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Hong Kong, Rome, Vienna, Paris ... numerous were the
commemorations on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of
the conc i l ia r document DEI VERBUM. You wi l l f ind echoes

of these on pages 4-8 and 13-15. The celebrations are
more than just a remembering of an historic event. They
shed light on the dynamic dimension of this document, give
us a chance to evaluate which of i ts recommendat ions have

been implemented, and also stimulate us to explore new

ways to realize them. In other words, the inheritance must
bear fruit. As Fr. Feldkamper stated, 'The Federation,

though bound to the implementation of DEI VERBUM, is not
just concerned with the letter of the Council. It wants to
realize the Council's directives in the changing conditions of

today's Church and world." The Bogota Plenary Assembly
showed very clearly that this is the main concern of the
F e d e r a t i o n .

"We share the Plenary Assembly's vision of a Church which,
in a time of a New Evangelization, commits itself with deter
mination and courage to issues which are really new. We
therefore encourage everyone to come to grips with this

important, future-oriented document and to rethink and
support the pastoral priorities in the different continents."
The contact persons of the Funding Agencies, which sup

port the Federation's work, expressed this desire in a letter
to the members of the Federation (p.20).

The Bogota Final Statement serves as a basis for a plan of
action for the various regions. The guiding principles for the
biblical apostolate in Latin American, developed by the
coordinators of that region, are given as an example on the
middle pages of this Bulletin. According to L. Feldkamper,
"...the Federation intends to be a forum in which the mem

bers enrich each other by sharing the fruits of reading the
Bible in their respective contexts." We sincerely welcome
the new members to the Federat ion!
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