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Editorial

Even without being a chef | know how time consuming it
is to prepare a certain delicious sauce. It's only after long
efforts of mixing the ingredients that the sauce all of a
sudden takes on the appearance and taste one expects.
Finally, the ingredients are blended together to form a
smooth delicious cream.

Excuse this comparison, but it came to my mind when
composing this issue of the BULLETIN DEI VERBUM.
Today, after many efforts to make the Bible reading easily
accessible, | have the impression that, within the regions
of the Federation, something is coming to the fore which
| would like to call a pastoral reading of the Bible. ltis a
reading which at the same time is popular, open to
everyone and still tied into the actual life context of the
reader. One year after the Plenary Assembly of Bogota,
the new Executive Committee evaluated this new
approach (p. 4-8).

The historical critical method contributed very much to
the understanding of biblical texts and allowed it to
escape from fundamentalistic snares. Nonetheless,
this does not suffice. Another goal must likewise be
pursued: How to allow the largest number of faithful
possible both personal and community access to the
Bible as the source of their faith. Those responsible for
adult catechesis in ltaly have addressed this problem
head on (p. 14-16).

Along the same lines, Bishop Onaiyekan reminded
the Synod of Bishops in October of 1990, that the
necessary academic biblical training of future priests
must go hand in hand with pastoral formation for the
biblical apostolate (p. 13).

The celebration of Bible Sunday or Bible Month can
be excellent means to promote the biblical-pastoral
ministry in a diocese or parish. The practice of Bible
Sunday or Bible Month, long established insome countries
of Latin America, should prove this point sufficiently.
(p- 10-12). The Final Statement of Bogota likewise
recommends it, and Bishop Ablondi untiringly pursues
his campaign in favor of Bible Week, most recently in a
letter to the Pope (p. 9).

Marc Sevin
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

JUNE 1991

The Exccutive Committee of the Catholic Biblical Federation,
clected during the Plenary Assembly of Bogotd in July 1990,
mct from the seventh to thirteenth of June 1991, in Stuttgart,
Germany.

GIIIIIIIII0007707000000000000000000000000007%
The Participants
TIIIIII 0077200000 00000000000000000 000000000004

The Ex-Officio Members:

. Monsignor Alberto Ablondi, Bishop of Livorno, President of
the Federation

. Don Pier Francesco Fumagalli, Representative of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

. Prof. Bernard Krautter, President of the Administrative Board

Representatives of the Full Members:

. Bishop Cornelius Esua, Cameroon, for Africa

. Bishop Mario de Gasperin, Mexico, for the Americas

. Fr. Dominic Chan Chi Ming, Hong Kong, for Asia/Occania

. Fr. Marijan Jerko Fucak, OFM, Yugoslavia, for Europe/
Middlc East

Representatives of the Associate Members:

. Fr. Geoffrey King, SJ, East Asian Pastoral Institute, Manila,
Phillipincs, Modcrator of the Exccutive Committce

. Sr. Rosana Pulga, FSP, Archdiocesc of Belo Horizonte,
Brazil

Invited Guests:

. Dr. Norbert Hoslinger, Austria, Subregional Coordinator for
Central and Eastern Europe

. Mr. Jos Rijks, Germany, Treasurer of the Administrative
Board

Secretariat of Stuttgart:

. Fr. LudgerFeldkdmper, SVD, General Sccretary; Fr. Florencio
"Galindo, CM; Mr. Heinz Koster; Fr. Piet Rijks, CSSP;
Miss Christa Wehr.

TITTIIIIII0000 00700 000000000000000000000000006,
The Program
/7777777777777

The following were the themes of the Commitice meeting:

- The presentation of and follow-up discussions on various
TCports.

- Various mattersconcerning the following-up on the Plenary
Asscmbly of Bogota.

- Information and reflection on the life of the Federation.
- Legal and financial questions.

/7777777777777
Reports
TIIII00000000 0000000000 0000 0000000000 000000000,

« Bishop Ablondiled the Executive Committee in ameditation

on the theme of the last Plenary Assembly, ,,Behold, I make all
things new", suggesting signs indicating the newness of God
today. He recalled the importance of the Final Statement of
Bogotd, and then drew attention to his letter to the Pope, on
»Reasons for promoting Bible weeks or months*, (You will
find the text of this letter on page 9 of this Bulletin).

