
VERBUM
i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

I

I I I

I

)

The Preparation of the Plenary
Assembly: a Common Goal

The Change of Guards:
a New General Secretary

T h e C B F i n t h e I n t e r n e t :

a New Dimension of Networking



CATHOLIC BIBLICAL FEDERATION

BULLETIN DEI VERBUM is a quarterly

publication in English, French, German
and Spanish.

E d i t o r s

C la ra Mar ia D iaz

A l e x a n d e r M . S c h w e i t z e r

Production and Layout
Ri ta Mar ia Forc in i t i

A subscription for one year consists of
four issues beginning the quarter pay
m e n t i s r e c e i v e d . P l e a s e i n d i c a t e i n

which language you wish to receive the
B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M .

Subscription rates
- Ordinary subscription; US$ 20.00
- Supporting subscription: US$ 34.00
- Th i rd Wor ld coun t r i es :

- S t u d e n t s :
U S $ 1 4 . 0 0
USS 14.00

Air mail delivery: US$ 7.00 extra

In order to cover production costs we
recommend a supporting subscrip
t ion, For members of the Cathol ic Bib

lical Federation the subscription fee Is
included in the annual membership
f e e .

Banking details
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t

(Address as indicated below)
Liga Bank, Stuttgart
Accoun t No . 64 59 820

Bank Code 750 903 00

Or per check to the General Secre
ta r i a t .

We also accept payment by credit card
(VISA, EUROCARD/MasterCard, Ma
sterCard).

Reproduction of articles
We invite our members to reproduce
in their own publications any articles

printed in the BULLETIN DEI VERBUM
indicating the source, unless a state
ment to the contrary is given.

Opinions expressed in the articles are
those of the authors, not necessarily
of the Federation as such.

Towarids the VI. Plenary Assembly of the CBF

The Plenary Assembly of the Catholic Biblical Federation -
a Pastoral Energlzer

Joseph Theckanath

On the Way to the Sixth Plenary Assembly - A Diary
Daniel Kosch

Biblical-Pastoral Ministry at the Crossroads of Human Cultures
Thomas Osborne

Life of the Fe(jeration

Change In the Office of the General Secretary

Festive Act on the Occasion of the Change in the Office
of the General Secretary
Bettina Eltrop

Service to the Word - Service to Hope
Wilhelm Egger

Address of Dr. Daniel Kosch

Excerpt from the Speech of Fr. Dr. Ludger Feldkamper

Speech by Lie. Bibl. Clara Maria Diaz

Address delivered by Dr. Gebhard Furst

T h e C B F I n t h e I n t e r n e t

Alexander M. Schweitzer

Books and Ma te r i a l s

Journeying towards Beirut 2002: Publications and Activities of the
Subregions and Members of the Catholic Biblical Federation

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL FEDERATION
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t

Post fach 10 52 22

D-70045 Stuttgart

Germany

Tel.: -l-49-(0)7 11-1 69 24-0
Fax: -f49-(0)7 11-1 69 24-24

E-mail: bdv@c-b-f.org
The Catholic Biblical Federation (CBF) is an "International Catholic Organisation of a public
character" according to Canon Law (CIC, can. 312,§1, n. 1).

2



_ J

<
c c

o
t
Q
L U

Dear Readers,

The last issue of the year turned out to be fuller
than planned. The larger volume corresponds to
the significance for the life of the Catholic Biblical
Federation of the topics and events presented
here: the preparations for the Sixth Plenary As

sembly to be held in Lebanon in the year 2002, the
change in the office of the General Secretary and
the inc reas ing ly i n tense use o f e lec t ron ic
communications media - here the new, central in
ternet presence of the CBF.

The Plenary Assemblies of the Catholic Biblical
Federation are not merely ten-day events that take

place every six years; nor are they merely busi
ness meetings. Plenary Assemblies shape the life
and character of the Federation in a permanent

way; they are in effect "pastoral energizers", as Ja
cob Theckanath, who has at tended a l l o f them
since the Malta meeting in 1978, calls them. In the

"diary" of Daniel Kosch you will discover where, in
the Federation as a whole, the preparations for the

upcoming Plenary Assembly are already leaving
their mark. Besides the important workshops of
Bangalore and Bandung, and the Collogue Bib-
lique in Paris, numerous smaller events have taken
place and much has been written on the theme of
the Plenary Assembly (see under the heading
"Books and Materials"). The participants of the

Collogue Bibligue, for example, in view of the up
coming Plenary, focused on the challenges bibli
cal ministry faces at the crossroads of the cultures.
Tom Osborne gives a short account of this meet

ing.

A second important event was the change in the
office of the General Secretary. Clara Maria Diaz,

who has long been the coordinator of the Sub-

region of Latin America and the Caribbean, as
sumed this office in July of 2000. In a small festive
act in September this change was also symbolical

ly effected. The many displays of enthusiasm for
the CBF, as well as the promises of support for the
time that lies ahead of us, were moving and

encouraging. We would like to share this event
with you, and so we reproduce here a few of the

papers and speeches given on the occasion.

A key-word that ran through the speeches of the
festive act was "networking". Networking has al

ways been a central concern of the CBF and it
governs the daily life of the General Secretariat.
P o s s i b i l i t i e s o f e l e c t r o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s u c h a s

E-mail and Internet have revolutionized the world

(of communication), offer wonderful opportunities
and create new challenges. Our aim is to make
use of the opportunities and to master the chal
lenges. This applies also to the new, central web
site of the CBF, with its various information and
communication possibilities, which we introduce
to you in this issue.

A good wish and New Year's resolution would be:
to use the t rad i t i ona l and a lso the v i r tua l channe ls

and platforms for genuine exchange, substantive
communication and effective networking.

With a warm greeting from the General Secretariat,

A l e x a n d e r M . S c h w e i t z e r
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The Plenary Assembly of the
C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n -

a Pastoral Energizer

JACOB THECKANATH

The author, Fr. Jacob Theckanath, is coordinator of the CBF subre-

gion of South Asia and has participated in all the CBF Plenary Assem
blies since Malta 1978. He is a member of the Preparatory Committee
for the VI Plenary Assembly in Beirut 2002.

he CBF is not an institution: it
i s a m o v e m e n t - a m o v e m e n t

o f t he Word and fo r t he Word .

I t i s a w o r l d - w i d e m o v e m e n t . I t i s

people who make up the move
ment. The Spirit and the Word are
the source of its energy. We are not
only involved in a pastoral ministry.
We are engaged in a process of re
n e w a l o f t h e C h u r c h a n d o f t h e

world. We are part of a movement:
"Behold I make all things new" (Rev
21:5).

Any movement is within a historical
process and it is an on-going one.
We are called to be a catalyst for

the transformation of the world, ac

celerating the process of the com
ing of the kingdom of God. The
church, therefore, is called a pil
grim church. Pilgrims look forward
t o t h e d e s t i n a t i o n . T h i s i n v o l v e s

both gauging the distance already
covered as well as clarifying the di
rection of the journey. PAs have
been precisely opportunities for the
ministers of the word to come to

gether and to pause as if at a mile
stone on the road to the goal of pro

claiming the word to the ends of the
earth, in view of a new heaven and a
n e w e a r t h . T h e P A e n a b l e s m e m

bers to assess critically where they
are in their journey and to seek di
r e c t i o n a n d m o m e n t u m . C a r d i n a l

Koenig, one of the past Presidents
of the CBF spells out as follows in
his inaugural address in Malta (II

Plenary Assembly, 1978) "First we
propose to formulate concrete prior
ities to guide our work for the next
six years". In the PAs we have expe
rienced the impact of this common
s e a r c h f o r d i r e c t i o n a n d d i s c e r n

ment of the paths to walk, to see
those sign posts that have helped
us to focus our energies towards the
realization of very concrete goals in
the ministry of the word.

PAs are moments of re-launching.
"Put out into the deep and let down

your nets for a catch"(Lk 5:4). In
journey sometimes one experiences
stagnation, obstacles and exhaus
t ion and even retardat ion. Any
movement wil l face such situations.

For biblical-pastoral ministry, the in
centive for re-launching comes form
the PAs. For those who get exhaust
ed, those who feel stagnation and
lose enthusiasm, the Plenary has
been such an energizing experience
for re-launching the movement. This
is very closely connected with the
wider mission of those involved in

the biblical pastoral ministry. While
t h e s e c o n d P A c o n c e n t r a t e d o n

"Biblical Spirituality and Biblical Cat
echizes", the third PA focussed its at
tention on the role of the laity in the
prophetic ministry "Would that all
were Prophets". The fourth PA had
inserted itself in the struggles of
people for liberation. The whole vi
sion of new evangelization was relat
ed to the world-wide movement for

l iberat ion. The f i f th PA had as i ts

t h e m e : W o r d o f G o d - S o u r c e o f

Li fe. "The Word was made f lesh -

that they may have life in all its full
ness" . Th is theme was re la ted to sur

vival, culture of death, meaning of
life. The word that inserts itself in the
cultures of people. These are some
of the very relevant examples of this

re-launching into the mainstream of
life and history. The Church and any
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movement needs to re-found itself in

success ive movements in order to

be an instrument of renewal of the

world. For to be pastoral and eccle-
sial is to be inserted in the move

ment of God's Spirit. Biblical pasto
ral ministry should remain a move
ment. A movement has to be a mass

m o v e m e n t . T h e P A i s a n i n s t r u m e n t

for this on-going process.

The Plenary Assemblies are occa
s i o n s o f a c o l l e c t i v e a n d i n t e n s e

reading of the signs of the times for
the community of the ministers of
the word. As Cardinal Koenig said
in Malta "The ultimate objective of
the Biblical Apostate is not so much
to interpret the Bible as to interpret

life"(Plenary Assembly, Malta '78,
p.13) The very relevant topics cho
sen for study and reflection at every

stage of the Federation's growth
testifies to this (see above para).

Though situations are different in
t h e v a r i o u s c o n t i n e n t s a n d c o u n

tries, the thrusts discerned at the
Plenary Assemblies - preparation,
actual assembly, and the follow up -
a l l h a v e f a c i l i t a t e d a w o r l d - w i d e a n d

long and intense process of dis
cernment of the signs of the times

by the ministers of the Word, not
only by those who participated in
the Assembly but also by a unlimit
e d n u m b e r o f c o - w o r k e r s i n t h e

ministry of the word the world over.

T h e P A s a r e c e l e b r a t i o n s o f t h e

Word and a fellowship in the Word.
As one of the coordinators of the

F e d e r a t i o n e x p r e s s e s i t : " N o

progress in the biblical pastoral min
istry without friendship in the Catho
lic Biblical Federation". This fellow

ship Is deepened by the celebration
of the Word in an ever growing man
n e r i n e a c h P A . T h e L e c t i o D i v i n a

and o the r ce leb ra t i ons o f t he word i n

v a r i o u s f o r m s w h i c h h a v e b e c o m e a

feature of the CBF meetings and the
PAs is a sign of this deep bond in
the Word. Networking is an indis

pensable element of any movement.
T h e P A i s t h e b e s t m e a n s o f n e t

working. Without this visible expres
s i o n o f t h e n e t w o r k o f t h e C B F w e

would not be able to experience this
world-wide fellowship in the ministry
of the Word. It is an opportunity for
affirming the creative efforts of those
who venture new paths and chal

lenge those who seem satisfied with
walking on beaten paths.

Now looking at the theme and the

meaning of the next PA in Lebanon
in 2002 - Word of God : A blessing
for al l nat ions, "You show me the

ways of life, we can see already the
concern of the CBF with regard to
the challenges of Biblical-pastoral

ministry in a pluralist world. During
the past 30 years of its journey the
Catholic Biblical Federation at every

important milestone (the sexennial
Plenary Assembly) re-iterated its
commitment to be co-pilgrims with

people of other faiths, people of
other scriptures. It is good to recall
some of the expressions of such a
un ive rsa l v i s ion , con ta ined in the

Statements of the last four Plenary
A s s e m b l i e s o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n :

The Second Plenary Assembly,
Malta 1978: "The peoples of Asia
and Africa and other parts of the
world have rich religious traditions
enshrined in their sacred writings
and sustained by a living tradition.
In these areas the Gospel often ap

pears to be identified with a particu
lar culture foreign to the people's

mentality and expression. This con
tradictory situation calls for a living
encounter with these religions and
their sacred writings."

