Third Plenary Assembly of the
Federation in 1984: "Would that all God’s
people were prophets". Justduring this Plenary
Assembly Monsignor Ablondi took over the
Presidency of the Federation.

For seven years now I have had the great
pleasure to work under him, as the General
Secretary; nonetheless he has never made me
feel that he was my superior. Throughout
these years we have been, and we still are, not
only co-workers, but much more, we are
friends, brothers. In the Catholic Biblical
Federation we are committed to the ministry
of the Word. One could say that Monsignor
Ablondi, through his personal charism, has
become a minister of the Word par excellence!
Without a doubt, what characterizes Bishop
Ablondi more than anything else, whattouches
everyoneincontact with him is his exceptional
attention to the individual person.

There is a prayer in the Oriental Liturgy that
pleases me very much, in which one asks the
Holy Spirit: "Make that we become visible
words of God!". I don’t know whether this
prayer is also a favorite prayer of Monsignor
Ablondi, but it seems to me that this petition
has already become a reality in him: a visible
Word of God, a visible word of the love of
God!..."