Bishop Ablondi mentioned in his report that he sent atelegram
of congratulations to Archbishop Cassidy, the President of the
Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, on the occasion of his
elevation to the Cardinalat. The Council fogPromoting Christian
Unity is the liaison of the Federation to the Vatican.

« Fr. Fumagalli reported that the Information Service of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity had published
the Final Statcment of Bogotd as well as the new Constitution
of the Catholic Biblical Federation.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity has
devoted one of its working scssions (o the Federation,
Further considcration was given to the question regarding
relations with the United Bible Socictics.

* With the help of a chart, Fr. Feldkimper explained the
structure of the Catholic Biblical Federation as recognized by
the Holy See and incorporated in the Federal Republic of
Germany. He dwelt on the different bodics of the Federation
and on the departments of the Sccretariat in Stuttgart, along
with their respective functions (sce page 8). He then presented
the official annual report of the General Sceretariat, which was
formally accepled by the Exccutive Commitice.

TITTII00007000000000000000000000 0000000000000,

Follow-up to the Plenary Assembly
in Bogota

TIITIIII7770000000000000000000000000000000000%.

1. The Executive Committce approved both the minutes of the
Plenary Asscmbly of Bogotd and of its first mecting after the
Asscmbly.

2. Developments in the Regions

Here is asummary of news items about the regions, given in the
reportofthe Gencral Sceretary and supplemented by information
from the representatives of the regions.

. Inspite of the enormousdifTicultics, such as lack of personncl,
new possibilitics have opened up for the biblical-pastoral
ministry in the countrics of Eastern Europe. On the 3rd of June
1991, representatives of the United Bible Societies and of the
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Catholic Biblical Federation met in Vienna, in order to study
the possibilities of a closer collaboration between the Bible
Societies and the Federation, in view of the biblical-pastoral
ministry to the Churches of Central Europe and Eastern Europe.
It was decided to publish a common declaration on the
relationship and the goal of the two organizations for the
Churches in Eastern Europe. (see pp.20)

. The Final Statement of Bogot4 has also been translated into
Croatian.

. A mecting of the members of the Federation in the Sub-
rcgion of the ,,Latin“-European countries will be held in Milan,
Italy in October of 1991.

. Monsignor Naguib, Coordinator of the Subregion of the
Middle East, asked to be replaced for health reasons.

. Miss Cecilia Chui, Coordinator for the Subregion of Northeast
Asia, is laying the groundwork for a structured collaboration
between the members of the subregion. The first meeting will
be held at the end of October 1991.

. The Final Statement of Bogotd has been translated into
Chinese and Korcan.

. A Month of the Bible was celebrated in Hong Kong in
December 1990, commemorating also the 25th anniversary of
Dci Verbum.

. In Korca 1,000 promoters of the Bible, mainly lay pcople,
completed a four month formation course under the theme,
,» The New Evangelization and the Bible in the Catholic Church
of Korca.*

. 10,000 copies of the Old Testament, in the translation of the
Franciscans of Hong Kong, were printed in Beijing and 1,500
copics of scriptural reading guides were distributed in Mainland
China.

. The Icaders of the biblical apostolate in Papua New Guinca
arc very active in the formation of lay leaders. Last ycar they
organized a ,,Mini-Nemi Course* in English. This course was
modelled after the DET VERBUM Biblical-Pastoral Course of
Nemi, Italy and adapted to the needs of the country. Two more
coursces are scheduled in Pidgin.

. In the Philipines, different groups have been formed to study
the Final Statement of Bogotd. A course to prepare leaders for
the biblical apostolatein the Asian contextisalso in preparation.

. A regional meeting is planncd for January - February 1992.

. A rcport on the Plenary Assembly in Bogotd has been
submitted to the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of
Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), and all of its members have
received the Final Statement of Bogota.

. Three sessions and a course on biblical formation have been
organized for the All-African Council of the Laity, in working
towards their goals.

. TheFifth Congress of African Exegetes took place in Abidjan,
Ivory Coast, this past July.

. A course, similar to the one of Nemi, for the leaders of the
biblical-pastoral ministry in Francophone Africa, is planned to
be held in Abidjan by 1993.