The Third Plenary Assembly, Ban

galore, 1984: "In discerning the
signs of the times, it is necessary
for a prophetic people to be open
to the stirrings of the Spirit beyond
t h e c o n f i n e s o f t h e C h u r c h . T h e r e

fore, we feel called to listen to God
speaking to us in many ways, in
cluding through the scriptures and
the spiritual values of other reli

gions, thus enlarging our under
standing of the mystery of God and
leading us to interpret our own
Scriptures in a new light. We feel
challenged to dialogue with peo

ples of other beliefs in order to
e v o l v e a c o m m o n v i s i o n a n d s e t o f

v a l u e s a n d s o t o c o m m i t o u r s e l v e s

to the building of a new humanity.

The Four th P lenary Assembly ,

Bogota, 1990: "Our openness to
these religions should enable us to
d i s c o v e r o u r o w n c o m m o n b a s i s a s

believers in the same God, journey

ing towards the same destiny. Thus
we shall build up a society united in

hope even if, at times, we cannot
have one community of faith with

people of other religions. In this
way, the Bible will become the book
of hope for all peoples. This is the
Good News that we can proclaim to
t h e m . I n o r d e r t o d o t h i s , t h e

C h u r c h h a s t o b e c o m e a w a r e o f t h e

fac t tha t she has to func t ion as leav

en in the mids t o f the wor ld . "

" T h e W o r d o f t h e L o r d m u s t b e

come Good News for all religions.
This can be achieved through a dia-

logical approach to their scriptures,
by reading these scriptures togeth
er with the Bible in order to interpret
h u m a n e v e n t s a n d v a l u e s . I t i s n e c

essary to prepare manuals that can
give guidelines to conduct such
sessions of dialogue.

The Fifth Plenary Assembly, Hong

Kong, 1996: "This attitude of dia
logue, of sensitivity to and feeling
for "the other", for people of differ
ent cultures, different faiths, differ
ent world-views, is totally incompat
ible with any religious arrogance
and with any fundamentalist under
standing of the Bible. The "scriptur
a l narrowness" o f such fundamen

talism has rightly been criticized
(Cf. The Interpretation of the Bible in
the Church, Pontifical Biblical Com

mission).

May the CBF grow with the Word
and may the Word grow with the
CBF. Let every PA become a power
ful moment of the Spirit's energizing
p r e s e n c e .

□
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On the Way to the Sixth Plenary

Assembly - A Diary

DANIEL KOSCH

Dr. Danie l Kosch Is the Director of the Bib l ica l -Pastora l Serv ice of the

S w i s s C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n a n d M o d e r a t o r o f t h e E x e c u t i v e

Commi t tee o f t he Ca tho l i c B ib l i ca l Federa t i on .

eing on the way is a fre
quent image for the work of
the CBF, as it is for the situa

tion of the whole Church, as pilgrim
people of God. A diary that high
lights the various stations of the
journey is a way of reminding one
self of the path that lies behind, of

capturing what is important and of
shedding light on the next step.

A s E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e m o d e r a

tor I have been present at many -

though by no means all - of the
stations along the path of prepara

tions, but I have also had personal
experiences in my work in Switzer
land that are intimately connected
with the plans for the Plenary As

sembly in Lebanon.

September 1996 - Plenary
Assembly In Hong Kong

During this Plenary Assembly and
i n t h e m o n t h s t h a t f o l l o w e d I r e c a l l

especially the encounter with the
Asian form of Bible reading as it
was presented in her impressive
lecture by Sr. Maria Ko.

The longer I concern myself with
the question the clearer it becomes
to me that the decisive impulse lies
in the realm of spiritual or mystical
Bible reading. The comparison with
Chinese painting and its large white
areas, which are just as much part
of the picture as are the dark
colors, is becoming my favorite im
age for a new way of reading the Bi
ble. In our intensely bombarded
Western world, with its overload of

informat ion and i ts fast-moving

pace of life this means concretely:
to become less goal-oriented, more

frugal and more leisurely - in our
dealing with the WORD, but also in
the way we live.

I do not dare to assert that I really
understand this kind of reading al

ready - I am on the way. And the lit

tle Buddha I have put up in my of
fice and that keeps a watch over my

computer serves as a constant re
minde r t o me o f t h i s t ask .

J u n e 1 9 9 7 - F i r s t E x e c u t i v e

Committee Meeting in Stuttgart

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e s t r i k e s

me as being a kind of "miniature
e d i t i o n " o f t h e B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n i t

self. The roughly ten persons on
the committee reflect the variety
a n d r i c h n e s s o f t h e C h u r c h i n a l l

the continents of the world, but also

w i t n e s s t o t h e c o n c e r n s a n d n e e d s

that govern daily existence in many

places: oppression, poverty, con
flicts of every kind, sickness and
o t h e r b u r d e n s .

Besides the variety of geographical

origins and our capacity to under
stand each other, in spite of difficul
ties, even merely from the point of
view of language, I am impressed
with the way in which bishops and

priests, lay persons and religious,
w o m e n a n d m e n a r e a l l a b l e t o

work together as friends and on

equal footing. The oft invoked prin
ciple of "catholicity" and the fact
that before al l "h ierarchical" d i f fer

e n c e s w e a r e f i r s t o f a l l s i s t e r s a n d

brothers, children of one Father,
have become tangible for me in a

unique way in the CBF.

An important theme of the work is
the evaluation and implementation
of the Plenary Assembly of Hong
Kong. It is true, the reactions have
been overwhelmingly positive, but
we are taking especially seriously
the critical reports of the meeting
and the directives and suggestions
that have been made to implement
certain changes (cf. my reports in
BDV No. 44 and 46).

It is already quite clear that a future

Plenary Assembly must allow more
room for discussion, exchange and

opinion-shaping among the dele
gates. Procedures must be im
proved especially for the business
section of the meeting and for the
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way in which the final document is
worked out. But the combination of

Bible-related work and "business af
fa i r s " shou ld be ma in ta ined . Tha t

the two are inseparable belongs to
the very essence of the CBF, which

depends primarily on the substan
t i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e m e m b e r s

with the task of Bible ministry and
not on its own very modest struc
t u r e s .

A u t u m n 1 9 9 8

The search for a new Secretary
General and the business of provid

ing a successor for L. Feldkamper
is coming to a good conclusion.
This task is only indirectly connect
ed with the Plenary Assembly, but I
am always conscious of the fact
that the bulk of the difficult prepara

tory work for a meeting must be
d o n e i n t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t .

Moreover, the Secretary General's
person in some sense embodies
th e Fe d e ra t i o n . So I a m a l l t h e mo re

delighted that with Clara Maria Diaz
the office is being assumed by a
women with deep roots in Biblical

ministry, by a lay-woman from Latin
America who is also very familiar
with the work of the CBF. It is hoped
that this choice will be especially

helpful precisely because of the
b o n d s i t w i l l c r e a t e b e t w e e n t h e

strong and vibrant members of the
F e d e r a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e

S o u t h a n d t h e " c e n t r a l o f f i c e " i n

Stuttgart.

April 1999 - Second Executive
Committee Meeting in Ariccia

(Italy)

Midway between 1996 and 2002,
in terms of time, the major topic of
the meeting, which is attended by
m o s t o f t h e c o o r d i n a t o r s , i s t h e

preparations for the next Plenary
Assembly. The choice of the loca
tion has fallen to Beirut (Lebanon),
where Paul Feghaly has for years
been doing outstanding work and
where a good infrastructure is at
our disposal.

To come together, at the beginning
of the new millennium, on biblical
soi l , "between Jerusalem and Anti-

och", is a wonderful idea.

The theme of the Plenary Assembly
implies that we will draw on the Acts
of the Apostles, and that the central

question will be that of pluralism in
the World, in the Church, in the Bible
and also in the Federation. Multiplici

ty in all its forms and manifestations
is a t once an en r i chment and a cha l

lenge. In Lebanon we will be very
concretely confronted with the ten
sion-full plurality of the monotheistic

religions (Judaism, Christianity, Is
lam) but also with various social dif
ferences and with a total of 17 (!) dif
ferent religious communities. But in
Asia too religious pluralism is a cen
tral theme of life, while in Western

societies "pluralism" tends to de
scribe merely a tolerant, all-embrac

ing outlook or feeling. Whether it is a
question of life-styles, tastes, philo
sophical or ethical perspectives, ed
ucational styles or politics, we un
derstand ourselves as a "pluralistic

society", while our attitude toward all
e x c l u s i v e t r u t h c l a i m s i s o n e o f

strong mistrust.

Even our meeting itself will amount
to an experience of pluralism. As
conference-moderator I clearly feel
how great the cultural differences
are. Given a plurality of opinions,
some would like to immediately re
solve the issue by democratic vote
(accepting that there will be "win
ners" and "losers"): others look for a

synthesis at a level of greater com
monality (accepting that this will
yield more abstract and more gener
al formulations), and others would
l i k e t h e d i s c u s s i o n s t o c o n t i n u e t i l l

agreement is reached (accepting
that the sessions will last a very long

time). The democratic and cerebral
c u l t u r e o f d i s c u s s i o n t h a t i s o f

Western cut, the Asian-style search
for harmony and the form of end
less discussion, as it is known in Af

rica, are not easily put together.
Similar differences occur, then, with

respect to the ideas people have

regarding the "style" of the Plenary
Assembly.

Autumn 1999 - Spring 2000

The theme of the Plenary Assembly
a n d a l s o t h e c h o i c e o f t h e A c t s o f

the Apostles as the central biblical
text accompany me in my own
w o r k i n S w i t z e r l a n d . I r e d i s c o v e r

t h e w e l l - k n o w n t e x t a n d r e a d i t n o w

with new eyes. Luke, the evangelist
and theologian of unity and conti

nuity, by no means renders multi
plicity invisible. The way he de
scribes, e.g., the relationship of the
newly emerging Church and the re
ligions in the world of the Roman
empire is highly nuanced. In Ephe-
sus alone, Luke mentions disciples
of John the Baptist, the Jewish

community in the synagogue, a
group of persons in the lecture halls
of Tyrannus, Greek men and wom
en, people under the influence of
magic, Jewish exorcists, the seven
sons of the Jewish high priest and
t h e s i l v e r s m i t h s w h o m a n u f a c t u r e

little Artemis temples... (Acts 19).
But he also recognizes a certain

pluralism within the church, e.g., in
connection with the Apostolic coun
cil (Acts 15).

Ecumenical Sunday in Switzerland
is also very much in line with the
Acts of the Apostles and with the
fundamental thrust of biblical minis

try. For this occasion, we choose as
a text the meeting of the Ethiopian
official with the deacon Philip (Acts
8). The workbook we are sending
ou t to the commun i t i es i l l us t ra tes

the richness and the variety of the

possible approaches to the Bible.

E s t r e l l a d e l M a r , t h e E x e c u t i v e

Committee Member from the Philip

pines, has sent me by E-mail a re
port of the workshop in Southeast
Asia that took place in Bandung in
May. The nearly fifty participants
dealt with the question "How to live
the Word in a diversified world (reli

gions, worldviews, ethnic groups,
violence, poverty) of Southeast
Asia, especially Cambodia, Indone-
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sia, Brunei, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Vietnam and become a blessing for
all." I am delighted that the subject
of the Plenary Assembly is being
a d d r e s s e d f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n a

comprehensive way. At the same
time, I am somewhat ashamed,
when I realize that I know hardly an

ything about many of the countries
mentioned - indeed, I know nothing
about them at all. In spite of the

phenomenon of globalization and
all the techniques of modern com
munication it remains true that only
actual relationships between hu
man beings will give rise to a readi
ness and an abi l i ty to become

properly aware of foreign countries
a n d c u l t u r e s . T h i s i s o n e m o r e r e a

s o n t o m o v e f o n w a r d w i t h t h e n e t

working effort of the CBF.

July 2000

The preparation group meets in

Stuttgart-Hohenheim, to begin the
very concrete process of planning
for the Plenary Assembly. We in
f o r m o u r s e l v e s a b o u t t h e s i t u a t i o n

in Lebanon and formulate four pri

mary goals:

With reference to the structures of

the CBF: the story of our work in the
last six years will be told with trans

parency and accuracy. Suggestions
for future development will be as
sembled and discussed already in
the period leading up to the meet

ing.

As to matters of content: spaces
will be created for exchange and
encounter among those who have
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s a n d a i m s . S u f f i

cient space will be made for the

question of the future overall devel
opment of CBF work.

