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Great Britain

On Saturday, November 17, 1990, the Catholic Biblical
Association of Great Britain, with lectures and celebration,
commemorated the 50th anniversary of its foundation in St.
Mary’s College, Twickenham. After the inaugural liturgy
celebrated by His Emminence Cardinal George Basil Hume,
major conferences were given by Fr. Gerald O’Collins, SJ:
“Biblical Scholarshop and Christian Belief” and Bishop David
Konstant: “The Role of the Bible within the Church.”

To mark the Golden Jubilee of the Catholic Biblical
Association of Great Britain, founded in St. Edmund’s House,
Cambridge in 1940, and to anticipate by a few months the
Silver Jubilee of the promulgation of DEI VERBUM, the entire
double issue of Priests & People (Vol. 4, July/August 1950)
was devoted to Scripture.

The conciliar Document DEI VERBUM and its signifi-
cance for biblical scholarship and for the life of the Church is
also the subject of the main articles of the issue Vol. XXI,
Number 2, January 1991, of Scripture Bulletin, the quarterly of
the Catholic Biblical Association of Great Britain.

Further information:

Priests & People, The Tablet Publishing Co. Ltd., 48
Great Peter Street, London SW1P 2HP, England; Scripture
Bulletin, LSU College of Higher Education, The Avenue,
Southampton, SO9 5SHB, England.

Bangalore

The National Biblical Catechetical and Liturgical Center
of Bangalore organized a seminar for exegetes and clergy
conceming the 25th anniversary of DEI VERBUM (see p. 17).

= Hong Kong

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the publication
of DEI VERBUM Cardinal Wu addressed a short pastoral letter
to his diocese. “This Constitution is the cornerstone of the
Council’s teaching. It deals with God’s revelation, the founda-
tion of our faith, and gives direction to our biblical exegesis; it
has stimulated worldwide reading and studying of the Bible for
it shows that the Word of God is at the center of Church life.”
The Cardinal concludes his letter with a lively encouragement
for the biblical movement in his diocese.

of the Constitution DEI VERBUM , the French Catholic Soci-
ety for Biblical Studies and the Biblical Service“Evangile et
Vie” organized a colloquium from January 18-19, 1991, in
Paris. The goals of this colloquium were:

- to point out the importance of this document

- to evaluate its effect on the life of the Church

- to analyze new questions which have arisen.

The initial session on Jan. 18 was dedicated to the Council
document with a perspective of the history of the text with a
personal testimony of Cardinal Decourtray about the effects of
DEI VERBUM and with a statement on the importance of the
Council document from the viewpoint of a Protestant pastor.

On the moming of Jan 19 the participants in various work
groups exchanged their experiences about the place of the

Bible in the life of the Church: Bible courses, Bible and
catechesis, Bible and liturgy, Bible and ecumenism, exegesis
and dogma, and fundamentalism. In the afternoon, after a
lecture on the Bible in Latin America, the Final Statement of
the Plenary Assembly of Bogot4 was presented.

By way of example, we will cite some of the questions
which were proposed to the participants of the work groups in
preparation for the meeting:

Biblical Animation

Workshop one: Three themes were proposed to leaders of
Bible groups:

1. Often there is a distinction between the individual steps
of Bible reading: between study (private and in a group), prayer
(or celebration) and realization in life. Does this pose a problem
for us? How can this separation be overcome?

2, A certain number of Christians have a desire to know
how the Bible was read in the past. They would like to know
other ways of Bible reading throughout Christian tradition
(e.g., by the Church Fathers), possibly in order to relativize
specific methods of Bible reading. How can we do justice to
this concern?

3. The Catholic Biblical Federation tries to promote the
practice of celebrating Bible Sunday. Do we know where this
request has been implemented? Which projects do we develop
in this regard?

Workshop two: The last chapter of DEI VERBUM
(Sacred Scripture in the Life of the Church) places “the table of
both the Word of God and the body of Christ” (DV 22) in its
original place: the liturgy of the Church,

- Starting from practical examples in the community,
we propose to reflect on possibilities of introducing children
through Sacred Scripture to the mysteries of our faith in the
context of the Sunday Eucharist.

- One should reflect on the method of passing on
revelation and interpretation when - with the Bible in hand -
Holy Scripture is recounted and commented upon.
The Bible in the Liturgy

From the manifold questions which this title evokes, the
following points should be considered:

1) The Bible is the bases for the entire liturgy (quotes,
words or expressions, images). This factisunderlined when, on
the one hand, one asks what this means from the theological
standpoint regarding Christian liturgy, and on the other hand,
what it says about the essence of the Bible itself.

2) The Bible lives in the liturgical assembly like a fish in
the water. To verify this statement one should reflect on the
relations between the conditions under which the Bible came
into existence as “Word of God” and the main elements which
are being used for its “exposition” in the liturgy of the Word.

3) The selection of liturgical texts, the typological rela-
tionship of OT/NT and the ritual contextinfluence the interpre-
tation of Holy Scripture: thus emphasizing a particular level of
meaning paying less attention to another. The present theologi-
cal status of the Bible in the liturgy and its consequences should
be discussed.

4) The ritualization of the liturgy of the Word (too much?
notenough?). Not only the opportunities being offered and the
risks to be avoided should be reflected upon, but also the
inconveniences that they create.