. The Catholic Biblical Association of Canada, (Société
Catholique de la Bible; SOCABI), celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of its foundation (sce pp. 19 of this bullctin).

. The activities of the Federation in the United States could be
reinforced.

. Fr. César Mora Paz, Coordinator of the Subregion of Latin
America, since the last Plenary Assembly, handed in his
resignation for health reasons. He was succeeded by Fr. Gérardo
Mellert, SVD.

. A ,,global plan* of action for thc members of the Federation,
published in Bulletin Dei Verbum No. 18, was worked out last
year during the first workshop of the Latin American Zonal
Coordinators, held in Mexico.

. The Biblical-Pastoral Commission of Mexico had the Final
Statement of Bogot4 published in the Bulletin of the Bishops’
Confcrence.

. TheFirstNational Congress for the Biblical-Pastoral Ministry
of Mexico will be held in August 1991, and is being prepared
in all the dioceses.

. After the Plenary Asscmbly of Bogot4, a tcam was set-up to
assist the Zonal Coordinator of Brazil. The Final Statement of
Bogot4 has been published and will be studied by all the Bible
groups of the country during the month of September, which is
their Bible Month. The theme will be, ,,St. Paul, a worker and
an cvangelizer, on which seventy thousand booklets have
been printed. In Brazil, one can observe that lay people desire
notonly torcad the Bible, butalso toreach adeeperappreciation
of its message. Duc to lack of funding, the biblical-pastoral
ministry cannot respond to all the needs of this country.

L s o
Recommendations
T s s,

It is up to the Members of the Federation to set their own
priorities inimplementing theresolutions of the Final Statement
of Bogotd. The Executive Committee, however, passes on to
the members of the Federation, the results of its proposed
priorities on its own actions:

1. Concientization
- further the conscientization of lay people
- make the Final Statement better known
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- fulfill the recommendation conceming the cancellation of
foreign debts (8.3.5.4)

- use of the Bible as an instrument for liberation

- organize the Bible Sunday (Week/Month/Year)

2. Production of new materials
- print Bibles at low cost
- prepare faithful translations, which are, at the same time,
adapted to the readers

3. Formation
- train multipliers
- favor the formation of lay people
- underline the theme ,,Bible and family*
- promote the importance of the Bible in education
- show in what ways the Bible is an instrument for liberation
- denounce the dangers of Fundamentalism and the sects
- form promoters of Bible Sunday (weeck/month/year)

4. Structures
- initiate or strengthen the regional and subregional structures
for better coordination
- set-up the structures for biblical-pastoral work

5. Research
Examination of fundamentalism and the sects must be
pursucd further.

6. Conccrted cfforts to be pursucd

- exert influence on Bishops’ Conferences and related
organizations for a Synod of Bishops on the Bible and the
biblical-pastoral ministry. Isolated initiatives arc not
sufficient. Actiononall the levels is required, suchas, on the
level of the regional synods (Europe, Africa) and of the
regional organizations of Bishops® Conferences (FABC;
CELAM, ctc.).

- intensify the organization of Biblc Sunday (or Week,
Month, Year).

- present to the governments the recommendations of the
Plcnary Assembly regarding cancellation of foreign debts
after the model of the biblical Jubilce Year.

TIIITI0000000000000000000000000000000000000007.

The New Members
/Y

The Exccutive Commitice has examined the applications for
associatc memberships in the Federation. The following
organizations were accepted as ncw members:

+ Cameroon

The Catholic Womens’ Association
This Catholic lay movement was bomn in 1964. Uniting Catholic
women of all social classes, its prime objective is to enrich the

spirituality and the social life of its members by helping them
todeepen their Catholic faith, to have a better understanding of
the Church’s liturgy and to make them more conscious of their
responsibility as Christian women and citizens.

This movement is organized on the level of parishes, zones,
sectors, dioseses, and the country. Among its many activities
are the spiritual formation of its members, a program of
development and social services.

This association has decided to make the biblical apostolate an
essential element of its action program.