With reference to procedure: the
richness and variety of CBF mem
b e r s s h o u l d b e m a d e v i s i b l e :

through dialogical forms, with the
help of workshops and Bible minis
try forums for exchange of projects,
with the help of good translations

and audiov isua l means of commu

n i c a t i o n .

W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e c o n t e x t i n

Lebanon: the participants will gain

insight into the whole situation. The
local churches will be given the op

portunity to familiarize us with their
situation and their work.

Jacob Theckanath, who is visiting
h e r e f r o m I n d i a , h a s a l r e a d y

brought with him a first product of
the preparations procedures. In

Bangalore, in December 1999, a
workshop o f t he Subreg ion o f
South Asia took place. The papers
and results of this meeting are doc
umented under the title "Journeying
wi th the Word in P lura l i s t As ia" . I am

finding the book extremely helpful
and I am impressed with the open
ness, the clarity of theological re
flection and the variety of biblical
o b s e r v a t i o n s . I t t r o u b l e s m e t o n o t e

that this kind of theological work in
Asia is viewed with suspicion by
some people, as leading to a loss
of the t rue fa i th .

I t i s t r u e t h a t m u c h w o r k s t i l l l i e s

ahead, but a schedule and an over
all idea for the agenda of the Plena

ry Assembly supply us with a scaf
fold from which we can confidently
launch the concrete work of plan

ning.

O c t o b e r 2 0 0 0

Events and developments more or
less directly connected with the Ple

nary Assembly are becoming ever
more frequent - and the thought
that by two years from now it will all
be over brings it home to us that we

really have to work fast now.

T h e R o m a n d e c l a r a t i o n " D o m i n u s

Jesus" takes a highly critical stance
with respect to tendencies to inter-

religious and inner-Christian plural
i s m . T h e d o c u m e n t s h o w s t h a t t h e

CBF is addressing a very relevant
and impor tan t t heme. Bu t t he
s t r o n g l y p o l a r i z i n g r e a c t i o n s
throughout the world also docu
men t t he f ac t t ha t t he Chu rch i n t h i s

area too is still "on the way" when it
comes to the actua l , concrete im

plementation of the openness that
Va t i can Counc i l I I demanded and

made possible. I am sure that this
document can not be the last word
on the theme of "pluralism". And my

experience within the CBF tells me
that the timidity, and the corre

sponding harshness in some of its
s t a t e m e n t s a r e n o t w e l l f o u n d e d -

either from a biblical point of view
or in respect to the present situa
t ion. Invest igat ions and discus
sions, such as were made possible
e.g. by the meeting in Bangalore,
but also by the one in Bandung or
the one in Paris (see below), were
conducted with much pastoral con
cern and great theological insight
on the part of the responsible par
ties. I am very confident that the at
t a c h m e n t t o J e s u s C h r i s t a s L o r d o f

the Church and as the unique ex

pression of God's love for the world
w i l l n o t b e a b a n d o n e d .

Totally different, and far more prac
tical questions are raised in a meet

ing of leaders of the CBF with the fi
nancial agencies that substantially
finance our work. The meeting
makes clear that the agencies are

fully prepared to contribute also to
the financing of the Plenary Assem
bly in Lebanon, but they rightly
stress the responsibi l i ty of the
members to assume where possi
ble the costs of travel and accom

modations. And they make it very
clear that the preparation process
at all levels should be marked by
the greatest seriousness and the

highest quality of work so as to jus
tify the considerable financial ex
penditure.

Immediately following this meeting I
go on to Paris to the colloquium of
the Subregion Latin Europe on the

relationship of the Bible to modern
culture. This proves to be an outlet
for discussing themes such as the
m a s s m e d i a , m o d e r n m e a n s o f

communication, the presence of
the Bible in the secular schools, its
relationship to literature, etc., as
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well as for various approaches to
the Bible: from the perspective of
women, in the t rad i t ion of Protes

tantism, in the light of Roman Cath
o l i c d o c u m e n t s , e t c . T h e C o l l o

quium has been very well prepared,
above all by Tom Osborne, the sub-

regional coordinator, is happily well
attended and of high and therefore
challenging quality. The presence
of persons from the Middle- and

East-European Subregion, from
L e b a n o n , f r o m A f r i c a a n d L a t i n
A m e r i c a a l m o s t t u r n s t h i s S u b r e -

gional meeting into a "Mini-Plenary
Assembly".

On the way home I have time to
look through a little book by Joseph
Stricher, Director of Evangile et Vie

(Paris), that he gave me to take with
me. It is called "Irresistible parole"

(Irresistible word), and it comments
on a few important passages from
the Acts of the Apostles, such that
the text can be read in groups or by
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d b e m a d e f r u i t f u l f o r

o n e ' s o w n l i f e . T h e w o r l d - w i d e e x

change (perhaps also with a
number of translations) of Bible

ministry material on Acts of the
Apostles is an important element of
the preparations for the meeting. In
this sense, I brought to his attention

t h e f a c t t h a t t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n

CBF Newspaper "La Palabra hoy"
has already published an issue on
the Acts of the Apostles. In addi

tion, there is also a new edition of
" B i b e l u n d K i r c h e " d e d i c a t e d t o t h i s

topic. The material is there - it
needs only to be seen, exchanged
and naturally also worked with!

Already the Paris Colloquium itself,
but especially the time immediately

following it has been overshad
owed by the rekindling of violence
in Israel/Palestine and by the anxie

ty of war in the entire Middle East
region. There is still hope that a war
might be averted and that peace-
loving forces and international help
may contribute to diffuse the ten
sions - but it is perfectly clear that
the religious, political, and econom
ic tensions in the region by no
means belong to the past. Living
with pluralism and variety is not

only exciting, but - unfortunately -
a l so d i f f i cu l t and fu l l o f t ens ions .

After my return I begin with the

preparations for the meeting of the
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e i n L e b a n o n

which will take place in January
2001. We will strive to prepare
ahead of time for as many as possi

ble of the administrative and formal

tasks, so that good suggestions
can be passed on to the Plenary
Assembly. We are encouraged by
the news that the homepage of the
CBF on the i n te rne t w i l l soon be f i n

i s h e d a n d t h a t i n t h e B u l l e t i n D e i

Verbum a large amount of space
will be devoted to the preparation

process. Subregions and individual
members will be thinking at home
about how they can prepare them
selves in the next two years, and
a l s o i n t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t i n

Stuttgart the guiding principle "The
Word of God - a blessing for all

peoples" takes precedence over all
other projects as does the biblical
motto "You show me the ways of
l i fe" .

I will doubtless continue with my di

ary on the preparations for the up
coming meeting - but it is just as
important that as many other peo
ple as possible join me in writing
their own ongoing diaries too, so as
to produce a colorful, richly diverse

image of different ways that will
come together and enrich each oth
er at the sixth Plenary Assembly of
t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n !

( T r a n s l . : L . M a l u f ) □

The site of the Plenary Assembly in Beirut
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T O W A R D S B E I R U T

Biblical-Pastoral Ministry at the
Cross roads o f Human Cu l t u res

Colloquium on Biblical-pastoral ministry
organised by the Latin European Subregion
THOMAS R OSBORNE

n a world of globalized commu
nications and markets, the Bibli
cal pastoral ministry must seek

i t s c o u r s e w i t h i n t h e t u m u l t u o u s s e a

of competing cultures and mentali
ties. Indeed, the contact which has
thus become possible, not only be
tween methods of reading the Bible
and between various forms of spirit

uality, confessions and religions,
but also between economic, social
and media systems, is often experi
enced as problematic by those di
rectly involved, both individuals and
communities. They find themselves
in a situation of mutual questioning
and competition, even of confronta
tion and conflict. How can this plu

rality of situations and approaches
to Bibl ical pastoral work within
Christian communities be properly

managed? What is the role of Bibli
cal work in the planetary village?
What responses are to be given to
the fundamental questions that are
r a i s e d i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n : t h a t o f t h e

place of Biblical revelation among

the sacred texts of the great reli

gions and cultures: that of the vari
ous readings of the Bible and their

leg i t imacy w i th in the Chr is t ian
Churches (historical-critical reading,
various spiritual readings, partisan

readings, cultural readings, funda
mentalist readings, etc.) ... These
were some of the questions that the
Latin European Subregion of the
Catholic Biblical Federation, in col

laboration with the Catholic Biblical

Agency Evangile et Vie, wished to
discuss during the colloquium "Bib
lical-Pastoral Ministry at the Cross
roads of Human Cultures", which
took place in Paris, from 6-8 Octo
ber, 2000.

A f t e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e c o l l o

quium, presented by the coordina
tor of the Subregion who spoke of
"Biblical-Pastoral Ministry Faced
with the Challenges of Cultural Plu
ralism", seven participants took up
the following subjects: "The Bible
a n d t h e C o m m u n i c a t i o n s M a r k e t "

(Pierre Babin, O.M.I., Lyon), "The
Word of God and World Religions
and Cultures" (Claude Geffre, O.R,

Paris), "Women read the Bible : a
Feminist or a Feminine Approach?"

(Bettina Eltrop, Stuttgart), "Cultural
Approaches to the Bible" (Anne-
Marie Pelletier, Paris), "The Bible in
Literature" (Pierre-Marie Beaude,

Metz), "Reading and Interpreting
t h e B i b l e w i t h i n t h e D i f f e r e n t

C h u r c h e s : R e f l e c t i o n s f r o m a P r o t

estant Point of View" (Jean Zum-
stein, Zurich) and "Reflections from
a Catholic Point of View" (Philippe

Bacq, S.J., Brussels).

This colloquium marked an impor
tant stage in the Latin European Su-

bregion's ongoing reflection on Bib
lical-pastoral ministry. The members
of this Subregion, coming from eight
countries of so called "Latin" Europe
- French-speaking Belgium, Spain,

France, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta,
Portugal, French-speaking Switzer
land, countries joined by Great Brit
a i n - h a v e d e v o t e d t h e i r a n n u a l

meetings to the Biblical-pastoral
ministry and the media (Maredsous
in 1996), to the so-called "pastoral"
Bibles (London in 1997), to the Bibli

cal-pastoral ministry and ecumen
ism (Madrid in 1998), and to the Bib

lical-pastoral ministry in the Jubilee
Year (Luxembourg in 1999). From
these discussions a number of fun

damental challenges for the Biblical-

pastoral work have emerged:

1. The reading of the Bible and the

Biblical-pastoral ministry can no
longer take place in a hermetically
sealed setting, since the globaliza
t i o n o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d t h e

necessary contacts between the
various cultures, religions and the
diverse forms of atheism, spirituality
and life-philosophy, etc. are all per
v a s i v e .

2. Within the Catholic Church itself,
the reading and interpretation of the
Bible takes place in the context of
very diverse cultures, forms of spir
ituality, ecclesiologies, hermeneuti-
cal approaches, life-situations and
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personal commitments. In place of
one sole official reading of the Bi
ble, one now finds historical-crit ical

interpretations, charismatic inter
pretations, interpretations promot
ed by various other spiritual move

ments, feminist and feminine ap
proaches, social interpretations,
readings proposed by the poor, by
African, Asiatic, Latin-American and
Western Christians ... What can be

done to help this multiplicity of

readings, interpretations and appli
cations of the Bible to progress be

yond the stage of conflict and com
pet i t i on in o rder to become a
s o u r c e o f m u t u a l e n r i c h m e n t i n o u r

s e a r c h f o r f o r m s o f a u t h e n t i c C h r i s

t i a n e x i s t e n c e ?

3. Among the Christian confessions,
the reading and interpretation of the
Bible has often been a stumbling
b l o c k f o r e c u m e n i c a l r e l a t i o n s a n d

activities. How can the reading of
t h e B i b l e i n a n e c u m e n i c a l c o n t e x t

become a place of renewed search
for unity which at the same time re

spects the confessional differences?

4. In the framework of the reading
o f t h e B i b l e w i t h i n t h e C a t h o l i c

Church, as also in ecumenical con

texts, what position should be rec
ommended with respect to "funda
mentalist" interpretations? Is it pos
sible to offer a specific typology of
"the fundamentalist interpretation of
t h e B i b l e " ?

5. In these same contexts, is it pos
sible to accept the view that the Bi
ble, with i ts darker sides, such as
the narratives full of cruelty should
be identified without qualification as
" t h e W o r d o f G o d " ? I n w h a t s e n s e i s

t h e B i b l e " t h e W o r d o f G o d " ?

6. The reading and interpretation of
t h e B i b l e i n t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h

constitutes a difficulty for our rela
t i o n s w i t h t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s

on a whole series of points: the
transcription of the divine name in
o u r t r a n s l a t i o n s , t h e r e l a t i o n b e

t w e e n t h e " O l d " a n d t h e " N e w " T e s

taments, an often exclusively Chris-
tological reading of the Old Testa

ment, an anti-Jewish reading of cer
t a i n N e w T e s t a m e n t t e x t s . . . T o w h a t

extent ought one, or can one nu
a n c e t h e " C a t h o l i c " o r " C h r i s t i a n "

reading of the Bible (First and Sec
ond Testaments) in the framework
o f t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n

a n d J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s ? T o w h a t

extent could a Jewish sensitivity in

reading the Bible enrich our own
"Christian" approach?

7. What might be the status of the
B i b l e a s t h e s a c r e d t e x t i n a m u l t i -

religious context, where it is merely
one sacred text among others?

8 . W h a t r e l e v a n c e c a n t h e B i b l i c a l

text or "message" have in a secular
ized world, where i t is neither the

only, nor even a privileged text on
the market of meaning or of life phi
losophies?

9 . I n a w o r l d i n w h i c h c o m m u n i c a

tion takes place more and more

through the visual medium, where
illiteracy with respect to the reading
of "complex" texts is on the in
crease, the reading of the Biblical
text is becoming increasingly prob
l e m a t i c . H o w c a n o n e b e t t e r u n d e r

stand th is evolut ion? What are i ts

implications for Biblical-pastoral mi
nistry, for the policy of Bible edi
t i o n s a n d o f m a t e r i a l f o r B i b l i c a l

pastoral work, for multi-media ap
proaches to Biblical reading ... ?

Through this colloquium, the acts
of which are in the process of being

published, the organizers have not
sought to propose concrete Biblical
pastoral methods; in any event, this
is the work of each country in the
c o n c r e t e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h i s i t s o w n .

Their goal was rather to investigate
more deeply certain fundamental

questions with which ali women
and men actively engaged in work
w i t h t h e B i b l e - w h e t h e r t h i s i s

called "Biblical apostolate", "Bibli
cal-pastoral ministry" or "Biblical in
spiration of pastoral ministry in gen
era l " - a re con f ron ted . Moreover ,

the colloquium constitutes a specif
ic contribution of the Latin Europe
an Subregion to the preparations

under way for the Plenary Assem
bly of the Catholic Biblical Federa
tion which will take place in Leba
non in September 2002 and which
will be called to reflect on the ques
tion of the Biblical-pastoral ministry
in a pluralistic world.

(TransL: L Maluf)

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e

colloquium please contact:

D r . T h o m a s P . O s b o r n e

Coordinator of the Subregion Latin

Europe
C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

52, rue Jules Wllhelm
L-2728 Luxembourg
T e l . : + 3 5 2 - 4 3 6 0 5 1 - 3 3 1

F a x : + 3 5 2 - 4 2 6 5 7 2

E-mail : thomas.osborne@cl.culture. lu

1 1



LIFE OF THE FEDERATION

^ 6
!:go ^^ LU
LU Q
t U J

Change in the Office of the General Secretary

Festive Act on the Occasion of the Change in the Office of
Generai Secretary

BETTINA ELTROP

The farewell for the longtime General Secretary, Dr. Ludger Feldkamper, and the Inauguration of his suc
cessor, Mrs. Clara Maria Diaz, were celebrated last September with a small festive act in Stuttgart, not far
from the site of the General Secretariat of the CBF. Dr. Bettina Eltrop, a representative of the Katholisches
Bibelwerk (German Bible Association), Stuttgart, took part in this celebration and recorded her personal
impressions of the event for the readers of this Bulletin.

21 September 2000 in Stuttgart: a

gray, rainy day in autumn. "Are the
heavens weeping for sorrow or for

joy?" - we were all joking when we
arrived. For sorrow, because Ludg
er Feldkamper is leaving the Gener
al Secretariat of the CBF in Stutt

gart, and for joy, because Clara
Maria is taking his place - these
e m o t i o n s o f t h e h e a v e n s w e r e i n

deed shared by many of the guests
f r o m a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d w h o h a d

come together for the farewell to Dr.

Ludger Feldkamper as General
Secretary and the inauguration of
his successor to this office, Mrs.
Clara Maria Diaz, S.S.L.

Very much in the style of Ludger
a n d C l a r a M a r i a - a n d o f t h e e n t i r e

Cathol ic Bibl ical Federation - there
was no pompous festive act, but
rather a substantive and lovingly or

gan ized ce lebra t ion wi th much
room for personal contacts, for ex

pressions of gratitude, for recalling
the past and looking forward to the
future work of the Federation. There

was even room for silence, inferiori

ty and moments of contemplative

pause. This was made possible by
the chamber music ensemble of the

St. Agnes Catholic Girls' High-
school in Stuttgart. The students

performed pieces by Handel and
Schiitz with a passion and perfec
t ion that enthused a l l present .
Moreover they represented an age-

group that was otherwise lacking
among the guests, even though it
plays a vital role in biblical pastoral
work, namely, the youth.

Numerous addresses and greet
ings documented the work-style
and accomplishments of Dr. Ludger
Feldkamper: networking was a ma
jor topic of discussion, as was the
establishment of strong connecting
l i n k s b e t w e e n v a r i o u s m e m b e r s

and continents, and the exchange
of materials and points of view that
lend new impetus to different work
s i t u a t i o n s o n t h e s c e n e o f a c t i o n .

Appreciation was also frequently
expressed for Ludger Feldkamper's
ability to address people personal
ly, to urge their collaboration and to
s h o w a c o m m i t m e n t f o r t h e b a l a n c

ing of different points of view - all of

which qualities also became evi
d e n t i n h i s o w n a d d r e s s .

But before melancholy could
spread too far, the speech of the
new General Secretary, Clara Maria
Diaz and the greetings of various
supporting organizations such as
that of Bruno Rehm for the Divine

Word Miss ionar ies o r tha t o f Bar

bara Pauli for the funding agencies
were signaling that the committed
work would be carried on with cour

age, spirit and new perspectives.
Clara Maria Diaz signaled in her ad
dress that the Bible reading of the
poor and the option for the poor
and the marginalized, to which the
CBF knows it is obligated, would be

given great weight in the future
w o r k o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . B a r b a r a

P a u l i f r o m M i s s i o M u n c h e n c o m

pared the CBF to a house that is
w e l l b u i l t , b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e

some of i ts rooms are in need of

furnishing. She said she hoped that
Mrs. Diaz would be able to furnish
rooms for women and chi ldren and

also to give some thought to the in
terior decorating of rooms for Afri-

1 2



^ B U L L E T I N D E I V E R B U M 5 7

ca. For all of these projects she
wished the new General Secretary
success and also promised the fi
nancial support of her agency for
t h i s w o r k .

A further new perspective for the
w o r k o f t h e C B F i s t h e f a c t t h a t F r .

Ludger Feldkamper is not going to
be lost all together to the network

ing of the CBF, but intends to con
t i n u e t o c o l l a b o r a t e a t o n e o f i t s

junctures, namely in the Subregion

of Rome, following a well-deserved
sabbatical year.

Finally, the great significance of the
Bible for concrete pastoral work
was emphasized both by Bishop
Wilhelm Egger, the president of the
CBF and the newly ordained bish

op of the Diocese of Rottenburg
Stuttgart, Dr. Gebhardt Furst, who
also promised to commit with new

intensity to the work of the biblical-
pastoral ministry.

With so many new perspectives

everyone seemed happy at the
e n d : C l a r a M a r i a D i a z i s t h e n e w

General Secretary in Stuttgart who
can certainly bring new impetus to
the work, and also Fr. Ludger Feld

kamper will continue to work for the
F e d e r a t i o n . A t t h e e n d , a l l w e r e

agreed: heaven had indeed been
weeping for joy.

( T r a n s l . : L . M a l u f ) C I

Service to the Word - Service to Hope

Paper of Wilhelm Egger, Bishop of Bolzano-Bressanone,
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

he ph i losopher Immanuel
K a n t f o r m u l a t e d t h e f u n d a

mental human question as
follows: "What can I know, what can

I hope for, what must I do, who am
I?" We are issued the challenge: "al

ways be ready to give an explana
tion to anyone who asks you for a
reason for your hope" (1 Peter

3:15).

1. The Holy Scripture - Book
of Hope

Our service to the Word of Scripture
is primarily a service to hope. What

I m e a n i s t h a t t h e B i b l e i s f r o m i t s

first page to its last a book of hope,
a book of promise and fulfillment.
Time and again we are shown how
I s r a e l a n d t h e C h u r c h a s s u m e r e

n e w e d c o n f i d e n c e a n d m o v e f o r

ward as a pilgrim people. The very
last word of Holy Scripture is like
wise an expression of hope: "Come,
Lord Jesus" {Rev 22:20b).

2. Hope for the Third
M i l l e n n i u m

The symbolic number 2000 causes
u s t o r e f l e c t o n t h e f u t u r e . W h a t i s

our place within the circle of those
who wish to shape the future? I am
convinced that we Christians, for
whom the Bible is the word of life,

have something to contribute to the
t h i r d m i l l e n n i u m .

Listening to the Word of God is a
good foundation-stone

Listening to the Word of God is a
good foundation-stone for the con
s t r u c t i o n o f t h e h o u s e t h a t i s t h e

Church, as well as humanity, at the
beginning of the third millennium.
In an address to his Polish compa-
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triots the Holy Father addressed an
invitation to all, on 6 June 1999 in

Pelplin, to march forward into the
new millennium with the Gospel in
h a n d :

'"Happy are those who hear the
Word of God and keep it'. If, on the
threshold of the third millennium,
we ask how the coming times will
be, we must also raise the question
a b o u t t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h i s h o u s e

that will be completed by the future

generations. This is why our gener
ation must build wisely for the fu
ture. He builds wisely who listens to
the word of Jesus, and fulfills it too."

Bible - Inspired and Inspiring

I outlined my own conviction in my
article on the European Synod (5
October, 1999) on the Word of God
as a source of inspiration for Eu

rope. But this applies as well to the
development in the whole world:
the inspired Word of God can still

provide inspiration today:

"The Bible can give Europe and the
continents a soul by helping to dis
cover those values that Europe and
the continents especially need at
the present moment: as it confronts
divisions, nationalistic movements,
a n d i n t r a c t a b l e c o n f l i c t s t h e W o r d

o f G o d i s s u e s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o r e c

onciliation; in a world that is being
ever more dramatically torn apart
t h e W o r d o f G o d c r e a t e s c o m m u n i

ty and helps to overcome religious,
social and other barriers; in a time
of ongoing cultural transformation
and great insecurity the Word of
God provides answers to the most

profound questions.

T w o t a s k s r e s u l t f r o m t h e s e c o n s i d

erations for the biblical apostolate:

- In religious education more atten

tion should be paid to a better

knowledge of the Bible as Word of
God for humanity, but also as a

specific "great norm" for culture;
- C o m m i t m e n t t o t h e J u b i l e e Y e a r o f

the Lord, to debt remission for the

peoples;

- In the ecumenical sphere, the Bi

ble, whose interpretation has, in the
past, been an occasion for divi
sions, can become the most effec
t i v e a i d i n t h e r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f t h e

churches (as the famous Protestant

exegete Julicher said at the begin
ning of the 20th century)."

3. The Bible - Symbol of Hope
in the Hoiy Year

F o r t h e J u b i l e e Y e a r 2 0 0 0 t h e B i b l e

will be one of the symbols of the

Holy Year, alongside the conven
tional symbols (pilgrimages, holy
doors, indulgences) and alongside
a whole series of new emphases

(love of neighbor, examination of
conscience, testimony of faith wit
nesses).

The Holy Scripture is one of the great

symbols for the Holy Year because it
was given a particularly prominent
role in the ceremony of the opening
of the holy doors in Rome and in the
dioceses. The opening of the Holy
Y e a r i n t h e d i o c e s e s w a s c h a r a c t e r

ized by the fact that with the entrance
into the Cathedrals the Holy Scripture
was given a certain liturgical promi
nence. At the opening of the holy
doors in Rome, John Paul II says in
Incarnation is Mysterium 8: As we
cross the threshold the Pope shows
the Holy Gospel to the Church and to
the wor ld as the source of l i fe and of

hope for the coming third millennium.