For further information: Catholic Womens’ Association
(CWA), Bamenda Diocese, CWA Office Bayelle, P.O. Box
113, Mandon-Bamenda, NW Province, Cameroon

* Nigeria

The Catholic Institute of West Africa

This Institute of higher learning specializes in theological
studies and related disciplines. It was founded by the Association
of the Episcopal Conferences of the Anglophone Countries of
West Africa (Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Liberia and
Gambia).

The goal of the Institute is to train and educate the leaders in the
Church of the anglophone subregion of West Africa. It trains
the future professors of the minor and major seminaries, the
directors of the formation houses, and the administrative
personnel in dioceses and houses of religious.

The emphasis is placed on inculturation and ,theology in
context“. Biblical studics command an important position.
The Institute may become the first Catholic University of West
Africa.

For further information: Catholic Institute of West Africa,
P.O. Box 499, Port Harcourt, Nigeria

» Argentina

The Society of the Divine Word - Eastern Province,
Argentina

The Eastern Province of the Society of the Divine Word
(Divine Word Missionaries) in Argentina, has adopted the
proposal of the 1988 general chapter, which declared the
biblical-pastoral ministry to be one of the prioritics of the
Society. One member of the Province has been appointed to
coordinate the work of the biblical apostolate on a full-time
basis. He has alrcady been active in organizing seminars, Bible
weeks, workshops and more. The creation of a biblical center
is envisioned.

For further information: Provincia Argentina Este SVD, Casa
del Verbo Divino, San Marcos 4069, Suc. 1, Cas. 4, 3300
Posadas, Prov. Misiones, Repiblica de Argentina
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« Bolivia

The Conference of Religious Men and Women of Bolivia

The Conference of Religious Men and Women (CBR), of
Bolivia, comprises 1,600 sisters and 800 religious men in 375
communities. It is involved in the biblical apostolate in
different ways.

Among their principal objectives of this domain are:
- Providing materials for a personal and communitarian
reading of the Bible
- Bible study in accord with the social and cultural level of
each person, inan effort to work towards the construction of
anew world
- Reading and meditation of the Bible in small groups
- Exchange of experiences in the field of the biblical
apostolate
- Interconfessional dialogue based on the Bible.

The CBR has elaborated for its members a plan of permanent
biblical formation (sce pp. 16 of this Bullctin).

For further information: Conferencia Boliviana de Religiosas
y Religiosos (CBR), Cap. Castrillo No.409 (esquina Av. 20 de
Octubre), Casilla 8681, La Paz, Bolivia

« Colombia

San José Major Seminary of Cucuta

Under the direction of Fr. Jaime Mora Rivera, the major
seminary San José of Cucuta is particularly sensitive to the
biblical-pastoral ministry. The seminary is the center for the
biblical assemblies of the city and the neighboring region. It
offers its help to various organizations in charge of catechesis
and of the biblical formation of the faithful.

For further information: Seminario Mayor SanJosé de Cucuta,
Apartado Aéreo 040, San José Cucuta, Colombia

» Mexico

Catholic Federation of Biblical Formation Centers

Spread over the 77 dioceses of Mexico, there are 23 centers of
biblical formation. Of these, 17 have joined together to form a
federation. The members of this federation collaborate in their
cfforts, that Sacred Scripture may occupy the place it deserves
in daily life and in cvangelization. It also aims at furthering the
biblical formation of people working in the biblical centers.

For further information: Federacion Catdlica de Centros de
Formacién Biblica (FeCCeFoBi), Tecoyotitla 88, Colonia
Florida, 01030 Mexico, D.F., México

* Peru

The Missionaries of the Holy Bible

The goal of this congregation, founded in 1981, is the reading
and the meditation, the study and distribution of the Sacred

Scripture, primarily the New Testament. Thus, the Bible
becomes a moral example to nourish the faith and liturgical life
of the faithful.

The Sisters have founded several biblical centers at the parish
level.

For further information: Hermanas Misioneras de la Sagrada
Biblia, Casa Grande, Trujillo, Peri

o Manila

National Catholic Bible Center

The center originated in 1971 as the ,,Catholic Bible Center®.
At that time it was the only center of its kind in the country.
When the Episcopal Commission of the Biblical Apostolate
was organized in 1987, itadopted the center to be its actionarm
and raised it to national level.