4. Jesus Pedagogy of Hope
for crises of society and
C h u r c h

Jesus himself gives an example, in
that he gives the disciples an an
swer to the question about the

hope that filled him. Among those
w h o f o l l o w e d J e s u s t h e r e a r o s e

questions regarding hope as many
of Jesus' followers went away. This
amounted to nothing short of a

community crisis - today we would
speak of a church crisis. Now the
pedagogy of Jesus comes to light.
In view of his disciples' doubts, dis
appointments and frustration, the

question of hope is posed for Je
s u s . J e s u s i s t h e t e a c h e r o f h i s d i s

ciples, and he has also a pedagogy
of his own. His manner of speaking
is simple and vivid; he takes his

parables from real-life situations.
They are narratives and stories that
arouse confidence and teach how a

person can gain trust.

Lothar Zenetti describes this peda

gogy of hope and its success in the
following words:

Water from the well,
bread,
a farmer who sows,
a wedding,
the grain of mustard,
the fig tree,
the grape-vine,
the sheep,
a lost coin,
a little leaven, a mass of dough,
a net full of fish,
oh Jesus - this was all you needed,
back then,
and the simple people,
understood the truth,
that lies in things and
that lies behind things.

Jesus himself is a sign of hope
through his death and resurrection.
Jesus is himself a commentary on
the saying about the growing of the
s o w n s e e d . H e u n d e r s t a n d s h i m s e l f

as a grain of wheat, and he says of
himself: "unless a grain of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it re
mains just a grain of wheat; but if it
dies, it produces much fruit" (John
12:24).

S e r v i c e t o t h e W o r d a l s o m e a n s

translat ing for our t imes Jesus'
great words of hope. The hope with
w h i c h J e s u s w a s f i l l e d h e e x

pressed in the words: Kingdom of
God, and Son of Man.
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The expression "Kingdom of God"

implies an action of God: God him
self enters actively into human his

tory, and he transforms this history
of suffering and negativity into one
of wholeness and salvation in which

he graces us with his presence.
The experience with the earthly Je
s u s c o m m u n i c a t e s a f o r e t a s t e o f

the heavenly meal.

The expression "Son of Man" (Dan

7) is likewise a word of hope ac
cording to the Jewish tradition. At
the end of time, man will triumph
over the wild animals like the bear,
the lion, etc. and Israel receives its

v i n d i c a t i o n . J e s u s s e e s h i s o w n f a t e

and his own hope embodied in this
S o n o f M a n .

According to Luke 4, Jesus inaugu
rates God's great year of favor. The
Jubilee implies a transformation of

existing relationships.

5 . O u r S e r v i c e t o t h e W o r d

and the Pedagogy of Hope

C a r d i n a l C a r l o M a r i a M a r t i n i w r o t e

m e i n a l e t t e r : " . . . a t t h i s t u r n o f t h e

millennium .. we must... join a loy

alty to ancient tradition with respon
siveness to new problems. It is a
matter of knowing how to draw
from Scripture that personal nour
i s h m e n t a n d c o n s o l a t i o n t h a t a r e

required to confront the difficult

problems of the society and the
Church of today".

Service to the Word has to do with

hope and encouragement. Scrip
ture can make us hopeful people,

people of encouragement. Paul
writes: "whatever was written previ

ously was written for our instruc
tion, that by endurance and by en
couragement of the scriptures we
might have hope" (Rom 15:4).

Among the tasks for biblical-pasto
ral ministry I would like to name the

following:

We must view our preaching as an

opportunity to expound this line of
hope that runs through the whole of
Holy Scripture as the story of God
with humanity that we can absolute

ly rely upon. The way of Jesus is it
self also a story of hope, a story of
the grain of wheat.

We must unlock Jesus' great words
of hope and disclose the hope po
tential that they conceal. We must
view the message of hope in the

perspective of the larger and small
er hopes of today.

Let our Scriptural reading be a
search for the grounds of hope.
This corresponds in the traditional
m e t h o d o f t h e s e a r c h f o r t h e f o u r

fold meanings of Scripture to the
fourth step, the anagogical interpre

tation. This fourth step of lectio divi-
na shows the way to glory. It seems
t o m e t h a t i n o u r t i m e s m o r e t h a n

ever this last step is important. We
must see the grounds for hope.
Such a vision goes with a kind of

psychological health that is needed
in society, but also in the Church. It
is possible to become fixated on
the negative side of life, but we can
also opt to make an effort to per
ceive the grounds of hope.

I c l o s e w i t h a c i t a t i o n f r o m C a r d i n a l

Carlo Maria Martini from the paper
he read at the European Synod. "As
I listened to the various presenta
tions of the last few days", he said,
" I t o o h a d a d r e a m , i n d e e d a

n u m b e r o f d r e a m s . I w i l l r e c a l l t h r e e

of them ... Above all the dream that,

through an ever greater familiarity,
on the part of European men and
women, with Sacred Scripture, read
and prayed alone, in groups and in
communit ies, we wi l l see a revival
of that experience of fire in the heart

enjoyed by the two disciples on the
r o a d t o E m m a u s . T h i s r e m i n d s m e

of what has already been said by

Bishop Egger of Bolzano-Bressa-
none. My own experience too leads
me to bel ieve that the Bible, read

and prayed, in particular by the

young, is the book of the future for
the European continent".

( T r a n s ! . : L . M a l u f ) □
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L I F E O F T H E F E D E R A T I O N

A d d r e s s o f D r . D a n i e l K o s c h

M o d e r a t o r o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e

Honorable Bishops,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends of the Catholic Biblical Federation,

I am most grateful to all of you for
having taken the time to celebrate
today an Important transition In the
history of the Catholic Biblical Fed
eration; the farewell to Fr. Ludger

Feldkamper, svd, and the assump
t i o n o f t h e o f f i c e o f G e n e r a l S e c r e

tary by Ms. Clara Maria Diaz. We all
k n o w t h a t t r a n s i t i o n s i n l i f e a r e e x

citing, but also delicate moments.
This is why in times of transition

signs of God's nearness are institut
e d a n d f e s t i v i t i e s t h a t f o s t e r c o m

munity are celebrated: with Baptism
at a birth, with a wedding at the en
trance into the partnership of mar

riage, but also with ribbons that are
ceremoniously cut with the opening
of a new bridge, and many other
symbolic actions. Our ceremony to
day is such a symbolic event.

T h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n ,

the word-wide fellowship of biblical
associations and biblical-pastoral
inst i tut ions, committed i tsel f at the
last Plenary Assembly in Hong

Kong to more active "networking".
This implies that the Federation un
derstands itself - very much in the
sense of modern media technology,
but also along the tines of the
k o i n o n i a o f t h e e a r l i e s t C h r i s t i a n

c o m m u n i t i e s - a s a " n e t w o r k " : i n t e r

national and multilingual, transcend

ing all national borders and bringing
the most diverse people together as
hea re rs and doe rs o f t he Word .

If a net is to be strong enough to

support a load it must have not only
many threads and meshes, but also
strong junctions, with load handling
capacity. One of these junctions of
w o r l d - w i d e b i b l i c a l w o r k i s t h e B i b l e

city of Stuttgart. Even if Stuttgart
does not owe this designation to
the CBF, the name is confirmed by
its presence. Stuttgart, and in a
broader sense the German-speak

ing world are important for the CBF
not only as the seat of its General

Secretariat, but also because in this
realm reside many of its friends and
benefactors, as well as the majority
of those funding agencies which
have been responsible not only for
the financial support of the CBF, but
also for the creation in many coun
tries, through their world-wide pro
ject work, of the conditions neces
sary for any effective biblical minis
try at all.

The junction point of the CBF net
w o r k i s t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t o f

Stuttgart, but it is this not only with
respect to technology and organi
z a t i o n : w h a t h a v e b e e n a n d r e m a i n

d e c i s i v e a r e t h e h u m a n c o n t a c t s -

communication regarding who will
do what, where, when and how. It is

the most important task of the Gen
eral Secretary and his or her collab
o r a t o r s t o s t r e t c h t h e s e t h r e a d s i n t o

all the world, to maintain their viabil

ity, to weave them into meaningful
and connected operational units. It
has been the great accomplishment
of Ludger Feldkamper, to whom we

officially say farewell today as Gen
eral Secretary, that he worked for fif
teen years putting together this
CBF network, that he supported it,
b r e a t h e d n e w l i f e i n t o i t t i m e a n d

time again and very significantly en
larged it. This networking involved in
numerable contacts, countless flight
hours, meetings, individual appoint
ments, letters, telephone calls, faxes
a n d e - m a i l s .

The Plenary Assemblies that take
place every six years can likewise
be viewed as "junctions" in the life
of the CBF Ludger Feldkamper put
a lasting mark on the Plenary As

sembly of Bogota in 1990 and that
of Hon Kong in 1996. Two themes
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of relevance both before and after

the meetings and of a significance
that transcends the CBF itself were

the focal point of these meetings:
the reading of the Bible in context
and the reading of the Bible in dia

logue. These two emphases also
characterize the style of the work of
the parting General Secretary: a
great interest in and a high sensitiv
ity for the concrete circumstances
i n w h i c h w o r k w i t h t h e B i b l e t a k e s

place. And a deep theological, but
also human respect for the variety
of people and institutions that work

together in the CBF. This attentive-
ness to concrete and unique situa
t i o n s a n d t h i s r e a d i n e s s f o r d i a

logue led to a very conscientious
and careful leadership style: he re
mained total ly immune from at

tempts at centralization, authoritari
a n c o n d u c t o r t e c h n o c r a t i c r u l e .

It is hardly possible, in a few sen

tences, to express the thanks that
the Federat ion owes to Ludger

Feldkamper for his immeasurable
w o r k . S o I w i l l b o r r o w a s e n t e n c e

from the Apostle Paul, who had a
task in his communities throughout
the whole Roman imperial world
similar to that of Ludger Feldkam

per in the CBF. Paul wrote to his be-
ioved community in Philippi: "I give
thanks to my God at every remem
brance of you, praying always with

joy in my every prayer for all of you"
(Phil 1:3-4). May these lines, which
we have sung in English at the end
of so many CBF meetings be with

you on your way, Ludger: We too -
the many women and men, bish

ops, priests, religious and lay per
sons, all those everywhere in the
w o r l d w h o a r e i n v o l v e d o r i n t e r e s t

ed in the Bible and in exegesis, and

especially those who bear respon
sibility in the various committees of
the CBF and who have experienced
the joy of the Federation meetings -
we all thank our God every time we
think of you. And of course we will
also accompany you with joy in

prayer as you enter a new segment
of life that will presumably take you

to Rome after a well-deserved sab

batical period, where you will again
join the great network of the CBF -
as coordinator of the Subregion in
t h a t l o c a t i o n .

During Ludger Feldkamper's time in
o f f i c e t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a

tion has become more Catholic, i.e.
more comprehensive and more

open. It is now less Eurocentric,
and in Asia and Latin America it is

notably more vibrant and of greater
significance than it is in our latitude.
It no longer finds members and col
laborators primarily among clerics
and religious, but increasingly also
within lay circles, and especially
women. The Federation also gives
m o r e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e

Bible itself is an extremely varied
book and that a plurality of ap

proaches to the Bible is an enrich
ment for "the interpretation of the
Bible in the Church" (cf. also the
d o c u m e n t o f t h e P o n t i f i c a l B i b l i c a l

Commission devoted to this topic).

It is fully in line with this new open
ness, which is Catholic in the real
s e n s e o f t h e w o r d a n d i s r o o t e d i n

t h e b e s t a n d m o s t a n c i e n t t r a d i t i o n

of the Church, that the choice for

the new occupant of the position of
General Secretary has fallen on Ms.
C la ra Mar i a D iaz f r om Co lomb ia .

She is the first representative of the
lands of the South, the first woman

and the first lay person in this office.
At the same time, she is highly quali
fied for this task: through biblical
studies and publications, through

personal experience with biblical
ministry and through her effective
leadership of the coordinating of
f i c e o f t h e C B F i n L a t i n A m e r i c a .