For further information: Fr.EfrenRivera,OP,NCBC, Fathers’
Residence, University of St. Thomas, Esparia Street, Manila,
Philippines

« Italy

The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions

This international missionary congregation is active in 18
countries and has a varicty of tasks. In Papua New Guinca and
the Northeast of India, for example, the Sisters work at primary
evangelization, whereas in numerous places in the first world
they are active in adult catechesis. Many of the Sisters are
catechists in parishes. The congregation finds itself very much
involved in the biblical-pastoral ministry.

For further information: Sisters of our Lady of the Missions
(Suore di Nostra Signora delle Missioni), Casa Generalizia,
Via di Bravetta 628, 00164 Roma, Italy

* Yugoslavia

Pastoralna Kultura - PAK

This organization is dedicated to the pastoral ministry in its
many facets: spirituality, liturgy, the Bible, family and sacred
art. In the arca of the Bible, the PAK organized three sessions
last year on the ecumenical and pastoral experiences of biblical
groups. The PAK provides biblical formation to its animators.
Itis preparing a Bible week for next fall. It publishes a bulletin
with a rubric of reflections on biblical books.

For further information: Pastoralna Kultura, c¢/o Dragica

Turkalj-Loncar, 1V. Trnjanski zavojbr. 1, 41000 Zagreb,
Yugoslavia
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» Switzerland

Diocesan Biblical Pastoral Center, St. Gallen

This diocesan biblical center, founded in 1989, together with
and under the Biblical Center of Zurich for German speaking
Switzerland, coordinates the biblical-pastoral ministries of the
diocese. The center offers formation courses on various levels,
organizes seminars, Bible weeks, etc.

Further information: Bibelpastorale Arbeitsstelle St. Gallen,
Klosterhof 6B, 9000 St. Gallen, Switzerland

L s s 0000
Other Questions
V7

TheExecutive Committee handled legal and financial questions
touching the Federation and its Secretariat in Stuttgart. It dealt

with the registration of the Federation as a non-profit
organization in Germany, treated the question of the membership
fee, and examined the budget of the General Secretariat.

The new encyclical letter "Centesimus Annus” may be a
challenge to the biblical apostolate. The Federation should
draw attention to the biblical references and the biblical
foundations of the document.

In 1994, the Ferderation will celebrate the 25th anniversary of
its existence. This could be a good occasion to make the work
of the Federation better known.

Fr. Feldkdmper has again been reinstated as General Secretary
of the Federation, and will serve another three year term
(1993-1996).

The next meeting of the Execcutive Committe will take place
in Rome, in June of 1993.
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FOLLOW-UP TO THE BOGOTA ASSEMBLY

In this section we will publish commentaries on the Final Statement and news on the life of the Federation
in the wake of the Bogota Assembly and the progress of the guidelines made at the Assembly.

,We again stress the importance of Bible
Sundays, Bible weeks, months or years in the
life of the parishes and dioceses “.

Why Bible Week or Month?

Final Statement of Bogota,
Practical Recommendations (8.3.4.3)

to Pope John Paul Il.

One of the recommendations of the Final Statement of Bogota is that the
Bible Sunday, Week, Month or Year, shouldbe promoted. On the occassion
of a private audience, Bishop Ablondi, President of the Federation,
submitted the following ,,Pro-Memoria“ on this concern of the Federation,

Reasons for
further promoting
Bible Week or Month

I. The Holy Father, in his letter sent to the Catholic Biblical
Federation’s Plenary Assembly in Bogotd in July of 1990,
recommended the celebration of Bible week or month, The
Final Statementofthe Assembly confirms thisreccommendation
in three different places.

II. The reasons for and value of this recommendation

1. To give greater value to the liturgical readings, which are
often not heard, understood and remembered

2. To give the opportunity to educate towards a personal
rcading of the Bible

3. To give, through the Bible, continuation to the celebration of
the sacraments in life

4.To give an appropriate biblical foundation for those involved
in the ministry of catechesis and charitable works

5. To offer, through the Bible, an easily grasped method for
adult catechesis

6. To contribute, through the Bible, to the tasks of the New
Evangelization, in which the eternal newness of the Bible must
meet with the many new aspects of a changing humanity

7. To reach, with the knowledge of the Bible, an authentic
inculturation of the divine message

8. To give a biblical foundation, according to the example of
the Holy Father, to the social doctrine of the Church

9. To illuminate, with the Bible, situations and needs, so that
they may be viewed under the light of the Holy Spirit and
guided by the teaching office of the Church.