Clara Maria took part in the Plenary
Assemblies in both Bogota and

Hong Kong and she knows the CBF
above all from the perspective of an
active member. This perspective on
the work of the CBF from the point
of view of a very lively, but material

ly often poor member will bring new
impetus to the work in the General
Secretariat. And her experience in

dealing with tight financial resourc

es will also undoubtedly come in

handy.

The good wishes and the many ex

pectations that accompany you,
Clara Maria, as you enter upon this
new and exciting, but also not al

ways easy task I would like to ex
press by means of a few words tak
en from Psalm One: "Happy the
woman whose joy is the law of the
Lord; God's law she studies day
and night; she is like a tree planted
near streams of water, that yields its
f r u i t i n s e a s o n . W h a t e v e r s h e d o e s

will prosper."

A s a t o k e n o f t h a n k s f o r t h e s e r v i c

es accomplished and for the readi
ness to t ake on th i s new task , I

would like to present a simple foun

tain-pen to Ludger Feldkamper and
Clara Maria Diaz. Writing is, after
all, one of the important tasks of a
General Secretary. That both of you
r e c e i v e t h e s a m e m o d e l s t a n d s f o r

continuity and tradition; the differ
ent handwriting of the recipients will
cover transformation and pluralism.
Both dimensions are important for
the work of the CBF, which is pres

ently preparing for its next Plenary
Assembly, whose principal theme is
the effect of social, religious, bibli
cal and inner-ecclesial pluralism on
the biblical-pastoral ministry. Let me
c o n c l u d e w i t h t h e b i b l i c a l m o t t o

t a k e n f r o m P s a l m 1 6 " Y o u s h o w m e

the ways of life" in the form of a

prayer and a wish: "Show, o God,
the ways of life and to iife to Ludger,
to Clara Maria, to the CBF and to us
a l l ! "

I thank you for your attentiveness.

□
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L I F E O F T H E F E D E R A T I O N

/ Excerpt from the Speech
of Fr. Dr. Ludger Feldkamper

CBF General Secretary from 1986 - 2000

Dear Guests and Friends,

Dr. Kosch spoke of "networking" as
an important and relevant aspect of
t h e F e d e r a t i o n . I n l i n e w i t h t h i s r e

mark, I would like to illustrate with a
few examples of "networking" the
w o r k o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n i n w h i c h w e

a r e a l l s o m e h o w i n v o l v e d o r o f

which we are contributing mem
b e r s .

I hope that it will also become clear

through these examples that In the
Federation - particularly in posi
tions of responsibility - it is not

merely a matter of management. A
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c e l e m e n t i n t h e B i b l e

apostolate or the biblical-pastoral
ministry is joy in the Word of God.
Others have noticed this, and it has
also been my own constant experi
ence. Time and again I have ob
s e r v e d t h a t t h e W o r d o f G o d c a n

kindle a glow. We called our Bible
seminar in the Philippines "Hearts
on fire"! This experience has always

encouraged and inspired me in a
work that is not always easy; and
for this as well as for many other

blessings I am most grateful, as are
many others.

I w o u l d a l s o l i k e t o m a k e c l e a r t h a t

all the Bible work in the Federation,

all the "networking" is not merely a
matter of our own doing. One could
t h i n k t h i s w a s t h e c a s e i f o n e w e r e

to focus simply on the implementa
tion of programs and ideas. But
these things are but one side of the
l i f e o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . T h e o t h e r

side is what has not been planned,
what was not foreseen, the things
that have happened as it were

spontaneously. How beauti ful i t
would be, looking back at our past,
i f w e c o u l d e x c l a i m i n a m a z e m e n t

w i t h t he Psa lm is t : "Th i s i s t he Lo rd ' s

doing: it is wonderful in our eyes"
{Ps 118:23).

I would like to point to four events
w i t h i n t h e F e d e r a t i o n i n t h e m o n t h s

of August, September and October
tha t i l l u s t r a t e how t he wo rd t akes i t s

course, how people are on the way
with this word, how out of small be

ginnings, often in the form of words
and encounters that appear acci
dental, something arises that can
only be compared with the tiny
mustard seed and the imposing
tree in the parables of Jesus.

A first example: in May of this year
Mrs. Diaz and I took part in a Basic
Bible Seminar in Hong Kong that
was offered by the Filipino immi
grant workers for their fellow-coun
t rywomen in serv ice as house
m a i d s . A l m o s t h a l f o f t h e C a t h o l i c

population of Hong Kong consists
of Filipinos. The Basic Bible Semi

nar was offered already for the 50th
time among the Hong Kong immi

grant workers in August of this year.
T h i s B a s i c B i b l e S e m i n a r w a s s t a r t

ed in the Philippines. A Filipino
B e n e d i c t i n e s i s t e r w h o h a d w o r k e d

for long years in the basic commu

nities, felt the need to make availa
ble for simple people an Introduc
t i o n t o t h e B i b l e a n d a m e t h o d t h a t

w o u l d e n a b l e t h e m t o h a v e a v i t a l

contact with the Bible, especially
with the readings of the Sunday lit

urgy, in a prayerful community set
ting. The course was worked out in
t h e B i b l e C e n t e r n a m e d a f t e r J o h n

Paul I in the northern Philippines -
t h e f i r s t a s s o c i a t e m e m b e r o f t h e

Federation in the Philippines.

T h e s u c c e s s o f t h i s c o u r s e w a s a s

tounding; it was immediately trans
lated into several Filipino languages
a n d d i a l e c t s a n d b e c a m e k n o w n

outside of the Philippines through
the efforts of Filipino missionaries
and at meetings of the Catholic Bib
lical Federation.. At the present time
the course - in its original draft or in
a form adapted to local situations -
h a s b e e n t r a n s l a t e d i n t o o v e r 2 0

languages. The guest worker wom
en in Hong Kong who inscribe for
t h i s c o u r s e m a k e a c o m m i t m e n t t o

give up their only free day in the
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week, for a five week period. For
t h e t e a m t h i s s a c r i f i c e i s a l m o s t a

permanent condition, because the
seminars with 40-50 participants
are almost always fully booked. En
thusiastic reports on this course are

reaching us, e.g., from as far away
as the Congo! - One example that
i l l u s t r a t e s t h e w o r k o f t h e F e d e r a

tion - and the "networking" the Fed
eration makes possible.

A second example: in Ghana, since
the beginning of this month, a forty-

day DEI VERBUM course has been
in progress. It is designed for men
and women - lay, religious, priests -
w h o i n v o l v e t h e m s e l v e s i n B i b l e

work as animators and promoters.
This course is being offered for the
first time in Ghana and is being
conducted by an associate mem
b e r o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . T h e c o u r s e

has been given five times already in
Harare, Zimbabwe and once in An

gola. So Ghana is trying out some
thing that has already been a suc
cess in other parts of Africa.

These forty-day courses are an off
shoot of the four-month English-
speaking DEI VERBUM courses
that the Federation has organized
twelve times already in Nemi, near
Rome. Among the 170 participants
in the Plenary Assembly in Hong

Kong, about 20 were graduates of
the DEI VERBUM courses who are
now responsibly engaged in the Bi
ble work of their home countries.

A third example: from 6-8 October a
Biblicai Colloquium will take place
on the theme "La pastorale biblique
au carrefour des cultures" (biblical-

pastoral ministry at the crossroads
of the cultures). It is on the topic of
t h e W o r d o f G o d a n d B i b l e w o r k i n

the pluralistic world; the topic of

theological reflection on the role
a n d v a l u e o f B i b l e w o r k i n t h e

Church and the world of today.

Workshops with similar concerns
have already been conducted in
two completely different contexts -
for South Asia in Bangalore, India
a n d f o r S o u t h E a s t A s i a i n B a n d

ung, Indonesia. These and other
workshops serve as preparation for
the next Plenary Assembly which
will take place in Beirut, Lebanon in

September of 2002. It will be excit
ing to compare the results of these
workshops at the Plenary Assem
bly.

A final example: in Sydney, from IS
I S O c t o b e r 2 0 0 0 a n o t h e r e v e n t w i l l

take place which is not making
headlines, but which in its after-ef
fects will perhaps not take second

place to the Olympic games: the
sixth meeting of the United Chinese
C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n s

(UCCBA). The idea of this merger
was born in 1985 at the first pan-
Asiatic Bible meeting of the CBF.
Chinese part icipants from Hong

Kong, Singapore and Taiwan decid
ed to pursue the reading of the Bi
b le i n a Ch inese con tex t , f rom a

Chinese perspective, to profit from
the tradition of the reading of classi
cal Chinese writings.

The UCCBA was founded in Taiwan

in 1987 and immediately affiliated
as an associated member with the

C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n . B e

s i d e s t h e B i b l e a s s o c i a t i o n s , i t s

members include, among others,
communit ies of foreign Chinese

people in Malaysia, Indonesia, Aus
tralia, the USA, and Canada. From
the start they made every effort to
maintain contact with the mainland,

which they have increasingly been
able to do. The UCCBA could come

into existence and develop be
cause the Franciscans (Studium
Biblicum Fanciscanum) - also an
a s s o c i a t e d m e m b e r o f t h e F e d e r a

tion - had done some good prepar

atory work. There have been many
interesting complications that make
it look in hindsight as though every

thing was planned invisibly!

These, dear friends of the CBF, are
a few of the highlights from the life
o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n -

meeting with the Word through
Holy Scripture, listening to one an
other , exchanging exper iences.

common dreams and discovery of
new horizons and possibilities. I am

extremely grateful to have been
graced with this experience of 16
y e a r s .

I am grateful to God, whose provi
d e n c e l e d m e t o t h e C B F . I a m

grateful also to all my fellow work
ers, women and men. From the be

ginning it was clear to me that my
w o r k i n t h e F e d e r a t i o n w o u i d e s

sentially involve co-working, work
ing together, "networking". This is
why 16 years ago in Bangalore I in
troduced myself to you as "your co
worke r " . And so I w i sh to t hank f rom

the bottom of my heart those here

present and also those who are not
present today and whom in the last
16 years I have been able to count
as my co-workers, travel fellows,

companions, yes even friends.

To you, dear Bishop Dr. Gebhard
Fiirst, I would like to say that we are
delighted that you were able - so
shortly after your ordination to bish
op last Sunday - to come to us to
day. As Bishop of Rottenburg-Stutt-
gart you are the protege of the
Catholic Bibl ical Associations which

number among the most important

founding members of the CBF. Of
course the Federation is not directly
under you, but we can certainly ex

pect that, like your predecessor,
you will hold a protective hand over
the CBF or - if necessary - reach it

your helping hand!

Soon there is supposed to be an
other Synod of Bishops, under the
title: "The Bishop, minister of the

Gospel of the Jesus Christ for the
hope of the world". In view of this
Synod, the president of the CBF,
Bishop Egger, conducted a survey
among the so-called "Bible bish
ops" on the theme: the preaching
ministry of the Bishop and Bible
ministry, and he turned over the re
sults to the Secretary of the Synod
a s a c o n t r i b u t i o n o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n .

Ever since the 1984 Plenary Assem

bly in Bangalore, India, the CBF
has been pleading for a Synod on
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the Word of God and the Holy

Scripture in the life of the Church.
We are convinced that the interpre
tation of Scripture is the heart of the
new evangelization and of the
preaching commission of the whole
Church - beginning with the Bish

op! It would be a wonderful gift for
us, dear Bishop Furst, if you would
support the CBF in this effort.

But I owe the greatest debt of grati
tude to Mrs. Clara Maria Diaz, my
s u c c e s s o r . W e h a v e k n o w n e a c h

o t h e r s i n c e t h e e n d o f t h e 1 9 8 0 ' s . I

congratulate Mrs. Diaz for her cour
age in assuming the responsibilities
of the of f ice. I f she does so wi th fear

and trembling, this only recalls my
own feelings of 16 years ago. For
this reason, Clara Maria, I would

like to address one word to you:
" T r u s t ! " " H a v e t r u s t . " Y o u d o n o t

walk alone, you are not alone - to
use the words of a blessing hymn, I
thank you all for your patience and
a t t e n t i o n .

(Transl.: L. Maluf)

Speech by Lie. Bibl. Clara Maria Diaz,

CBF General Secretary since July 2000

Your Excellencies, dear Friends of the Catholic Biblical Federation

Allow me to address you in my na
tive tongue not only for the ease
but, above ail, the desire to offer a

strong symbolic gesture of solidari
ty with thousands upon thousands
of people across Latin America and
the Caribbean. These people come
into contact each day with the Bible

seeking enl ightenment f rom i ts
message and a way of life that is
simple yet profound and very hu
man. This message of the good
news of mercy and brotherhood in
t h i s w o r l d o f o u r s w h e r e t h e v o i c e

of those who suffer and hunger and
thirst for justice can be barely per
c e i v e d .

You may be asking yourselves right
n o w w h a t a w o m a n f r o m s o f a r

away is doing in the chair of Secre
tary General for the Catholic Biblical

Federation. An adequate response
is difficult to express in words just
as the experience of faith many
times leaves much unexplained to
human reason. All I can tell you is
that from first coming into contact
with the Federation in late 1985, I

w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n i t s w o r k . A l m o s t

without realizing it, I began to get
m o r e a n d m o r e i n v o l v e d i n i t s a c t i v

ities. Almost without realizing it, I

began to get more and more in
v o l v e d i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s . I b e c a m e i n

creasingly convinced of the impor
t a n c e o f t h e m i s s i o n c o n f e r r e d o n

the Federation to offer a space for
communication and participation,
an opportunity which we should not
miss in order to proclaim the Word
o f G o d a s t h e s o u r c e o f l i f e a n d

hope for ail people.

I'm here before you with the sole

purpose of serving, of carrying on
blazing the trail in the spirit of those
who pioneered it. This trail began
over thirty years ago: thirty years of

meaningful moments, especially in
the Plenary Assembl ies. 1 was

among those en route from Banga
lore, I was in Bogota and in Hong
Kong. I profess a clear awareness
of the importance of the Federa
tion's prophetic mission and of the
n e e d t o b e f a i t h f u l t o t h e n e w n e s s

of the Gospel and of that desire, so
divine and so human, of having life
and having it to the full. Now we are
on our way to Beyrouth, pilgrims in
the midst possibilities and sense
lessness of globalization and of plu

rality of our postmodern society,
but with the certainty of that the
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Word we announce is a blessing for
all peoples.

This is truly a moment to thank
t h o s e w h o h a v e h o n o r e d a n d e n

r i c h e d t h e F e d e r a t i o n w i t h t h e i r

presence: the founders, Presidents,
m e m b e r s o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t

tee, and in a very special way, Fr.
Ludger Feldkamper whom we hon
or for his selfless service through

out these past 16 years. And, so

many other people who have in one
way or another given their utmost
t o t h i s t a s k i n t h e m a i n o f f i c e i n

Stuttgart, and elsewhere - in the re
gional branch offices and in all
places where the affiliated institutes
undertake favoring the admirable

pastoral biblical work. To the indi
viduals and groups who have gen

erously contributed to our work and

to all of you who have graced us
with your presence on this day of
celebration. I not only want to thank

you, I'd like to tell you that upon tak
ing on this new challenge, I hope to
forever rely on your cooperation,

support and friendship.

Thank you very much.

( T r a n s l . : J . P a u l i n ) f l

Address delivered by Dr. Gebhard Fiirst

Bishop of Rottenburg-Stuttgart

Most Reverend Bishop Egger, very honorable Dr. Kosch, very
honorable Fr. Feldkamper, very honorable Mrs. Diaz, honorable
L a d l e s a n d G e n t l e m e n !

W h e n I w a s a s k e d t o d e l i v e r a

greeting on the occasion of this fes
tive act for the discharge of the out

going Secretary General and the in
stallation of the future Secretary
G e n e r a l o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d

eration, I gladly accepted the invita
tion. Although at the moment I am
still very much involved in the con
cerns of my newly assumed office
as bishop it was important for me to
make clear in this way my close
personal ties to the Catholic Biblical
F e d e r a t i o n a s w e l l a s t h o s e o f t h e

Diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart.

Stuttgart is in fact the Bible city. The
two largest historical Bible collec
tions of Germany are found here,
a s w e l l a s t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l A s

sociation (Katholisches Bibelwerk).
T h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t n e s s t o t h e

central role that Holy Scripture has
had not only in Christianity but also
in the cultural history of our civiliza
tion as a whole, not to mention the

Bible's ultimate significance also for
t h e f u t u r e o f o u r C h u r c h a n d o u r

c u l t u r e .

Holy Scripture is the foundation
a n d t h e s u p r e m e n o r m o f a l l
Church life. It is this, though, not

only in an historical sense, but as
the "viva vox", as the living "Word of
the living God", in which God wills
t o a d d r e s s a n d c o m m u n i c a t e h i m

self anew to every human being.

It is the goal and the merit of the
Catholic Biblical Federation today
to search for ways of preaching and

pastoral ministry that will enable
this living Word to reach people,
ever again and in ever new and

2 1



more suitable ways, in their various
cultures and life contexts "TcoXunep-

a)(p Kai 7ioX.\)T:po7co)(p", as the Epistle
to the Hebrews puts it. Most recent

ly at the Plenary Assembly in Hong
Kong, in 1996, you alluded to the
great importance of the biblical-
pastoral ministry and of appropriate
exegetical, catechetical and homi-
letic training for our Church. At this

Plenary Assembly which stood un
d e r t h e t i t l e : " W o r d o f G o d - S o u r c e

of Life" you committed yourself and
the Church to engage with the peo

ple of today, in their concrete life sit
u a t i o n s " s o t h a t t h e W o r d o f G o d

c a n b e c o m e a s o u r c e o f l i f e i n t h e i r

hopes and their uncertainties" {Final
Statement, 8.2.6).

I consider this to be an absolutely
decisive commitment. It is especial

ly important today to lay open and
interpret anew the living source of
G o d ' s W o r d w h i c h i n o u r t i m e s o f

i n c e s s a n t m e d i a c o m m u n i c a t i o n o f

ten threatens to get buried in a
mass of superficial verbiage. Today
more than ever so many people

yearn for a "Word of life". And today,
where the supermarket of opinions
is so full of cheap offerings, the
w o r d s o f S i m o n P e t e r a r e m o r e

timely than ever before: "Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life." (Jn 6:68)

The fact is that the Bible, as Im-

manuel Kant noted, has the "power
[...] to ground religion in the human
heart" {Streit der Fakultaten. Werke

hg. V. W. Weischedel, vol. 6A 104). It
still has this power today, not as
mere letter of course, but as lived
and personally witnessed word. As
Christians, we are all called to this
witness. And we are also all given
t h e c a p a c i t y f o r t h i s w i t n e s s

through the gift of the Spirit. Just as
God, in the words of Vatican II in its
Constitution on Divine Revelation,
" f o r t he sake o f ou r sa l va t i on w i shed

to see [his word] confided to the
sacred Scriptures", {Dei Verbum,

11), so too has he sent us forth to
r e - b r o a d c a s t t h i s w o r d f o r h u m a n

k ind and f o r t he i r sa l va t i on .

I t is in th is service of salvat ion that I

am engaged as Bishop. This is why
I have chosen for the guiding princi

ple of my ministry the phrase from
t h e c r e e d " f o r o u r s a l v a t i o n " . T h i s

c o u l d a l s o b e t a k e n a s a m o t t o f o r

t h e w o r k i n w h i c h t h e m e m b e r s o f

t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

have for over thirty years been tire

lessly engaged in many countries
o f t h e w o r l d .

I wish to encourage you to continue

along this path. I thank you, dear
Dr. Feldkamper, for your committed
and important work as Secretary
G e n e r a l o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . A n d f o r

you, honorable Mrs. Diaz, I wish
God's richest blessings for this task.

( T r a n s ! . : L M a l u f ) □
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The CBF in the Internet

ALEXANDER M. SCHWEITZER

I t l o o k e d l i k e a h u n d r e d m e t e r

course at the start, but as the run
ners arrived at the goal posts it
s e e m e d m o r e l i k e a t h o u s a n d m e

t e r c o u r s e ! T h e r u n n e r s : f e l l o w -

workers in the General Secretariat;
the goal: the internet presence of
t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n .

The race required much condition

ing and discipline, but there was
also a good support environment:

spectators, enthusiasts and special
ists, who offered assistance where

necessary. At any rate, with the ar
rival at the goai-line a partial victory
h a s b e e n w o n .

Since a growing number of mem

ber-organizations of the Catholic
Biblical Federation are present in
the internet with their own sites, the

e s t a b i i s h m e n t o f a c e n t r a l C B F s i t e

was beginning to make more and

m o r e s e n s e a n d w a s

becoming increasingiy
urgent. And since net
working, estabi ishing
c o n t a c t s o f v a r i o u s

kinds, numbers among
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t
t a s k s o f t h e G e n e r a l

Secretariat and since many com
munication lines converge in this
office, we decided to take on this
t a s k h e r e a s w e i l . F o r t h e t i m e b e

ing oniy the English language ver
sion is available - the completion of
the Spanish, French and German

language versions will take some
more time - nevertheless, this is an

important step. So we would like to
introduce to you today the official
cen t ra l webs i t e o f t he CBF .

Forums and ma i l i ng l i s t s a re ,

among others, important tools for

networking. They depend on dia
logue, on everyone working togeth
er. The mailing list CBFNEWS is an
unmoderated list to which anyone
interested in mutual exchange of
n e w s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n c a n c o n t r i b

ute. All participants can both re
c e i v e f r o m a n d s e n d t o t h e l i s t , T h e

list GSINFO, on the other hand, will

supply information from the Gener
al Secretariat on a regular basis to
all registered members; it is there
fore a "one way street". Forums are
d iscuss ion pane ls on d i f fe ren t
themes. Here, as an initial offer, we

have set up a general forum and a
f o r u m d e v o t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y t o
themes connected with the upcom

ing Plenary Assembly. In these fo
rums English will be the primary

language, but other languages are
o f c o u r s e w e l c o m e a s w e i l . T h e l i n

guistic variety of the CBF comes to
expression in the forums: for the
time being, in the Forum frangais
and the Foro espahol. In all the fo
rums, files can be sent as weil. It is
our hope that these forums will
arouse your interest and thereby
b e c o m e a n e f f e c t i v e m e a n s f o r a

lively and world-wide exchange in
the CBF.

The fostering of networking and
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s h o u l d a l s o s e r v e

the member data base, whose ac

c e s s d a t a m e m b e r s o f t h e C B F c a n
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order through e-mail. Together with
the access data you will receive
a l s o a b r i e f " i n s t r u c t i o n m a n u a l " .

L i n k s t o t h e w e b s i t e s o f o u r m e m

b e r i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d c o m m e n t e d

and categorized links to other rele
v a n t s i t e s o n t h e B i b l e a n d o n b i b l i

cal-pastoral ministry invite users of
o u r w e b s i t e t o m a k e t h i s t h e s t a r t

ing page for their research in bibli
cal ministry research.

Alongside communication, informa
tion is a second major concern of
the CBF Website. Many of the funda
m e n t a l t e x t s a n d a l s o n u m e r o u s r e l

e v a n t a r t i c l e s h a v e b e e n m a d e c o n

veniently downloadable in a text-
processing format. Finally, an index
to the Bulletin Dei Verbum, arranged

according to various categories, will
enable a rapid search for themes,
authors, and editions of our quarter
ly. In the "Publications"-menu you
will find a list of the publications of
C B F m e m b e r s . T h e m e n u i t e m " B i b

lical-Pastoral Ministry" in the English

language edition of the website, in
addition to other interesting texts, of
fers information on biblical-pastoral
c o u r s e s a n d m e t h o d s .

Because of its significance for the
l i f e o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a

tion, the upcoming sixth Plenary As
sembly of Beirut in 2002 has not
only a forum devoted to It but also a
major menu entry. It already con
tains important information on the

ongoing preparations for the meet
ing, as well as texts on the theme of
the Plenary Assembly, and it will be

regularly updated and expanded.

W e h a v e a b s t a i n e d f r o m m o t i o n a n d

sound on the website, with consider

at ion for the d i f ferent levels of techni

cal equipment of the users. Color
and alternation, on the other hand,
are a given, because of the diversity
of Internet presence of our mem
bers, who can of course be reached
f r o m t h e c e n t r a l w e b s i t e . M u c h i n

t h e l i n e o f f o r m a t a n d s t r u c t u r e w i l l

change: but above all. the CBF
Website will grow in content. We
count on your collaboration here.
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This can mean a variety of things:

- participation in the mailing lists:

e.g., send interesting information to
t h e C B F N E W S l i s t . P l e a s e r e m e m

ber: to participate you must register

(subscription form);

- participation in the forums: you

c a n e n t e r t h e d i s c u s s i o n s o n

themes that are already being hotly
debated, or suggest new themes;

- send us interesting contributions

on the theme of the Plenary Assem

bly or on themes related to the CBF
generally:

- notify us of your events (cf. con

tact form), inform us about your
own or other pertinent sites on the
Internet;

- study the CBF Website and send

us criticisms; etc. etc.