10. To form Bible groups, which may draw vitality from the
celebration of Bible week ormonth. These groups will constitute
an efficient counterbalance to the corrosion of the sects.

11. To deepen collaboration on the ecuminical level

12. To prepare for interreligious dialogue, above all, in the
regions where other religions are present and have their own
,»sacred books

13. To illuminate, with the Bible, different callings and human
situations, the weeks or months of the Bible may deal with
different themes, for example: ,, The Bible and Youth®, ,, The
Bible and the Family*, , The Bible and the Aged*, and ,, The
Bible and Suffering*.

14. To educate and spread the Word of God, so that all
Christians, and above all, the poor in so many countries, may
have access to the Bible.

The Federation could contribute towards the Bible weeks and
Bible months by assisting in their realization, facilitating the
exchange of different experiences and offering advice for the
various initiatives.

(The original text is in Italian)
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BIBLE SUNDAY (WEEK /MONTH)
IN LATIN AMERICA

The Final Statement of the Plenary Assembly of the Federation in Bogot4, in July of 1990, is in
a way the common declaration of the members of the Federation. Among the primary means *
towards giving the biblical apostolate its proper place in the life of the Church, the Final
Statement recommends the celebration of the Bible Sunday/week/month/year. Bishop Ablondi,
President of the Federation, has repeatedly made efforts to promote this practice on a global level.

Guided by this determination, the Secretariat in Stuttgart sent a questionnaire last year to all the
members of the Federation. The goal was to gather and publish information on programs that
have already beenimplemented, so that the experiences of some mightinspire others as well. We
thank all of those members who took out time to answer the questionnaire. Bulletin Dei Verbum
will present the results of this inquiry in several issues. We begin this time with a summary of
the information we received from Latin America.

Thirty-one questionnaires were sent out, sixteen answers
were received back. These provide a good overview of
the excellent work done in the Catholic Church through
means of the Bible Sunday/weck/month/ycar.

The responses came from:

» National Biblical Associations: Uruguay, Peru,
Bolivia, Chile, Brazil and Argentina (6)

| < Diocesan or Inter-Diocesan Centers: Medellin in
Colombia, Lima in Peru, Quilmes in Argentina, Sao
Paulo in Brazil (4)

» Religious Orders: Obra de Cooperacién Parroquial
de Christo Rey in Argentina, Daughters of St. Paul
in Brazil, Capuchins in Mexico, Society of the
Divine Word in Equador (4)

« Institute: Institute of Sacred Scripture in Mexico (1)

» Foundations: Foundation of the Word of Life in
Buenos Aires, Argentina (1)

Note that the influence of a diocesan center may easily
cross the limits of a diocese. Likewise, a religious order
often crosses the borders of the country where it works.

A tradition that grows

In reading the responses from Latin America, the
impression is given that the practice of Bible Sunday and

above all Bible week, has already become a firmly
established tradition, especially in the past few years.

Oneneed not always start with the full program! Whereas
one country or diocese might organize a Bible week or a
Bible month, another one may choose to have a Sunday
designated as a Bible Sunday or ,,Day of the Bible*.

In March of 1961, the Bishops’ Conference of Argentina
proposed a Bible Sunday on the national level. In the
diocese of Quilmes, in Argentina, the first Bible Sunday
was celebrated in 1976, and the first Bible Week in 1985.
In September, the biblical apostolate in Brazil will
celebrate Bible Month for the twenticth time.

Since 1962, the biblicalmovement in Chile, has provided
materials for a Bible week every year, that is developed
on the national level. It is held during the week closest to
the feast of St. Jerome on the 30th of September.

The Capuchins in Mexico, inaugurated the first Bible
week five years ago. The National Biblical Pastoral
Commission of Uruguay isinits fourth yearof promoting
a Month of the Bible, in the course of which a Sunday is
especially designated as ,,Day of the Bible*. Bolivia held
its first ,,Day of the Bible* in 1990.