" A n d w h e r e d o I f i n d t h e w e b s i t e ? "

He re t oo we do no t have a f i na l an

swer - here too the diversity of the
CBF is reflected. All of the following
addresses (URLs) wi l l get you
t h e r e :

www.c-b-f.org

www.febic.org

www.catholic-biblical-federation.org

O u r N e w Y e a r ' s r e s o l u t i o n f o r t h e

website - but for other things as
w e l l : w h a t e v e r s t a n d s t h e t e s t o f

time will be kept, whatever does

not, will be discarded without hesi
tation. And good, new ideas will be

adopted, with both moderation and
courage! Your interest and collabo
r a t i o n w i l l b e m o s t w e l c o m e .

( T r a n s l . : L M a l u f ) 3
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^ g Journeying towards Beirut 2002:
0 ̂  Publications and Activities of the Subregions and
C O ^ M e m b e r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n

In this issue, we want to introduce publications and materials, but also activi
ties of our members that are explicitly related to the upcoming Pienary Assem

bly. We heartily urge our members to make available to us their information and
materials published in connection with the preparations for the Pienary Assem

bly. It is our intention to advertise this information, in our whole network con
sisting of 307 member-institutions in 126 countries, through the Bulletin Dei
Verbum and the CBF Webs i te .

Guias para una lectio divina del Mbro
de los Hechos de los Apostoles [intro
d u c t i o n t o a l e c t i o d i v i n a o f t h e A c t s o f

the Apostles] (chaps. 1-8). Special edi
t i o n f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f B i b l e M o n t h .

Lectio Divina is an outstanding method
of reflection on and spiritual reading of
the Bible. A growing number of people
are going back to this method of Bible

reading, which is part of the Church's tra
d i t i o n . T h e a i m o f t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n t o a

prayerful reading of the Bible in Spanish
is to contribute to a personal encounter
w i t h t h e W o r d o f G o d - a s a n i n d i v i d u a l

or in community. The material was origi
nally published in the journal Palabra
Hoy,

C o o r d i n a t i o n s B u r e a u o f t h e

Subregion FEBiC-LAC,
Apartado aereo 51513,
Santafe de Bogota,
C o i o m b i a

Tei.: -)-57-(9)1-347 01 18;
Fax: +57-(9)1-210 44 44;
E-maii: febicaia@unete.com

" N o s h a s h e c h o c o n o c e r c o m i n o s d e

vida ' (Hch 2, 28) - Octava Semana Bi-
b l i c a [ " H e s h o w s u s t h e

Ways of Life" (Acts 2:28) -
Eighth Bible Week]. Equlpo
C E R J U C - S I O N

Material in the Spanish lan

guage for an encounter with
t h e W o r d o f G o d i n C h u r c h

c o m m u n i t i e s o n t h e o c c a s i o n

o f t h e B i b l e W e e k . T h e v o l u m e

c o n t a i n s a n i n t r o d u c t i o n t o

O c t m t i

t h e c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t o f t h e A c t s

of the Apostles, instructions for ten en
c o u n t e r s w i t h c e n t r a l t h e m e s o f

t h i s b i b l i c a l b o o k a n d a s e r i e s

of didactic aids for the pastoral
worker (vocabulary: historical-

geographical panorama of the"
Way in the time of the Holy
Spirit"; practical tips for the cel
ebration of Bible Week).

C E R J U C - S I O N

Apartado 6507-1000,
S a n J o s e , C o s t a R i c a ,

Tel.: -l-(506)-231 14 34,222 20

70; 236 96 93;

Fax: •i-(506)-240 28 89;
221 20 13;

E - m a i l ;

cer juc@sol . racsa.co.cr

C u r s o b i b l i c o s o b r e l o s H e c h o s d e l o s

Apostoles [Bible Course on the Acts
of the Apostles]: this course was organ
ized by the Asociacion Biblica Catolica

Arquidiocesana de Panama in connec
t i o n w i t h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e B i b l e

Week of September 2000. More than 800
persons attended the lecture by P Pablo
Richard, an expert in biblical-pastoral
ministry in Latin America.
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L I F E O F T H E F E D E R A T I O N ' "s'lL

N a t i o n a l B i b l i c a l C a t e c h e t i c a l

and Liturgical Centre,
Hutchins Road,
2"" Cross, P.B. 8426,

Bangalore • 560 084,
I n d i a

Tel.: +91-{0)80-542369;
Fax: +91-(0)80-5460194;
E-mail: dirnbclc@vsnl.com

Journeying with the Word in
pluralist Asia. Third South
Asian Workshop of the Catho
l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n .

NBCLC, Bangalore, India
2 0 0 0 .

This little booklet published

by Jacob Theckanath con
tains the papers of the Third

J O I K N K V I N C

W I T H T i n ; W O R t )

I N I ' l A R A L l S T A . S 1 A

South Asian Workshops in

preparation for the coming
Plenary Assembly of the
C a t h o l i c B i b l i c a l F e d e r a t i o n .

The focus is the question of
the challenges for the bibli

cal-pastoral ministry in view
of the cultural and religious

pluralism of Asia.

E C B A - C B C P ,
470 Gen. Luna Street,

I n t r m u r o s ,
Manila 1002,

Phi l ippines
Tel.: -•-63-(0)2-791 03 96;
Fax: +63-{0)2-791 11 32;
E-mail: oskiesvd@yahoo.com

14. National Workshop of the Episco

pal Commission for Biblical Apostola-
te - ECBA, Philippines. From 19 to 23

February 2001 the 14"^ National Work
shop will take place in Numancia, Akian,
in the Philippines. It stands under the title
of the next Plenary Assembly of the CBF:
The Word of God - A Blessing for all Peo

ples - " You show me the Ways of Life"
(Acts 2:28/Ps 16:11).

The program of this workshop leaves

plenty of room for group-work, discus
sion and prayer, In addition to lectures

by experts. Special workshops will be
devoted, among others, to the themes:
the Youth and the Word of God; the Laity
and the Word of God; the Media and the
Word of God; the Word of God and the
B u s i n e s s W o r l d .

Sr. Emmanuel Gunanto, osu
Jin. Supratman 1,

Kctakpos 1840,
Bandung 400 18,
I n d o n e s i a

Tel.: +62-(0)22-707332;
Fax: -h62-(0)22-710 37 28;
E - m a i l :

ambc@bdg.centr in.net . id

3. Southeast Asian Workshop in Band

ung, Indonesia. The Third Southeast
Asian Workshop took place from 9 to 14

May 2000 in Bandung, Indonesia. The
theme: " The Word of God - a Blessing
for all Peoples - Journeying together
w i t h t h e W o r d i n a P l u r a l i s t i c W o r l d -

from a Southeast Asian Perspective",

The major articles are devoted to the

missionary dimension of the Church, to
interreligious dialogue, to the challenges
of pluralism in a rapidly changing world
and to the question of Inculturation of the
Christian Faith in Asia.

Dr. Thomas P. Osborne,
C o o r d i n a t e u r d e l a

Sous-region Europe latin,
52, rue Jules Wllhelm,
L-2728 Luxembourg
Tel.: +352-43 60 51-331;
Fax: +352-42 65 72;
E - m a i l :

thomas.osborne@ci.cui ture. lu

La pastorale bibllque au carrefour des
cultures - Colloque de pastorale bib

llque [BIbllcal-Pastorai Ministry at the
C r o s s r o a d s o f H u m a n C u l t u r e s - C o l

loquium of Biblical-Pastoral Ministry],
Pahs, 6 -8 October 2000.

This colloquium was organized by the
Latin European Subregion of the CBF
and marks an important stage of reflec

tion on biblical-pastoral ministry. Out of
t h e d i s c u s s i o n s c a m e t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f

a few fundamental challenges for every
one involved in biblical-pastoral activity
in the context of the modern, pluralistic
world - specifically too by way of contrib

uting to the preparations for the upcom
ing Plenary Assembly in Lebanon.
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There follows a list of further materials on the Acts of the Apostles that have
been recommended by members of the Catholic Bibiicai Federation:

El don del Espiritu a la Iglesia. El testi-
monlo de los Heches de Ids Apostoles.
Santiago Guijarro Oporto, en La Palabra
Hoy, FEBIC-LA, Santafe de Bogota,
1 9 9 8 .

El Espiritu Santo en las comunidades. V
Semana Biblica Nacional. Folleto del as-

esor y Guia de reuniones. Conferencia

Episcopal Ecuadoriana. Area del Magis-
terio de la iglesia, Quito. 1997.

Magos, Possuidos e exorcitas. Uma ex-
periencia religiosa popular em Efeso, se-
gundo Atos dos Apostolos 19, 11-20.
Leopoldo Uribe Cruz, svd. Dissertagao
de P6s-Graduagao Ciencias da Religiao,
Unlversidad Metodlsta de Sao Paulo,
1 9 9 9 .

El impulso del Espiritu. Guia para una
l e c t u r a c o m u n i t a r i a d e l o s H e c h e s d e l o s

Apostoles. La Gasa de la Bibtia Espaha.
Verbo Divine, Comision Episcopal de
Pastoral Biblica de Mexico, Federacion
Biblica Catolica, Mexico, 1998.

Irresistible parole. Les Actes des Apo-
tres. Joseph Stricher. Col. Evangile pa
roles de vie. Action Catholique Generale
Feminine, Paris 2000.

" Verstehst du denn, was du da Nest? -"

Comprends-tu vraiment ce que tu lis?"
Workbook on Acts 8 {the meeting of the

Ethiopian official with Philip) in German

and French editions, published for Ecu
menical Sunday in Switzerland. Zurich;
B i e n n i a 2 0 0 0 .

Pokorny P., " Theologie der lukanischen
Schriften", Gottingen, 1998.

Wilhelm Egger, " With all boldness and
w i t h o u t h i n d r a n c e " - L e c t i o d i v i n a o f A c t s

28, 16-31 (BDV Nr. 33, 1994, pp. 13-15).

Javier Saravia, S. J. (Mexico), " EI Cami-
no de la Iglesia a partir de los Hechos de
los Apostoles".

Pablo Richard (Costa Rica, published
Centro Biblico Verbo Divino, Quito, Ec

uador): " El Movimiento de Jesus. Una
interpretacion liberadora de los Hechos
de la (?) Apostoles".

Daniel Marguerat, " La premiere histoire
du christianisme" / Les Actes des Apo-
tres / Lectio divina 180 Paris - Geneve

1999 (Publisher: Cerf - Labor et Fides).

Six Pastoral Letters published by the Pa
triarchs, of which one is " Le mystere de
I'Eglise" (pertinent to the question of the
plurality of the Churches in the Middle
East).

La Palabra Hoy, 97-2000: Mes de Blblia-
Hechos de los Apostoles - Lectio Divina.



The Catholic Biblical Federation (CSF) is a world-wide association of Catholic organizations committed to
ministry to the Word of God. At the present time, the CBF membership includes 90 full members and 217
associate members coming from a total of 126 countries.

The activities of these organizations include the preparation of Catholic and interconfessional Bible transla
tions, the propagation of Bibles and in general the promotion of a deeper understanding of the Holy Scrip
t u r e .

The CBF promotes the biblical pastoral activities of these organizations, provides a forum for the world-wide
sharing of experiences in the field, searches for new ways of bringing the joy of God's Word to the faithful
throughout the world. The Federation seeks collaboration with the representatives of biblical scholarship as
well as with Bible Societies of various confessions.

In particular, the CBF works toward the promotion of the reading of the Bible within the context of concrete
life situations and the training of ministers of the Word in this direction.

The ministry to the Word of God is ministry to the unity of and communication between human beings. A
world which grows together with the help of modern communications and yet continues to show signs of
hate and destruction needs more than ever words of peace and of fellowship with God and with each other.

Wilhelm Egger, Bishop of Bozen-Brlxen, President of the CBF

w w w . c - b - f . o r g w w w . f e b i c . o r g

The CBF in the Internet

From now on you will find the central
Website of the Catholic Biblical Federation

at this address

www.catholic-biblical-federation.org