The vast majority of these celebrations remain within a
Catholic setting. The participation, if at all, of other
Christian communities is very limited (to an encounter,
oracommon prayer service in the course of a Bible week
for example).
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Objectives

The objectives aimed at by these organizations are
formulated differently, but the concerns behind these
goals are often interrelated.

« “Help to read the Bible within the Catholic spirituality,
in the light of Dei Verbum. The hermeneutical criteria of
the reading, both christological and ecclesiastical are
highlighted*. (Argentina)

,Help the communities and the faithful to read in a
manner that furthers the cause of liberation; help to
facilitate a reading that leads to conversion.* (Brazil)

« “To awaken and promote among the people a
participation in the concerns of the local Latin American
and Universal Church. The formation of the life of the
Christian community and the biblical apostolate in
accordance with the message of the Bible.* (Equador)

« “Prepare and ready the people for a vital encounter with
the Word of God.* (Brazil)

« “That all the people of God be nourished by the Word
of God towards amore solid faith. The accentis placed on
two aspects, to know and savor the Word of the Lord and
to reinforce faith through a serious reading based on solid
scholarship.* (Chile)

* “To know the Bible is to know Jesus. The objective is
to discover the Bible as a book which reveals Jesus Christ
to us. God’s revelation through Jesus is emphasized.
Pcople arc invited to joinin Bible groups in order to know
and live the Word of God.* (Uruguay)

= “We work towards an overall knowledge of the Bible
and propose a reading method in view of deepening the
Word in the Sunday Liturgy and crcating a more active
involvement in the life of the Church.” (Argentina)

« “Distribution of the Bible. A better reading of Holy
Scripture. The establishment of new Bible groups. To
further a spiritual and solidly grounded Bible reading.
Among the principle themes are: the history of salvation
and currenthistory, the Bible and the Christian community,
the Bible and prayer, the Bible and solidarity.
(Argentina)

 “We look at the situation of our believers who, on their
way, are torn between hope and despair. To place the
Bible in their hands, so that the Good News Jesus brings
us may nourish the life of our oppressed people and may
support the transformation of their situation. The aspect
we stress most is that the Bible is not an account of past
history but a mirror of our own history showing a way to

continue bringing about our own liberation, according to
the example of the people of Israel.” (Bolivia)

 “That the participants know the documents of the
teaching office of the Church concerning biblical
questions. To support the desire of the Holy Father for a
new evangelization and to bring about a renewed
appreciation of the Good News of the Word of God,
particularly in Holy Scripture. We aim at confirming this
Good News of salvation, announced by Jesus to the world
and at being witnesses of the love of God, in words and
actions. We support the study of the often neglected
elements of Dei Verbum, as it has been recommended by
the Final Statement of Bogotd. We initiate reflection in
groups on issues that have the greatest influence on our
environment. We promote personal reflection on the
texts which make us change our lives.” (Mexico)

* “To bring pecople closer to the Bible, granting them, by
means of simple language based on scrious exegesis, a
vital comprehensionofthe texts whichleads to answering
in their lives the invitation which God extends to us
through his Word.* (Colombia)

* “A prayerful and communitarian reading of the Bible."
(Brazil)

« “So far, our principal objective has been to create,
among the pcople of God, a sense of awareness of the
principal place of the Bible in Christian life, so that both
personally, and in the community one could find therein
a source of renewal. We try to get Christians to take the
Bible in their hands. During Mass the readings should be
presented in such a way that one learns to read the Bible
as related to life." (Uruguay)

Themes

Thebiblical celebrations of Bible Sunday, weck ormonth,
may concentrate ona general introductionto Bible reading
and onmethods of reading, orthey may deal with particular
themes in connection with the local situation. As an
example, we present here the program of a Bible week in
the Archdiocese of Lima

1. General introduction to the Bible; 2. The parts and the
composition of the Bible; 3. The Bible; Word of God;
4. The Old Testament; 5. The New Testament; 6. How
to read the Bible

In Chile, the themes of Bible week are those of the history
of salvation. Elsewhere, the Council Document Deci
Verbum and/or the Final Statement of Bogotd have been
chosen as a basis for reflection. Other options are: a
meditation on the place of Christ in Bible reading, on the
relation of Bible and liturgy etc.






